
What the Bible says 
 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused to bow down and worship the golden image which 
king Nebuchadnezzar made. They were called before the king and ordered to obey the royal 
decree or be thrown into the blazing furnace. But Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego did not hide 
the fact that they were not going to worship or bow down before the statue. In anger the king 
commanded that the furnace to be heated seven times hotter than usual. Then they were thrown 
into the furnace. 
 
When the king looked into it he was surprised to see four men walking around in the furnace. ‘He 
said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth 
looks like a son of the gods”’ (Daniel 3:25). 
 
Then he went to the furnace door and told the three men to come out. They came out –unharmed. 
Not even their hair was singed. The king then gave an order that no one should speak 
disrespectfully of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego’s God. 

 
Our lives today 
 
In life people walk in the ‘fiery furnace’ of many things. Some walk in the fiery furnace of poverty. 
 
Some dysfunctional marriages have become a ‘fiery furnace’. Badly behaved children cause 
disruption in families and there is no peace in the parent’s lives. There is family disunity, sickness 
and death which people find difficult to understand.  
 
But in all these trials we are not alone – God is always with us! If we put our trust in him, he will 
release us and set us free. These three men were true to God and their faith – to the point of 
sacrificing their own lives. 
 
In trust David said, ‘Even if I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4). 
 
The devil is cunning. If he sees that we are faithful to God he will tempt us to try to make us fall 
from grace. The Book of Job tells us that the devil asked God for permission to test Job’s faith. 
‘But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will curse you to your face.’ The 
Lord said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do 
not lay a finger”’ (Job 1:11, 12). Despite all the trials sent to him, Job remained faithful to God. In 
the first chapter of Daniel, the king wanted some handsome Israelite youths to serve in his 
household and ordered that they be given the king’s delicacies and wine in preparation for the task 
ahead of them. But Daniel and his friends refused to eat the food. 
 
They had faith that everything was possible with God. Verse 15 tells us that they looked healthier 
than those who ate and drank the king’s delicacies and wine. 
 
Let us remember that God is always with us in our problems and also in happy times, he will never 
leave us. 

 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. What have you learnt from this story about: 
• The consequences of Nebuchadnezzar’s anger 
• The benefits of trusting God through Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
• Your personal experience of the consequences of anger 
• Your personal experience of the benefits of trusting God? 



 
2. Is there any time in your life you have had to make a difficult decision? If so, what was your 
experience? 
 
3. Can you remember a time when you thought you were walking in ‘the fiery furnace’ due to some 
circumstances in life? 
 
4. Are there similar situations in which you find yourself today? 

 
A step further 
 
Go and find the verses of Scripture you feel could help you in times of temptations. For example 
when you are told not to preach the Word of God, this verse can be helpful: ‘But Peter and John 
replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the judges!”’ (Acts 4:19). 
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