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Editorial

This month, we focussed on the theme “Discipleship”, as we are all the 
disciples and followers of Jesus. These focussed articles, I believe will 
persuade to be strong in faith. The valuable words from our International 

Secretary once again help you to think and firm in 
our faith, calling and covenant. Please keep our 
leaders who are under move in your prayers, so 
that they may be used mightily for the God's 
assigned mission in their new destinations. May 
God Bless us!

In a spiritual sense,  we are all the par takers of God's mission in our 
respective appointments, positions or in places, and  we are to move on 
towards the destination ahead of us, which is to reach the eternal life. A 
person, as an individual, after accepting Jesus as Saviour receives 
Salvation, moves towards Holiness, and further moves on to refine the life of 
Holiness. This is the continued process of movement. I like the verse “for in 
Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, 
'For we also are His children” Acts 17:28.  If you are alive, you need to 
move, this is the scientific principle. Anyone or anything that exist in Christ, 
will keep on moving as per the direction and will of God. If there is no 
movement, there is no progress. If there is no movement, there is no 
growth. 

Ø The lost are connected to Jesus 

I am so glad to see out of God's directive movements with respect to the 
change of appointments in the Salvation Army, we can clearly witness.

I
 used to live in a Christian Compound during my childhood, and the 
missionaries working in the campus used to move frequently. I could 
not get to know why some of them move very quickly. As the days go by, 

I understood that the core of the mission is to move-on, and the movements 
of the missionaries was a part of it. It became quite usual to me after my 
experience in the Salvation Army, and in various appointments. God has a 
plan for everyone in this mission, and the movements take place according 
to HIS will and plan. Throughout the Bible, we see the plans of God for His 
people moving. The Salvation Army's unique way of the movements 
motivate the mission with focussed approach, from time to time to effect 
the desired God's plan to come in reality.  

Ø Multiplication of leaders for God's mission is taking place
Ø Resources are generated for the work of God to be strengthened and 

expanded.

You may know, we are going to miss some of our Leaders. We need to praise 
God and thank him for what all our leaders have rendered so far in 
respective territories or positions. Particularly, we thank Commissioners 
Alistair & Marieke Venter, our Zonal International Leaders for their regular 
contributions to our War Cry. Undoubtedly, their impact in the South Asia 
Zone will never be forgotten.  Especially, we thank Commissioners Edwin & 
Sumita Masih for their dedicated services in the ranks of the Salvation Army 
and entering a new chapter of their retirement life. May God's blessings be 
continued upon them.  We thank them for their inspiring pieces of writing 
for the War Cry. We also thank Colonels John Kumar & Manikumari Dasari, 
National Executive Officer & Secretary for Women Development, India 
National Office, for their leadership and timely guidance, also for their 
valuable inspiring articles. We must also thank Colonels Nihal & Rohini 
Hettiarchchi, Territorial Leaders of India South Western Territory, for their 
support and encouragement through various articles. 

Ø The life-changing discipleship is occurring 
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Words from South Asia Zonal Leaders 

Words of 

H
aving grown up in a Salvationist 
family, I have vivid memories of 
having to say goodbye to Corps 

Officers who would come and go from 
our corps from time to time. I have 
clear memories of standing on the 
railway station, the brass band playing 
the song “God be with you till we meet 
again”, and many tearful people singing 
and waving as the train pulled away 
from the station, as our beloved Corps 
Officers moved on to their next 
appointment. Perhaps for that reason, 
I have never really got used to the 
d i ffi c u l t  t a s k  o f  s a y i n g 
“goodbye”. I would far 
rather focus on the 
positive experiences 
that have been mine 
and Commissioner 
Marieke's, over the 
last three years.

We  h a ve  r e a l l y 
e n j o y e d  o u r 
numerous visits to the 
six territories of India, 
and we have been blessed 
by the kindness and love of 
the people, who have become 
very special to us both. We have been 
humbled as we have seen the amazing 
work carried out in the various 
territories, whether within the Corps, 
schools, hospitals, children's, and 
elder's homes, and in the community. 
We have shared the pain of people who 
have been affected by floods and 
natural disasters and have had the 
pr iv i lege of  serv ing a longs ide 
salvationists who have reached out to 

Are we sad to leave the South Asia 
Zone? Of course, we are! Are we excited 

communities in need. We have rejoiced 
at the opening of new buildings and 
programmes, where we have seen 
promise for the future ministry of The 
Salvation Army. Part of our privilege has 
also included being involved in the 
training and development of Officers, 
staff members and other local leaders. 

