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and new possibilities? We are not people mobilized by external changes. Our 
dependence is on a God whose date with mankind is a constant invitation. 

Perhaps our diet for prayer began with servings on the milk of justice – looking, 
considering, pondering a strategy. Some of you may be reflecting with action 
and discovering that the walls of injustice are thick and stubborn.

Now our prayers will move from milk to meat. We want to move beyond issues 
and embrace the evil nature of injustice when behavioural choices fail to 
consider ethical leadership, advocacy and issues. When Godly ethics which look 
like Jesus are not uppermost, efforts to address issues become ‘milk’ and not 
‘meat’. They lack substance, depth and the need for confession.

Take the opportunity to reflectively consider a conviction with courage. 
Prayerfully position yourself under the prophetic Isaiah references.

‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8

‘When the Lord noticed that justice had 

disappeared, he became very 

disappointed.’ Isaiah 59:15b

Lord help me to notice what displeases you.

‘He sent me to give them flowers in place of 

their sorrow, olive oil in place of tears, and 

joyous praise in place of broken hearts. 

They will be called “Trees of Justice”

planted by the Lord’. Isaiah 61:3

Lord, plant me, root me with your gifts of 

response to sorrow, tears, broken hearts 

and injustice.

‘I, the Lord love justice! But I 
hate robbery and injustice.’

Isaiah 61:8a

What love and hate conflicts 
divide the world you find 

yourself in?

‘No one has come to defend us 
or to bring about justice.’

Isaiah 59:9
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When do I spend time listening 
to the stories of the 

undefended?
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‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8
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Pray against the oppressive injustice that denies life, such as: exploitation, 
poverty and oppression, violence and discrimination, sin, addictions, exclusion 
and voicelessness, human trafficking, hidden injustices, and corruption.

Pray for justice that values life, such as: dignity for all people, protection for 
the vulnerable, including the excluded, enabling the exploited, salvation, 
choices for the disenfranchised, safe and civil society, education and health 
care, gender equality and right relationships, religious freedom, sustainable 
economic opportunity, environmental standards, and political stability.

‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim

freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to 
set the oppressed free, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favour.’ Luke 4:18-19

Consider the areas where the 
Spirit releases an ignition of life 

as we cry out to God.

As people who pray for God to bring 
about justice, we are praying for a 
presence of freedom and abundance.

Let us not pray through a word list.  Ask 
God to help us to be the relationships 
that address vulnerabilities with 
possibilities for life resurrected.

The gospel is never one-sided – it never 
stands in isolation. It is a gospel that 
proclaims, recovers and frees.

As we pray the testimony of Jesus from 
Luke 4:18-19, picture your prayer moving 
in and out of the domains of darkness 
and light.

Joining Jesus in intercession invites us to come together as a global family 
praying the prayers of justice. Our prayers trumpet Jesus’ vision for 
freedom…freedom from ‘life-denying’ vulnerabilities and freedom for ‘life-
promoting’ opportunities.
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‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8
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• The primary victims of today’s wars are civilian women and children, not soldiers.
• Rape has been widely used as a weapon of war. Women have been deliberately 

infected with HIV/Aids or made pregnant through rape. They have been used to 
undermine, disgrace and threaten the perceived enemy.

The results of injustice often end in conflict where enemies stare at each other with 
hatred, threat and a desire to get even. Our world is not without battlefronts 
where war rages in armed conflict.

Liberator God, we cry out to you from the 
cramped and silent spaces of war, from the 
groaning and weeping places of sackcloth 
and ashes, aching over the structures of 
power and privilege that persist in our 
world, seeking repentance for our 
complicity in perpetuating such structures. 
We loudly lament and expose the injustice 
of violence that must be named if it is to be 
challenged and must be turned to dust and 
ashes, out of which may spring new life and 
hope for your world. Amen.

Study one hot spot of war and pray for this region.

