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In preparation for your territory, command or region’s participation in Boundless … 
the Whole World Praying, this manual provides guidelines as to how this can take 
place, along with information about the concept of 24-7 (non-stop) prayer.

Why 24-7 prayer?
Last night, as you slept, someone, somewhere was praying. In fact, right now, as you 
read these words, people are interceding in scores of locations around the world. 
This has been continuing every minute of every hour of every day since it began in 
England in 1999.

The notion of 24-7 prayer has marked many of the greatest epochs in the growth of 
the Christian faith:

* The Church was born in a 24-7 prayer room in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost 
– ‘They all joined together constantly in prayer’ (Acts 1:14 NIV). 

* Early Christianity was incubated by the monastic prayer centres of the Desert 
Fathers, the Celtic communities of northern Europe and, eventually, the 
Benedictine and other orders. 

* In the 18th century, a Moravian community under the leadership of Count 
Zinzendorf, prayed night and day for more than 100 hundred years, thereby 
launching the great missionary thrust of the Reformation. One of their converts 
was John Wesley, the founder of Methodism. 

* In the 20th century a multiracial 24-7 prayer room in Los Angeles sparked the 
Pentecostal and charismatic movements, bringing spiritual renewal to nearly 
500 million people today. 

* Hundreds of Salvation Army centres in many territories participate in 24-7 
prayer. Several territories have been in non-stop prayer for a number of years, 
and plan to continue indefinitely. ‘24-7 prayer is one of the greatest things we’ve 
ever experienced’ – Alex Hughes, former Territorial Commander, United Kingdom 
Territory with the Republic of Ireland. 

Many of these ‘sacred spaces’ link up on the Internet, forming a unique chain of 
interconnected, global intercession. You can view some of those groups online at 
www.saglobal247.org.

What is Boundless … the Whole World Praying?
Boundless … the Whole World Praying is based on 24-7 prayer which consists of 
establishing a night and day prayer vigil by splitting each day into one-hour shifts, 
thus filling anything from a weekend to many years with an unbroken chain of 
prayer and worship. 

While finding a venue, such as a prayer room, for your determined period of prayer is 
ideal, it may not always be possible for all age groups to have access to it. Therefore, 
we have divided this manual into suggestions based on prayer rooms and/or 
orientations for other prayer-related activities. 

In whatever way Boundless … the Whole World Praying happens in your setting –  
whether in a prayer room, at home alone or in a group – the most important thing is 
to pray! 
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How will Boundless … the Whole World Praying work?
It is vital that participants from territorial and divisional headquarters, divisions, 
corps, social centres, training colleges etc, are aware of how they can take part and 
when they are praying before the period of prayer begins. Here are some important 
things to consider:

1. Ensure you have a roster for people to sign up for different time slots.
2. Ensure there is at least one person signed up for each hour.
3. Decide whether you want to have any corporate prayer meetings throughout the 

period of prayer. Corporate prayer provides a forum to share what God is saying 
and what you are praying for. It is also a good opportunity for different groups of 
people to gather together to pray.

4. When the schedule has been drawn up, provide everyone with a copy of it. To 
ensure the process of signing up goes smoothly, place the timetable where 
it is clearly visible (e.g. send it out via email, post it on a website, put it on a 
noticeboard and in the prayer room etc) well before the prayer time begins. 

5. Ensure that people know there is a prayer room available 24-7, even if they 
haven’t booked their slot in advance. While you will need to have people 
‘rostered’ for each hour, it is crucial that they understand that they can call in to 
pray at any time

6. Ensure that people are aware of the Boundless … the Whole World Praying 
Prayer Topics and have access to the Prayer Stations.

Prayer room 
The focus for 24-7 prayer initiatives such as Boundless … the Whole World Praying is 
the sign-up sheet, email or website and, in some cases, the creation of a designated 
prayer room or space in order to keep the momentum moving forward. 

Keeping rules to a minimum, groups should be encouraged to make their place of 
prayer as creative and accessible as possible, focusing on all age groups. 

What is in a prayer room?
24-7 prayer is an opportunity for creative prayer, so resources should be provided to 
encourage this. The following are some suggestions:

Prayer wall – a wall covered in paper for people to write on. Every 24-7 prayer 
room should have prayer walls where people can write or draw their prayers. Other 
people can pray for these subjects when they come into the room and add their own 
prayer topics. It may be a good idea to have different sections of the prayer wall – 
for example a ‘Friends’ wall where people can write down the needs of a particular 
friend, a ‘Prodigals’ wall, a ‘Salvation’ wall, a ‘Corps Prayer’ wall, an ‘Answered Prayer’ 
wall, and so on.

Bibles – although many people will bring a Bible into the prayer room, have some 
Bibles (including different translations) available.

Arts and crafts materials – in having a range of craft materials available (such as 
coloured and textured paper, card, paints, pens, scissors, glue, clay/play dough, and so 
on) you will be amazed by what people of all ages create as prayer resources.