How we have loved the opportunity to 
worship together in small halls, in large 
gatherings, in Officers' meetings, with 
cadets at the Training Colleges, and 
then the one on one pastoral visits we 

shared in different people's 
homes. We have valued 

the hospitality of so 
many as they have 
hosted us from time 
t o  t i m e . 
Opportunities to 
conduct reviews 
and support visits 
to the territories 
(and the National 

O ffi c e ) ,  h a v e 
enabled us to see the 

h u g e  a m o u n t  o f 
ministry that is being 

car r ied  out  th rough the 
terr i tor ies, much of which was 
confirmed as we met in small groups 
with soldiers, staff, clients, officers, 
local officers, self-help groups, young 
people and home league members. 
Everyone had a story to tell, a blessing 
to share, and something positive to 
offer.

about going back to the front line to 
serve as Corps Officers again? Of course, 
we are! We carry with us the blessings, 
the experience, and the positive impact 
that our people have imparted to us. 
While we are sad to say “goodbye”, we 
look back on the goodness of God upon 
our lives. The words that are found in 
Philippians 1:3-6 would be true for me as 
I consider our wonderful friends and 
colleagues in India. “ I thank my God for 
you every time I think of you;  and every 
time I pray for you all, I pray with joy  
because of the way in which you have 
helped me in the work of the gospel from 
the very first day until now.  And so, I am 
sure that God, who began this good 
work in you, will carry it on until it is 
finished on the Day of Christ Jesus.”

As we prepare to face the challenge of a 
new appointment, Commissioner 
Marieke and I reflect with gratitude to 
God on all the many things we have 
enjoyed as we have worked alongside 
you all. Our greatest desire is that you 
will continue to serve God faithfully, keep 
putting Him first, and be available to God 
in whatever he may call you to do. I 
conclude with a big THANK YOU for 
enriching our lives, and we believe that 
there is a great future ahead for The 
Salvation Army in India. 

Gratitude and  AppreciationGratitude and  Appreciation

Commissioners Alistair Venter & Marieke Venter
International Secretary and ZSWM, South Asia, IHQ

“God be with 

you till we 

meet again”
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I
t's hard to believe that this chapter of 
our lives is concluding quickly. We are 
extremely grateful to God for giving us 

the privilege to serve this beautiful country 
and to these wonderful people who gave us 
a room and became family to us. It is 
difficult to leave our India, particularly 
Kerala (ISWT) family behind. The 
Salvationists, officers, employees and 
friends of this territory personified a 
significant role in our development as 
leaders and as individuals. There will 
always be a special place for all of you in 
our hearts.

We live in a propensity society that 
increasingly drifts toward commercialism, 
materialism, and secularism, which always 
a challenge to keep the soul get nourished. 
When times are not hospitable for spiritual 
growth, the hurdle of these days must be 
overthrown and should press on nurturing, 
feeding, healing, restoring, and renewing 
the soul.

There are few practical implications 
for building up a stronger spiritual 
life.

Let us be a river, not a swamp. The Bible 
says: "Rivers of living water will flow from 
the heart of those who believe in me" (John 
7:38). Remember, it is the mountain 
stream that carries fresh, life-giving water 
because it flows out. Yet, the swamp is 
stagnant and life-devouring. A swamp 
collects and retains water that flows in. Let 
us avoid being a person who seeks to 
accumulate much and allowing a little to 
flow through. As Christians, we are to let 
blessings flow through us and on to others. 
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I believe all of us are called to be speaking 
like Moses who spoke the words of 
blessing. One of the most beautiful and 
compassionate passage in the Bible is 
conta ins these words of  b less ing 
pronounced by Moses:

When we hoard and dam the blessings in 
our lives, we are in danger of fetching 
spiritually stagnant, emotionally detached, 
and intellectually cynical. Resolve to break 
up the dam and let blessings flow like a 
river. For there the freshness is in the flow.
Never fail to identify our blessings. Too 
often we go through life oblivious to the 
good that comes in and flowing into our 
lives. Try to think of a blessing each day. 
Start by identifying a blessing that came to 
us from a family member, a blessing from a 
neighbour, a blessing from a friend, a 
blessing from a colleague, a blessing from a 
stranger, a blessing from a child, a blessing 
that came from even an enemy. Find ways 
to serve the community, especially tasks 
that promise no reward. Spend some time 
away from the crowd and the noise of life 
and set aside a few minutes to be alone-just 
you and God in quietness, we turn our 
minds away from the problems of life and 
fix our thoughts on God's mind.