How do we as the Church arm ourselves against the tragedy of war?
To clasp the hands in prayer is the beginning of an uprising against the disorder of the 

world. (Karl Barth)

What do we see in our prayers?
‘Again I looked and saw all the oppression that was taking place under the sun: I saw 
the tears of the oppressed – and they have no comforter; power was on the side of 
their oppressors – and they have no comforter.’ Ecclesiastes 4:1

How does God respond to conflict?
God sent his son to be the Prince of 
Peace (Isaiah 9:6) so that:

• The Kingdom of God would seek 
peace and protect the most 
vulnerable.

• Peacemakers would come from the 
Church as diplomats in global and 
civil disputes.

• The Church may be equipped as a 
counselor to embrace the trauma of 
soldiers and victims.

• The Church would live without 
prejudice above the political 
propaganda that judges others as 
enemies.
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‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8
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When we reflect on the death and Resurrection of Jesus, perhaps we can consider 
the arrest and trial of Jesus as the ultimate injustice.

Courts of law will never set captives free through punishment, retribution or 
distorted forms of truth. The death penalty that Jesus endured leads us to ask, 

‘How often is pure innocence corrupted through the guilt of popular lies?’

Mob mentality escalates with anger and heated words becoming violent action 
‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’ As we witness Jesus on trial, consider the faith values he 
embodied while becoming a target for violence. The injustices of our world are 
often visited upon the innocent – the vulnerable, the voiceless.

Forgive us Lord when ‘our’ evil is stronger than goodness;
‘our’ hate is stronger than love;

‘our’ darkness is stronger than light;
and ‘our’ lies are stronger than truth.

Help us Lord to fight the confusion of 
injustice, and the anger, tension and 
bitterness of our bewilderment as we 
confront the stark suffering in our 
world. Lord, forgive us for wanting 
resurrection without being shaken by 
crucifixion. Lord, help us discover what 
is not finished in our work for justice, as 
we lift our passionate pleas with 
relentless efforts to trust the Lord of 
salvation to lead us into the tombs of an 
unfinished world.  

‘God’s good earth is scarred. 

Too many people die preventable deaths. 

Too few people share in the abundance of creation.

There is too much vulnerability.

There is too little opportunity.

There is too much in the hands of too few.

There is too little in the stomachs of too many.

There is too much injustice.

There is too little justice – for all.’

Dr Don Posterski

If our cry to God appears unrehearsed 
and incomplete – without specific justice 
issues – it’s because we stand with Christ 
in the midst of the world, on a hill as the 
battle storm gathers, waiting to hear, ‘It 
is finished.’



The eyes of William Booth, Founder of The Salvation Army, viewed injustice in the 
workplaces of England. In particular, matches that were made using phosphorous 
had an advantage that they could be struck on any dry surface. Yet advantages that 
increase profit margins of employers often do not take workers into consideration.

As we pray for social justice, Isaiah has something to say about our inner focus:
‘You wonder why the Lord pays no attention when you go without eating [fasting] 
and act humble. But on those same days that you give up eating, you think only of 

yourselves and abuse your workers’ (Isaiah 58:3 CEV).
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‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8
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Lord, gives us eyes to see the fervour of our worship 
in connection with the ethics of our action. Give us 
courage to explore conditions of injustice, including 
trafficked persons for cheap labour within workplace 
settings. Give us the faith of William Booth to lift our 
worship into the realms of a practice that 
demonstrates justice with courage and concern for 
others.

What on-going attitudes and 
conditions in the workplace 
could become a matter of 
history through our witness 
in demonstrating the values 
and power of the Kingdom 
of God?

The history of The Salvation Army in fighting injustice receives its greatest 
compliments when the truth of its actions is written by others and not by us. 

