
We affirm that God continues to desire and to command that his 
people be holy. For this Christ died, for this Christ rose again, for this the 
Spirit was given. We therefore determine to claim as God’s gracious 
gift that holiness which is ours in Christ. We confess that at times we 
have failed to realise the practical consequences of the call to 
holiness within our relationships, within our communities and within our 
Movement. We resolve to make every effort to embrace holiness of 
life, knowing that this is only possible by means of the power of the 

Holy Spirit producing his fruit in us. 

We call Salvationists worldwide to restate and live out the doctrine 

of holiness in all its dimensions – personal, relational, social and 

political – in the context of our cultures and in the idioms of our 

day while allowing for, and indeed prizing, such diversity of 

experience and expression as is in accord with the Scriptures. 

Tenth doctrine  
• ‘We believe that it is the privilege of all believers to be wholly 

sanctified, and that their whole spirit and soul and body may be 
preserved blameless till the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.’  

•Direct quotation from 1 Thessalonians 5:23 

 
‘Holy’ 
•Hebrew language to describe the holiness of God - ‘set apart’ 
•Hagios / haggiasmos: the separateness of God.  
• no holiness apart from God 

 
New Testament 
• Jesus Christ presented as model of selfless and devoted life 

•Work of Jesus and his Spirit are means by which the Church and 
individual are sanctified 

• Paul’s references to holiness have a specific moral application 



William Booth 
• Follows Wesley’s emphasis of doctrine of holiness 
•Made holiness a ‘fundamental truth’ of The Salvation Army 
• ‘It stands in the front rank of our doctrines. We inscribe it upon our 

banners. Any officer who did not hold and proclaim the ability of 
Jesus Christ to save his people to the uttermost from sin and sinning, I 
should consider out of place amongst us.’ 

 

Commissioner Samuel Logan Brengle  
• ‘The Holiness Standard of The Salvation Army’ 
• ‘It is this holiness – the doctrines, the experience, the action – that we 

Salvationists must maintain, else we shall betray our trust; we shall 
lose our birthright; we shall cease to be a spiritual power in the earth; 
we shall have a name to live and yet be dead; our glory will depart; 
and we, like Samson shorn of his locks, shall become as other men.’  

• ‘Without the doctrine, the standard, the teaching, we shall never 
find the experience, or having found it, we shall be likely to lose it. 

Without the experience we shall neglect the teaching, we shall 
doubt or despise the doctrine, we shall lower the standard.’ 
 

General Frederick Coutts  
•Described holiness as ‘Christlikeness’ – seeking to be like Christ  
• ‘Christlikeness is holiness. Where Christ is enthroned, there is holiness. 

Yet holiness is never an “imitation” of Christ, if by that is meant a self-
conscious external patterning. Christian holiness will spring from the 
inward possession of that same Holy Spirit who was in Jesus…the 

work of the Spirit was perfectly exemplified in Jesus and he can 
make us like him, not through any outward conformity but by the 
workings of inward grace.’ 
 

Call to Holiness 
•Holy life involves personal, relational, social and political attitudes 
•Demands we get our hands dirty while asking God to keep our 

hearts clean 

•Must make a defining difference as to how we live 



Questions 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Scripture to consider: 

1 Thessalonians 5:23, 24 

Romans 12:1-21 

Ephesians 1:4 

Hebrews 12:10 

1 Peter 1:16 

1. What makes God’s people holy? 

2. What are the personal practical implications of embracing 

holiness of life? 

3. What are the practical implications for our corps of embracing 

holiness of life?  

4. How can we ensure that holiness teaching is given its needful 

place in our corps? 

•Does not occur by accident 
•Not received by those who fail to seek it, or by those casual about 

their own spirituality 
• Those who ‘hunger and thirst after righteousness’ would be filled, not 

those who simply take what comes along.  

• Salvationists should ‘resolve to make every effort to embrace 
holiness of life, knowing that this is only possible by means of the 
power of the Holy Spirit producing his fruit in us’ 
 

Paul  
•Offer our bodies as living sacrifices ‘holy and pleasing to God’ ( 

Romans12:1).  
•Warns against conforming to the pattern of the world and urges 

transformation by allowing God to renew our thinking.  

• ‘Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good’ (v 21).  
 

Be holy! 