L e t  u s  t r y  a n d  b e  c r e a t i v e  i n 
communication, through l iterature, 

è May the Lord bless you and protect 
you.

è May the Lord smile on you and be 
gracious to you.

è May the Lord show you his favour and 
give you his peace. (Numbers 6:24-
26). 

speaking and nonverbal, let it be uplifting, 
encouraging, hearten, and blessing to 
others. This how we will build them up 
meanwhile our own spirit also gets stronger.

Let us all encourage each other to be the 
light and the salt of the world.

My family and I have personally experienced 
and witness the next implications in this 
territory. It is to nurture a shared prayer life. 
Increase the amount of time you spend in 
prayer by sharing in prayer with others. I 
assure to keep everyone in this territory in 
our prayers. Take a leap of faith might be a 
challenging but rewarding step. Spiritual 
growth means taking a leap of faith time to 
time. Rather than trying to get everything in 
place before you start something important, 
why not follow God's leading and allow His 
plan to evolve? Taking a step of faith and 
trusting God to provide what may be needed 
for success, which also allows us to turn our 
worries over to God. This is a clear teaching 
of Scripture: "Give your burdens to the Lord, 
and he will take care of you" (Psalm 55:22).
Be a grateful person; begin every day with a 
Prayer of gratitude to God for having the gift 
of new day. Do this even if the day ahead 
appears ominous. Conclude every day with 
an evening prayer of gratitude to God for the 
blessings of the past hours, even if your day 
was a tough one. Let us challenge ourselves 
to restore someone's faith, find time to heal 
a wounded heart, extend kindness to 
someone who really needs a friend, 
concerned and empathic to one who need 
help to gather up pieces of a broken dream. 
Today, take time to do whatever you can do 
to radiate God's, unconditional love.

BUILDING UP A BUILDING UP A BUILDING UP A 

STRONGER SPIRITUAL LIFESTRONGER SPIRITUAL LIFESTRONGER SPIRITUAL LIFE
Colonels Nihal Hettarachchige 
& Rohini Hettarachchige
Territorial Commander and TPWM
India South Western Territory
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I
t has been our privilege 
and honour to serve at 
the  Ind i a  Na t i ona l 

Office, as the first National 
E xe cu t i ve  Office r  and 
Se c r e t a r y  f o r  Women 
Development after its status 
has been upraised from 
Secretariat from 1st January 
2019. Really this has been a 
challenging job to run and 
facilitate the ministry in 
India by cooperating and 
co l laborat ing wi th  S ix 
territories across India. We 
enjoyed and laboured to meet the 
standards and expectations on us, 
despite the demands we have faced while 
discharging our responsibilities. Working 
at National Office is a blessed opportunity 
bestowed upon us by the Almighty God, 
and  the  In te rna t i ona l  l e ade r s , 
throughout these 22 months, we 
designed and implemented the activities 
and works as per the plans we have 
made, purely with the God's Grace and 
will. 

The other important aspect of being the 
National Executive Officer is to liaise the 
Sa lvat ion Army's  work wi th the 
Governmental authorities, in which I 
personally relished in sorting out the legal 
and statutory  compliance and meeting 
the emerging needs time to time. I 
enjoyed in keeping the India Board on par 
with other corporate standards and, with 

As Secretary for Women Development, 
Colonel Mani Kumari also worked hard to 

the help of International headquarters we 
established corporate compliance with 
the revision of Board Charter, inclusion of 
Board Manual and Membership Charter 
t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e  C o r p o r a t e 
accountability is being worked out and 
met. 

It was also my savouring moment to 
organize various capacity development 
programmes to different personnel 
working in territories.  There is always an 
increased update in the present age, and 
the Officers or the personnel working with 
the Salvation Army must try to catch the 
trend and lead our ministry. We could help 
the territories in such a way that they 
would learn and equip for their better and 
effective service output. 

empower and engage the women to be 
stronger vessels in carrying the flame of 
the Army to its communities. The Women 
are the key stakeholders in our ministry 
and pushing them is the need of the hour, 
and I am sure the input the Women 
Ministry gave through Colonel Mani Kumari 
would have ignited the passion to deploy 
our women folk to establish the Gods 
Kingdom in our Corps Communities. 