One story of our past that continues to be repeated is highlighted on the label of a 
matchbox: 

LIGHTS IN DARKEST ENGLAND
Security from Fire! 
Fair wages for Fair Work! 
The Salvation Army Social Wing

Our story of Booth’s matches takes up the cause of workers. In May 1891, William 
Booth opened his own match factory as concern for the ‘workers’ did not focus on 
the rights of the poor. The new factory used harmless red phosphorous and paid a 
higher wage to its workers. The premises were comfortably light and well aired, with 
a room for making tea.



‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8
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“While women weep, as they do now, I'll fight; 

while little children go hungry, as they do now, I'll fight; 
while men go to prison, in and out, in and out, as they do now, I'll fight; 

while there is a drunkard left, while there is a poor lost girl upon the streets, 
while there remains one dark soul without the light of God, I'll fight –

I'll fight to the very end!”

We of the Salvation Army see those words inscribed in books, on walls of our 
buildings and on our lips of speakers in events of inspiration. The ‘speech’ lists 
issues pertaining to:
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Reflection
If we were to review our lists of people that would welcome our fighting spirit, who 

would we add?

The one word ‘while’ in the ‘I’ll Fight’ speech lifts these historic phrases into a present 
day realization. The image of God’s servant as a ‘while influence’ could be described as a 

‘Tree of Justice planted by the Lord’. Isaiah 61:3b

‘LIVING RIGHT WHILE RIGHTING WRONGS’

• Women
• Drunkards
• Children

• The Lost
• Prisoners
• Dark Souls

Lord, often we feel our way with a justice focus that lacks an intention to deepen our 
thinking, wrestle with complexities that result in taking action prematurely. Give us a 
determination for those who mourn injustice and to explore with contrasting 
responses, flowers in place of sorrow, olive oil in place of tears, joyous praise in place 
of broken hearts. Lord help us to notice the WHILE in our everyday. Forgive us when 
spaces of time are limited to events whose approaches become ends in themselves. 
Lord, plant me in the earth’s suffering soil of rocks, thorns and thirst to live and grow 
without fanfare while living to bring about justice.



‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8
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‘Shout it aloud, do not hold back!’ Isaiah 58:1.
Justice is a central theme in the Bible; it is evident in the very character of God. It is 
reflected throughout God’s laws, heard in the words of the prophets and lived out 
in the life of Jesus Christ, God’s Son.

We must be a voice for justice. An advocate. A justice that begins with my personal 
life choices, that engages the world as the child of a just God.

When we limit the attention we give to Jesus as a justice advocate for people who are 

poor, vulnerable, and excluded, we are at risk of dwarfing Jesus’ mission mandate in 

our own time.*

When we limit our own actions as a justice advocate for people who are poor, 
vulnerable, and excluded, we limit the mission of The Salvation Army. We need to 
find our voice, suit our actions to Jesus’ mandate, and be a people for justice.

Lord, the needs of the poor are the same as the 

privileged: good government, access to education, 
healthcare and social services, spiritual wellbeing, 
employment, a reliable judiciary, peace within their 
borders and choices that can lead to sustainability. 
God, equip us to engage in acts of compassion that 

result in sustainable justice. In these times, may the 
world not grow tired of feeding the hungry, treating 
the sick and tutoring the illiterate. May those with 
resources design social programs that focus on 
cures instead of symptoms only. May those with 

political power implement strategic policies that 
alleviate the consequences of poverty while also 
eliminating its causes. 

Lord, please give us a heart and a hope for justice 

that translates to a knowledge of personal 
forgiveness and mercy that translates into a hunger 
to serve and to seek justice for all your children.

Add your specific prayer, 
asking for a voice and actions 

for justice. 

‘It’s quite simple: Do what is 
fair and just to your neighbour, 
be compassionate and loyal in 

your love, and don’t take 
yourself too seriously – take 

God seriously.’

Micah 6:8 The Message

*When Justice is the Measure, Macmillan, 
Read, and Posterski, ISJC, June 2012.
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Michael J. Sandel, in his book Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do?, states that, ‘…Justice is not only 
about the right way to distribute things. It is also about the right way to value things.’ We find 
another thought in Matthew 6:21 that says ‘…where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.’
So the question requiring an answer from us is what value do I apportion to things and what holds 
my heart?

