
 

 
19 February 2013 

 
Dear Prayer Partners: 

This letter is being written on 14 February, though many of you may receive it later. It is Valentine’s Day. In 
keeping with this theme of love, I led our Thursday prayer meeting here at International Headquarters using 
three well known verses on love: 

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life’ (John 3:16 NIV).  

‘But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us’ (Romans 5:8 
NIV). 

‘See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what 
we are!’ (1 John 3:1 NIV). 

Several years ago, I heard a Scottish preacher speak about 1 John 3:1 and translate it as ‘from what country is 
the love of God?’ It was not a question of geography but one of astonishment for there was no love like it 
anywhere. It was out of this world! And of course it is, in one sense, for it is divine. Yet it has been 
demonstrated as the first two verses indicate – in the giving of Jesus and his atoning sacrifice for the enemies of 
God. It is without merit and it is unconditional.  

But it is also unfailing. For several years, I have been reading the Psalms and using them as a prayer book. 
Because I use the New International Version, the word lovingkindness is translated unfailing love. Pray these 
Psalms through and make note of how often the Psalmist uses God’s unfailing love as cause for praise, comfort, 
security, hope and trust. It is the basis of thanksgiving, intercession, petition and submission. 

So today we prayed about our experience of this love. It was a morning of thanksgiving. It was also a prayer 
meeting of response, for the desire is to love him with heart, mind, soul and strength and to love others with this 
‘out of this world love’ that is ‘poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit’ (Romans 5:5 NIV).  

All around this world, The Salvation Army is known for its compassionate action. Thank the Lord for this 
reputation. Yet it is not a management or media tool we developed through tradition and practice. It is holy 
motivation coming from the heart of love. When we pray through the International Vision, let’s always 
remember that this One Army must first and foremost be an Army of love. Our One Mission is a mission of 
love. Our One Message is a message of love. 

Please continue to pray and ask others to join this Worldwide Prayer Meeting so we as The Salvation Army live 
out our vision, embraced by love, motivated by it and demonstrating it. Thank you for your faithfulness. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Bond     
General     