As you all know, we are moving from 
National office with a happy heart, as our 
efforts for the ministry at National office 
have been fruitful. With the abundance 
from God, and with the prayers of the 
General and the International Leaders, we 
are moving to India South Eastern 
Territory as Territorial Leaders from 1st 
November 2020. Therefore, bidding 
farewell to the readers of the War Cry at 
this time is a painful task in our hearts, yet, 
we praise God for His faithfulness through 
the readers and the contributors. Please 
keep on praying for the National office and 
for our future ministry. It is our heartfelt 
desire that together we bring our God, the 
Gory in whatever the way he is using us. 
May God Bless the Salvation Army- India 
and the ministry.

FAREWELL GREETINGS FROM COLONELS JOHN KUMAR & MANI KUMARI  DASARI

John Kumar & Mani Kumari Dasari
Colonels

National Executive Officer &
Secretary for Women Development

India National Office, Kolkata 

The United Nations declared October 11th as the International Day of the Girl to 
raise awareness about all issues concerning gender inequality around the world.

This year's theme is: BE BOLD: From Equality to Equity.

This year marks the ninth anniversary of the International Day of the Girl (IDG 
2020). Every year, there is a free event held at the United Nations Headquarters in 
NYC that is completely run by girls!. This year looks a bit different as a result of 
COVID-19, but the event will still be held virtually on the 9th of October.

The Salvation Army International Social Justice Commission is observing the 
International Day of the Girl with a virtual event on  featuring the October 10th
voices of young salvationist girls from around the world. They are providing a 
platform to showcase their talents, using their words and expressions to spread 
awareness on equity, and listen as they embrace the power of their voice.

Join The Salvation Army International Social Justice Commission on their 
Facebook page on  to show your October 10th at 10 am Eastern Time (EST)
support for our girls.

International Day of the Girl 2020 
11th October 2020



6

Article

W
hatever we testify about Jesus 
it is very less. Apostle Paul 
ends a section in Philippians 3 

by saying, “One thing I do, forgetting 
what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead. I pressed on toward the 
goal to win the prize for which God has 
called us heavenward in Christ Jesus” 
(verses 13-14). Is Paul instructing us to 
forget everything that ever happened 
before we met Christ? Is this the 
command to purge our minds of all 
memories? 

Paul had just listed all the religious 
qualifications that to the Jewish mind, 
were of supreme importance, He then 
states, “ I consider everything a loss 
because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus as our Lord (8) 
Paul is making the point that no fleshly 
accomplishment matters in comparison 
with knowing Christ and trusting in His 
righteousness alone for Salvation. 
Regardless of how good or how bad we 
may have been, we must all come to 
Christ the same way, humble, repentant 
and undeserving of His forgiveness.

Most important is to maintain the 
discipline, what we lacked at the 
beginning, but Almighty God gave us 
the strength to survive in every 
situation. We are so much grateful to the 

We praise God for His tremendous 
guidance since last 40 years. 3 years I 
served in THQ-Kolkata from 1980 -1983 
then 1983 – 1985 we were in Training 
College as Cadets and in 1985 April, got 
commissioned as officers. Since then, 
35 years of service is completed in 
officer-ship . We served in various 
capacities in several places. The life 
many a times was not favourable, but 
the living God helped us to maintain the 
standards that required in the Salvation 
Army.

L o r d  a n d  t h e 
Salvation Army 
which provided a 
n e w  l i f e  a n d 
above all  to be 
l i k e  G o d ' s 
children. 

Sooner or later 
mos t  wo r k i ng 
Christians ask the 
question, “What does the Bible say 
about retirement?”

The answer is found in Numbers 
8:23–26, which is the only Bible passage 
referring specifically to this topic. In 
these verses God is telling Moses that 
the Levite priests in the Tent of Meeting 
must retire. The passage reads:

The Lord said to Moses, “This applies to 
the Levites: Men twenty-five years old or 
more shall come to take part in the work 
at the Tent of Meeting, but at the age of 
fifty, they must retire from their regular 
service and work no longer. They may 
assist their brothers in performing their 
duties at the Tent of Meeting, but they 
themselves must not do the work.” 

God is saying “they must retire from their 
regular service and work no longer.”

God created work, and your work is his 
divine calling, but there will come a point 
in your life when you stop doing regular, 
full-time work.

We are New Testament Christians and 
are no longer under the law (we don't 
have to retire “at the age of fifty”), but 
the wisdom of God's message regarding 
the cessation of regular work is still 
valuable and can be helpful to our lives 
today.

