
 

CHILDREN’S STORY FOR USE IN WORSHIP SERVICE 
 
AIM OF THE STORY:  To highlight the meaning of being in the CENTRE 
 
Ask the congregation: 
I wonder what you think the difference between ‘being in the middle’ and ‘being in 
the centre’ is. (Call for responses) 
 
Choose one or two points: 
 
Use examples of being in the middle 
 

• You are the middle child in the family 
• You sit in the middle seat of a bus. That can be quite annoying because you 

cannot see the view 
• You are in the middle of a crowd where you can’t see anything 
• You are in the middle of reading a good book and are called away 

 

Now, use an example of being in the centre 
 

• When you are in the centre you have a 360 degree view and can turn and see 
everything that is going on. You become the central part of the circle. 

• You are the centre of attention, when you are blowing out candles on your 
birthday cake. Everyone is looking and focused on you. 

• To be in the centre of something is of key importance and has great value 
 

Interaction example: 
 

• Ask seven young people to stand in a line next to each other. Choose the 
person standing directly in the middle (three either side). 

• Comment how the middle person can’t really see everything else going on in 
the line. 

• Ask the same people to stand in a circle with the same middle person now in 
the centre of the circle.  

• What has changed? (Being in the CENTRE has changed their perspective) 
 
Teaching Points: 
 

• When you are in the centre of things you know what is going on. 
• You may be part of a corps, family or community where you are involved and 

you are in the centre of the group as you know what is going on. You are in 
the heart of things. 

  



 

• Being in the centre is similar to being “among” something. When you are in 
the centre something you place yourself where you can be attentive and 
participate. 
 

• There is a story in the Bible about Jesus using children as an example for how 
we should trust in Him.  In the story he brings the children among the people. 
The story is in Matthew chapter 18 and it goes like this: 

 

Story (Paraphrase from Matthew 18 and Mark 8) 
 

• Jesus’ disciples were arguing, they wanted to know, ‘Who was the most 
important person in God’s kingdom? They spent some time arguing amongst 
themselves. They all wanted Jesus to like them the best and they started 
thinking that they had to do something to make themselves special to Jesus. 
They thought that if they were the brightest or nicest, Jesus would like them 
the best. 

 
• They were too busy arguing to remember that no matter how good you are, 

or how nice you are, or how rich you are or how good looking you are or how 
important you are, it doesn’t make any difference to God. Jesus had been 
showing people for a long time that God’s love is a gift and that it is a free 
gift. All you have to do is ask Jesus to be your friend. 

• So while Jesus’ disciples were busy arguing, some little children were playing 
near Jesus and he called them over. (Encourage the children to picture the 
children arriving to see Jesus with their parents, or some arriving with their 
friends, some walking up to Jesus, some even could have come to Jesus 
skipping.) 

 
• Jesus’ disciples tried to send them away. They told the children that he didn’t 

have time for them because was too tired and busy. But how wrong were 
they because Jesus always had time for children. 

 
• Jesus told them, ‘Don’t ever send them away!  ‘Bring the children to me.’ 

 
• These children were so excited, they ran straight up to Jesus and let him pick 

them up in his arms and embrace Him. Then they may have sat on Jesus lap 
and he may have listened to all their stories and had a chat to them. 

 
• Children loved Jesus, and they knew they didn’t need to do anything special 

for Jesus to love them. All they needed to do was to run into his arms. And so 
that’s just what they did. 

  



 

• After Jesus had spent some time with each of the children he placed the 
children in the centre of his friends, he placed them in the centre of them 
and told them that no matter how big you grow or how old you get, you 
should never get so old that you lose your child’s heart, you should never 
lose the child’s way of fully trusting in God. He told his friends that they 
needed to be more like these children as they are the most important in my 
kingdom.’ 

 

Comment on the text 
 

• In this story Jesus made sure that children were not overlooked, he didn’t 
push them aside. Jesus knew how important children are and he showed his 
disciples how important they were to him. He acknowledged that children 
have a faith that is full of trust in God. 

 
• Jesus still loves to place children in the centre of everything He is doing. This 

means that being in the ‘centre’ means Jesus wants to include children just 
like you in everything. Jesus also wants you to include him in what you are 
doing. He wants to be in the centre of your lives whether it is in your family, 
at in your community or anywhere his Kingdom is being built. 

 
 