We live in a world where the disparity between people means that some of us have much whilst 
others have insufficient even to make life tolerable. We, as the children of God, need to ensure that 
those of us who ‘have’ keep our lives in balanced perspective, so that we do not become spiritually 
impoverished to the detriment of our brothers and sisters who are socially impoverished.

What do we value? What is our treasure? Where is our heart?

‘As he thinks in his heart…so is he.’
Proverbs 23:7 (New King James Version)

By: Commissioner M. Christine MacMillan

* Quotes from Jesus and Justice, International Social Justice Commission, 2010.

‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8

Close to Home*

Our God, do not let us stray too far. Keep 

us close enough to your presence so that 

our self-interest will be more and more 

fused with your interest. 

Beyond our Borders

Our God, gather together people of 

conscience and conviction to respond to 

both the spiritual and social needs of 

people everywhere. Instill visions in them 

to make inhumane places more humane. 

Inspire them in the ways that create 

opportunities for people to sustain their 

lives with dignity. 

For our Nations’ LeadersLord, we ask that your wisdom, your grace 
and your strength may impact the lives of 
our nations’ decision-makers so that they 
will seek justice, lead with integrity and 
intelligence and seek the betterment of 
their citizens. 

For the Church of GodLord, let us be a people of grace and love 
who value the things of God and whose 
hearts are committed to the care and 
support of all your creation through lives 
that express love and kindness so that we 
‘act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with your God’ (Micah 6:8).



The Church
Lord, we ask for clarity and 
wisdom in our efforts. May our 
stewardship and generosity 
bring relief and release to those 
in the bondage of poverty. May 
our personal and corporate 
giving be a reflection of our 
joyful acknowledgement of 
your grace, mercy and love, and 
our trust in you.

Personal

Lord, help me find my voice to speak out when 

people of power and influence create situations 

that limit justice for my brothers and sisters who 

are created in your image. Help me to never give up 

or lose hope when faced with the enormity of the 

evil we call human trafficking. 
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Then God saw everything that he had made, and indeed it was very good.’

Genesis 1:26, 31 (NKJV)

In a 2008 article on sex trade trafficking in The Officer magazine, Commissioner 
Helen Clifton wrote, ‘ … we refuse to close our eyes or accept it as inevitable.’ The 
Trafficking in Persons Report says, ‘The systemic and structural steps needed to 
prevent human trafficking must reflect a cultural change that rejects modern slavery, 
addresses the demand that fuels this crime and requires personal responsibility.’

All people are created in the image of God and all are equal in his sight. We refuse to 
close our eyes to a world where abuse and slavery are the norm for many of those 
‘created in the image of God.’

Lord, grant us eyes to see, wisdom to interpret, a heart to 

respond and the bravery to engage where men, women 

and children live in bondage. 

Corporate
Lord, we ask that change will come and 
justice will prevail. If we are to be the 
brokers of change and the facilitators of 
justice, we say ‘yes’ – God helping us.

Add your own personal reflection and prayer on the injustice 
of human trafficking and your commitment to action.

‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8

‘You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.’ John 14:14 (NIV)

‘Christ has no hands but our hands, to do his work today.’ Annie Johnson Flint
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‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8
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synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery 

of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor.”

‘And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes 
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today 
this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing”’ (Luke 4:16‐21 NRSV).

What is our mission?

Jesus was very clear on what he was about and, as a result, used all opportunities 
and situations to further his mission. He was not dependent on another to 
establish a framework through which he could work out his mission, but instead he 
was aware, available, ready and committed to mission.

What is your mission?

Lord, may your Spirit be upon me to 
bring good news to the poor.