The word “work” in this Numbers 8 

passage, as in “work no longer,” is the 
same word used to describe mankind's 
daily labor in Genesis 2:15 which 
declares, “The Lord God took the man 
and put him in the Garden of Eden to 
work it and take care of it.”

Praise be to the living Lord. Amen.

Retirement and the Bible as a retiree you 
can assist, help, guard, and attend to the 
next generation. This can include your 
family members, neighbours, or society 
in general. Whatever form this assistance 
and help will take in your latter years is 
between you and God. Remain active, 
bless others, share, and give.

The retired Levites “may assist their 
brothers in performing their duties.”

To “assist” means to help, to guard, or to 
attend to others. To retire from regular 
work opens the door to new and different 
ways to serve God and others.

In the context of Genesis 2:15, the work 
Adam and Eve were asked was , tilling of 
the ground in the Garden, and by 
extension all the various types of labor 
that will follow. It is these and all 
occupations (e.g., tilling the ground, 
serving in the Tent of Meeting, and the 
daily work of your own career) from 
which God's people can someday retire.

We do acknowledge all the blessings and 
the Salvation, Jesus gave us in the family. 
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GIVING THANKS 

Major Samir Patra (Rtd.)
India Northern Territory 
New Delhi
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Influencing the  Christian Values: 
Christians find that their personal values 
are often different from the values of 
others and from many societal values, 
especially in the changing world in 
which we live today. We live in a time of 
changing values. Such times have 
existed also in the 
past. Believers have 
always had to deal 
w i t h  d i ff e r e n c e s 
between their own 
values and those of 
the society in which 
they lived. Jesus even 
compared the end 
times to the time in 
which Noah lived. "But 

Matthew 28:16-20
Biblical Context: 

L
iterally a disciple is a learner, 
spiritually a disciple is a follower of 
his master (Jesus Christ). We 

know that discipleship is a l i fe 
style.(1cor 3:6-9).  A disciple is one who 
follows Christ, trusting in him alone for 
salvation, worshipping his person, 
loving him with whole heart, imitating 
his life, and obeying his teaching, living 
dependently by abiding in Christ, 
walking in the Holy Spirit, meditating on 
the word of  God,  engaging in 
communion (prayer), and partnering 
with the body of Christ (local church) 
resulting in the transformation of the 
mind, the heart, and the life and leads 
others to do the same.  While being a 
true disciple, we can make a significant 
impact within our society, and I listed 
few things. 

Transforming lives: 
The disciples of Jesus Christ  normally 
understood the transformation of 
society to be an essential part of their 
mission task. While the focal point of 
missions has been to communicate the 
Good News of Christ, to call men and 
women to repentance and faith, and to 
baptise them into the church, it has also 
involved a process of teaching the 
Society to 'observe all things' that Jesus 
commanded. Christians have assumed 
that this obedience would lead to the 
transformation of their physical, social 
and spiritual lives. Sometimes this has 
been well done, sometimes poorly 
done. But missionaries have always 
implicitly assumed that the reception 
and the living out of the gospel would 
begin to transform both individual and 
community life.  

The Impact of Christian 

Caring Others: 

as the days of Noe were, so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be. For as in the 
days that were before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, until the day that Noe entered 
into the ark, and knew not until the flood 
came, and took them all away; so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man be." 
(Matthew 24:37-39). By faith, the disciple 
of God has, as the foundation for his life, 
the Word of God and Jesus Christ as the 
chief corner stone. Even in the midst of a 
rapidly changing world, this foundation is 
secure. Jesus Christ is "the same 
yesterday, and today, and forever." 
(Hebrew 13:8) And His Word is enduring 
and timeless. Jesus himself said, "Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away." (Matthew 24:35)

One of the key elements of being a disciple 
of Christ is to really care about the welfare 
of others without expecting anything in 
return. Rather, as Christians we are to 
reach out and help the sick, hungry, 
naked, vulnerable and powerless because 
they need our help.  We do it because we 
care about the welfare of others because it 
is the right thing to do. Granted, Jesus 
says that when we “give a cup of cold 
water to one of these little ones in the 
name of a disciple – truly I tell you, none of 
these will lose their reward.” The reward is 
the intrinsic feeling of doing the right thing 
for someone else no strings attached. 
When we look at the gospels, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John, it is quite obvious 
where Jesus places the most emphasis 
during his earthly ministry and that is in 
helping others. Jesus heals the sick, feeds 
the hungry, preaches good news to the 
poor, and demonstrates how to live as 
children of God in a world dominated by 
self will. To those that only look inward 
and worry about their righteousness 
without looking around themselves, well 
they are missing the mark by a long shot. 
The whole point of Jesus is that he takes 
care of our salvation and empowers us so 
we can focus on the welfare of others.