Symbolic items – providing a symbolic focus for prayer can help people maintain 
attention. For example: a cross, nails, candles (with matches), water, stones, bread, 
fruit juice. 
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Music – all kinds of music can be helpful, so have a CD player available. This can 
cater for the musical preferences of different ages and styles, for example: children’s 
songs, classical music, easy-listening tracks and contemporary or traditional 
Christian songs. Music does not have to be played all the time, but it provides the 
option.

Newspapers – people can read about current local and world news. Relevant articles 
could be places on the prayer wall as subjects for prayer.

Answered prayer bulletin board – a major source of motivation is to hear about 
answered prayer. Make a space available on one of your prayer walls for people 
to write down answered prayers. This will encourage others to continue to pray 
passionately.

Seating – as people may be in the prayer room for some time, ensure that the 
seating is comfortable. Easy chairs and beanbags might be helpful – but not so 
comfortable that sleep becomes an option!

Prayer room journal – you are encouraged to keep a journal throughout your 
Boundless … the Whole World Praying experience. This can be kept for future 
reference and encouragement.

Other things to consider
Ensure the room is well ventilated, kept at a comfortable temperature and accessible 
to everyone so that no one is excluded from praying. Have a range of hot and cold 
drinks available too.

Security is essential, especially at night. You should use a room or building that locks 
from the inside. 

As people will be in and out all the time, you should ensure that ‘mess’ doesn’t 
detract from people praying. People using the room should take responsibility for 
keeping it clean and fresh.

Every prayer room/space will look and feel different. Whichever room you decide to 
use will be a special place for you, and we pray that God will do amazing things.

Suggested prayer activities
The following are suggestions for corporate prayer, allowing specific times for a 
territory, division or corps (or groups with a corps) to pray together: 

Prayer concert – an excellent opportunity to launch and/or conclude your Boundless 
… the Whole World Praying time, praising God for all the great things that have 
happened. Again, give people the opportunity to write down their prayers, share 
them in small groups or with everyone. 

Prayer breakfast – it can be helpful to commence the day in corporate prayer. Why 
not have a breakfast prayer event? 

Rehearsals/weekly activities/small groups – some locations may find it difficult to 
cancel a rehearsal or other ongoing weekly activity during the prayer period, but 
encourage the group to participate by holding, for example, a rehearsal prayer night.
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Sleepovers – many young people are already involved in 24-7 prayer and will be 
eager to participate during your prayer time. One way of encouraging them to visit 
the prayer room is to organise a sleepover where they can take it in turns to get up 
and pray during their prayer slot. 

Youth night – attracting youth to the prayer venue is important, so try to arrange 
corporate nights of prayer specially for them.

Art evening – many people find that art and other non-verbal communication are 
helpful ways of expressing their prayers, so holding corporate art prayer evenings 
will encourage this type of creative prayer.

Motivation
Many people starting out on 24-7 prayer will ask the inevitable question of how 
to encourage people to sign up for Boundless … the Whole World Praying. The 
following are good motivational reasons:

Past experiences – many people will be amazed when you tell them powerful stories 
of what has come about through prayer. 

Linking 24-7 prayer to our Salvation Army heritage – there are many powerful books 
telling how early Salvationists engaged in battle, including all-night prayer meetings 
and the amazing things that happened during these times.

Biblical teaching on prayer – it would be helpful to have officers, soldiers or guest 
speakers teaching on prayer in preparation for Boundless … the Whole World 
Praying. 

Practice – as you prepare your people, it would be helpful for them to participate in 
a half-night of prayer a few weeks prior to your prayer time. This will prepare their 
hearts and minds for what is to come.

Explanation of prayer themes – advise your people of the different themes and the 
meaning behind them by using the Boundless … the Whole World Praying Prayer 
Stations, Prayer Topics etc. 

Cast vision – motivation for any 24-7 prayer initiative involves the participants 
in prayer for future vision and direction. The Salvation Army’s mission is to save 
souls, grow saints and serve suffering humanity, something we will more effectively 
achieve by becoming a people who are:
Wholly devoted to God
Obediently responsive to the Holy Spirit
Strongly committed to each other
Compassionately engaged with people in need
Totally committed to reaching people with the good news of Jesus Christ
Leading them to faith.

Boundless … the Whole World Praying is an ideal time for individuals, corps, 
community and social centres, and headquarters to pray about their part in God’s 
vision for The Salvation Army and the redemption of the world.

Adapted from a first publication of November 2010 by International Headquarters, London, United Kingdom 
and with grateful thanks to 24-7 Prayer International, Australia Eastern and USA Eastern Territories.
Copyright © 2010 and 2014 The General of The Salvation Army.

CONTACT
Our website – www.salvationarmy.org/
csld/boundlessprayer – will become a 
resource where you can find out more 
information and be inspired by stories 
from around the world, along with daily 
updates on our social media channels.

Please let us know about your 
Boundless … the Whole World Praying 
experience by emailing articles, photos, 
videos to IHQ-CSLD@salvationarmy.
org. Our desire is to cover the globe in 
prayer, and to encourage each other 
by publicly demonstrating that we are 
serious about the business of prayer. 