Lord, give me insight, wisdom and energy to 
fulfil the mission you guide me to, and faith 
and trust to work with you and for you and 
the people I meet. Where I lose hope or begin 
to fear, help me to remember that you gave 
the mission and you are with me at all times. I 
choose not to be a receiver only of your 
forgiveness, grace, mercy and love, but also a 
missioner who serves through love with 
grace so that all people may know your 
forgiveness and mercy.

Lord, I choose to be a person of mission and purpose! Lead me…

Take time to consciously sit in the 
presence of God and allow him to 
impact your thinking and planning. 
Often we respond to the great need of 
our age and ask God to bless the 
activity, but here is an opportunity to 
ask God to ‘direct our paths’ and move 
to mission.



‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8
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way we outwardly and actively engage with God in the world. Our work with the 
poor and marginalised, earth-stewardship, making a response to global injustice, 
living as a holy people within community, will reflect the God we love and serve.

‘Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose 
heart’ (2 Corinthians 4:1)

‘Therefore, since we have such a hope, we 
are very bold’ (2 Corinthians 3:12).

Lord, our world needs your people to be 
activists – people who are not afraid to see 
what needs to be changed and to be a part of 
that change. Help us to hold on to the hope 
that is found in you and to be bold in facing 
the challenges of our world, our community 
and our family. There is much injustice, but 
that is a label defined by human suffering. 
Help us to see the faces of the people who 

suffer and know that we are 
part of a response. Help us to be 
bold.‘Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom’

(2 Corinthians 3:17)

Lord, please show me how to be free and 

what to be free from. There are many in 

this world whose freedom is in the hands 

of others. They live with the real 

limitations of bondage imposed upon 

them. Where systems need to change, 

may we use our freedom to challenge 

unjust laws or practice. May your freedom 

come to individuals and groups with 

releasing power and may your Kingdom 

come.

‘And we… are being transformed into his image’ (2 Corinthians 3:18)Transformed into your likeness Lord, please complete the work begun in me. Thank you for the forgiveness, grace and mercy on which I stand secure and lead me to awareness, obedience and growth as I become like you. May some sweetness, some strength, some response to human struggle in me be a challenge, a confidence builder, an encouragement to those with whom I live in community. Lord, I would reflect you honestly and beautifully.



‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8
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‘It’s time to tell the truth: true love is sacrificial. The most famous verse in the 
Bible, John 3:16, gives the biblical definition of love: “God so loved the world that 
he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” Because God was concerned with the wellbeing of people who 
were precious to him, he gave – he sacrificed – his only Son; and when you are 
concerned about the wellbeing of others, you usually have to sacrifice too. You 
may have to expend your time, your energy or your money for them. You may 
have to give up your plans, your independence or your privacy. To love as God 
loves, you may have to part with whatever is most precious to you for the sake 
of other people.’ – Bill Hybels, Who You Are When No One’s Looking

We have a gift – the gift of love. God, who gave us the gift of his son, who is love, 
is able to create within us a love that draws a response willing to pay the costs 
associated with loving – our time, our energy. 

But God demonstrates his own 

love for us in this: while we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 5:8 (NIV).

Lord, it is easy to love the lovable – those who show 
me love! You, however, do not require only this of 
me. How, O Lord, do I love the unlovable or the 
despised and rejected? Do I need to? There is so 
much sin – do you require me to love the sinner? 
Even some of those sinned against are hard to love. 
O Lord, do I have to love the unlovable? Lord, thank 
you for ‘that great love which made thee mine’. 
Teach me to live in love and by love, with the 
confidence of one who is loved. Let me be a catalyst 
for change in a world that has both denied and 
corrupted love. Thank you God for the gift of your 
Son, Jesus – the gift of love. Amen.

Sit in God’s presence and take a 
thought journey through these 
difficult questions. Ask God to 
give you insight and wisdom. 
Let it impact your lifestyle as 
you move through the day. With 
great love comes great 
confidence!

Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the 

second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ All the Law and the prophets 
hang on these two commandments. Matthew 22:37-40 (NIV).