Discipleship in shaping �e society

Major G. Santhi Babu
Secretary for SLD
India Central Territory

: Publisher
: National Executive Officer
: Editor, Education Secretary
  & Secretary for Youth & Children

: Designer

Colonel John Kumar Dasari
Colonel John Kumar Dasari

Captain Latha Cheeli

Mr. Buddha Dev Bramhachary
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 In 1952, he married Amarthaluri Rachel, 
a Lutheran by birth and went on to 
become an integral part of The Salvation 
Army work. In 1954, Israel was appointed 
as a teacher, where he served for 2 years, 
in the Salvation Army High School, 
Bapatla.  In 1956, he obeyed God's call 
for officer-ship and was chosen as a 
delegate to attend Internat ional 
Congress in London. He was accepted as 
a Cadet in the 'Faithful Session' at 
International Training College, Denmark 
Hill, London. Having commissioned in 
1957, he returned as a teacher in the 
Salvation Army High School, Bapatla as 
well as In-charge of Boy's Hostel. After 10 
years as a teacher, Captain. Israel was 
promoted as a Headmaster and 
Superintendent of the same school.  He 
also served as Training Principal for 3 
yaers.  In 1978, he was appointed as 
Field Secretary at the Territorial 
Headquarters  of the then Madras & 
Andhra Territory (now known as India 
Central Territory). In 1980, he served as 
Chief Secretary of India Northern 
Territory for 2 years. 

On 15th January 1982, he was elevated 
as Territorial Commander of India 
Northern territory with the rank of 
Colonel.  Colonel Israel served as 
territorial Commander in their home 
territory India Central and again served 
as Territorial Commander for India 
Northern Territory with the rank of 
Commissioner. He  served as Territorial 
Commander for 15 years till retirement on 
31st May 1997 in Kerala, India. 
Commissioner. Israel had the privilege of 
being a member of the Advisory Council 
to the General and had the opportunity to 

J
illapegu Israel was born on 31st May, 
1931 in a Salvationist peasant's 
family in Peralipadu village, Andhra 

P radesh ,  Ind i a ,  a  remote  a rea 
unconnected with any means of public 
transport. His parents were Jillapegu 
Isaac and Rachel amma. He completed 
his school education from Kavuru High 
School that was located 10 kms away 
from his village. Later, he graduated in 
B.A. and B.Ed. 

COMMISSIONER JILLAPEGU ISRAEL 
(1931 – 2020) 

elect three Generals as a member of the 
High Council. Overall, the Commissioner 
Is rae l  a long wi th  h i s  dear  w i fe 
Commissioner Rachel served in The 
Salvation Army at various capacities and 
locations for 40 years from 1957 to 1997.  
Apart from these responsibilities in the 
Salvation Army, Commissioner. Israel  
also served with other ecumenical bodies 
representing the Salvation Army.
  
Commissioners Israel and Rachel were 
blessed with three sons, two daughters, 
eleven grandchildren and fourteen great- 
grandchildren. From the beginning, they 
have been quite affectionate, warm 
towards people and considered them as 
an extended family. They've never 
hesitated to go an extra mile when 

helping the 
needy and 
poo r.  Pos t 
retirement, 
they settled 
in their native village, Peralipadu. Though 
retired from active service, they were 
profoundly involved in God's Ministry and 
Soc i a l  Wo r k  i n  and  a round  t he 
neighbouring areas.

We pray that the Lord Almighty provides 
peace and comfort to Commissioner 
Rachel and the bereaved family. We praise 
God for the services and ministry rendered 
by Commissioner J Israel for the extension 
of God's Kingdom. 

Tribute / Poem

A TRIBUTE TO
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Major Jose P.Mathew,Training Principal  
recievd the new cadets and promised 
i n f r o n t  o f  t h e   l e a d e r s  a n d 

T
he welcome meet ing  of 
Messengers of Reconciliation 
was held on Sunday, the  31st 

August 2020  at Commissioner  P. E. 
George Memorial Church, Trivandrum . 
The Chief guests of the meeting were 
Colonel Nihal Hettiarachchi, Territorial 
Commander and Colonel Rohini 
Hettiarachchi, TPWM who led the 
welcome ceremony. Keeping in view of 
the covid 19 protocol , the meeting was 
limited to 50 participants.  The meeting 
started with the introduction and 
welcome words by Lt. Colonel Joginder 
Masih, Chief Secretary and led the 
opening song 'Thou Christ of burning, 
cleansing flame, send the fire'. After 
the new cadets were presented to 
Territorial commander by Captain 
Ajeshkumar,TYS, the Territorial 
Commander charged to the training 
staff and  reminded him and the 
training staff for the call to be true that 
was enthrusted by the God Almighy 
and the Salvation Army. The TPWM  
handed over the Army flag to the flag 
S e r g e a n t  o f  M e s s e n g e r s  o f 
Reconciliation by pointing out the 
importance of using Army flag,  
followed by the dedication prayer by  
Lt.Col.Shanti Masih, TSWM. 

"Be a True Messenger of God"

congregation  about their readiness 
and dedication to equip the cadets 
spiritually and theologically. The 
Messengers of Reconciliation cadets 
sang their session song that meant 'we 
are the channels to share the gospel of 
reconciliation'. This beautiful song was 
wr i t ten  and  composed  by  the 
cadets.The sharing  of personal 
experience by Cadet Sabinmon P.S was 
really inspirational and touching. The 
Territorial Commander shared the word 
of God from 2 Corinthians 5: 11-20  
with the titt le: the message is 
Reconciliation in Christ”  and included 
the points like Christ can only reconcile, 
it happens only by obedience of faith, 
the purpose of calling and God will 
never make a mistake. The message 
was concluded with a statement that 

"be a true messenger of reconciliation”. 
At the time of  closing the cadets and the 
officers came  to the mercy seat and 
submitted themselves to the hands of 
the God Almighty. 

The meeting was significant in many 
ways and one of the speciality was the 
live streaming of social media, this 
provided opportunity for many people to 
join . We believe that this special 
occasion would have inspired many 
young people to take officership as a 
divine call to serve and to be ministers 
for God's Kingdome expansion in India 
South Western Territory. 

We are so thankful to the territorial 
leadership for the vision who have taken 
the initiative to start this session though 
the times are critical. We praise God and 
offer our utmost Glory to Him alone!
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WELCOME MEETING OF 'MESSENGERS OF RECONCILIATION' 2020-22

Major Alice Jose
Education Officer

India South Weestern Territory
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W
h a t  i s  t h i s  s p i r i t  o f 
Salvationism?  When the 
Salvation Army Soldiers sign 

their Covenant, make a vow with God 
that they “will show the spirit of 
Salvationism.” What does this mean? 
When I was in Sunday School, I was 
taught to recite a bible verse every 
Sunday and a passage for Oratorical 
contest annually, we were also given pin 
cards to raise the money to the Self 
Denial. As Salvationists we follow the 
principles of discipleship. We believe in 
death, resurrection of Jesus Christ and 
salvation of mankind.  In the community 
of Salvationists family, we make sure 
that our children recite the bible verses, 
attend Sunday Schools and family 
prayers without fail. We believe in spirit 
filled life.

For Salvationists, belief and action have 
always been intertwined our faith and 
practice rooted in the Bible. The 
Personal experience and the Christian 
heritage are built up on the foundation 
of the biblical context as interpreted by 
the people of God. They will be true to 
the principles and practices of the 
Salvation Army, loyal to its leaders, and 

 
A true disciple of Lord Jesus worships 
God.  If you are a new creation in Christ, 
you are someone who brings glory to 
God and recognizes His honour. A 
disciple must believe in Christ's death 
and resurrection for his salvation.  He 
must know that he is a child of God and 
Christ dwells within him. A disciple walks 
in the fullness and power of the Holy 
Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is responsible for 
everything that happens in the life of a 
believer—his new birth, daily walk, 
understanding of Scripture, prayer, etc.  
He produces the fruit of the Spirit in us, 
which enables us to live a life of Holiness 
and witness for Christ.

will show the spirit of Salvationism in 
times of popularity or persecution. The 
Trumpet, Timbrel, Drum, Open -Air, and 
the Open Pulpit are meant for all people. 
The Mercy Seat is the place for poor and 
needy(inspirit) to find refuge in the times 
of difficulty and Challenge.

A disciple demonstrates his love for God, 
neighbour, fel low disciples, and 
enemies.  Jesus commands us to love 
God with every fibre of our being and to 
love our neighbours as ourselves. A 

disciple is one who knows how to read, 
study, memorize, and meditate upon the 
Word of God, to store its truths in his 
heart.  It is impossible to walk in the 
fullness of God's Holy Spirit without 
understanding God's Word.  The reverse 
is also true: you cannot understand God's 
Word without the Holy Spirit. A true 
disciple of Jesus is a man or woman of 
prayer.  Jesus challenged us throughout 
Scripture that communicating with God is 
one of the most important things in a 
Christian's life. 

Scripture reminds us that, “without faith 
it is impossible to please God. A disciple 
understands God's grace.  God loves us 
unconditionally, whether we obey Him or 
not.   A disciple is one who witnesses for 
Christ as a way of life. If you love Jesus, 
you are spurred on to tell people about 
Him, testifying to what He has done in 
your life. Christ risen and the Holy Spirit 
dwelling within us.

Being Salvationists, we stand to prove 
ourselves to be true disciples of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.
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Salvationism and 

Colonel John Kumar Dasari
National Executive Officer

India National Office, Kolkata
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Jesus has some interesting things to say about 
the harvest in John 4:34-38. The context of this 
passage follows Jesus' encounter with a 
Samaritan woman beside a well. He reveals 
that he can provide living water (much better 
than well water) which gives eternal life. 
During this conversation, His disciples are off 
getting food and have returned to find Jesus 
talking with a woman. They are shocked by this 
and the fact that He is no longer hungry. Jesus 
then explains that His nourishment comes from 
doing the will of God and finishing this work.

In describing this work God sent Jesus to 
accomplish, Jesus mentions fields ready to 
harvest. He says that everyone knows the 
saying, “Four months between planting and 
harvest.” He is not referring to the actual time 
that transpires between the planting of seeds 
and the production of fruit. He is saying that 
some things can't be hurried and that patience 
is required. James 5:7 says, “… be patient as 
you wait for the Lord's return. Consider the 
farmers who patiently wait for the rains in the 
fall and spring. They eagerly look for the 
valuable harvest to ripen.”  

M
any of us will celebrate Thanksgiving 
this month—a holiday designed so we 
could thank God for the harvest. This is 

the time of year to reap what has been sown 
and recognize that man plants, but God brings 
the harvest. The goal of planting seeds is to 
grow fruit. As we continue “Gardening with 
God,” and as we enjoy our tables loaded with 
pumpkins, turkeys, vegetables, cranberry 
sauce and dressing, let us remember these 
foods don't just come from grocery stores. 
They are products of the hard work and patient 
skill of farmers.

Jesus moves from talking about the harvest to 
preparing the disciples to harvest people for 
the Kingdom: “… the fruit they harvest is 
people brought to eternal life.” As the 
Samaritans are streaming out of the village to 
see Him (v. 30), Jesus sees a ripe harvest ready 

“As I sat by Jacob's well a crowd of Arabs came 
along the road from the direction in which 
Jesus was looking, and I saw their white 
garments shining in the sun. Surely Jesus was 
speaking not of the earthly but of the heavenly 
harvest, and as He spoke I think it likely that he 
pointed along the road where the Samaritans 
in their white robes were assembling to hear 
His words.”

Jesus also used another saying: “One plants 
and another harvests.” This refers to the joy 
experienced by the one who plowed and the 
one who reaped. In harvesting souls, the work 
can be started by one 
person, involve many 
people along the way 
and be completed by 
another. He tells us that 
we might harvest where 
w e  d i d n ' t 
plant—enjoying the fruit 
when others have done 
the work. We should be 
satisfied to prepare the 
ground, plant the seed, 

to believe in Him. It is curious that Jesus says, 
“… the fields are already white for harvest.” A 
ripe field is usually golden or brownish in color. 
A white wheat field would indicate that the 
wheat had gone bad, and the harvest was 
missed. R. Kent Hughes, in his commentary on 
John (“That You May Believe,” Crossway Books, 
1999) relates this story by H. V. Morton who 
observed:  

Matthew 9:36-37 records, “When He saw the 
crowds, He had compassion on them because 
they were confused and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. He said to His disciples, 
'The harvest is great, but the workers are few.'” 
When Jesus encountered people, He saw their 
need and urgency of their sinful lives and 
recognized the eternal significance of their 
coming to faith in God.  

This month, as we enjoy the harvest God has 
provided, we should ask ourselves, “Does our 
nourishment come from doing the will of God or 
from finishing His work of harvesting souls?” We 
should all be plowing (preparing the ground), 
planting (sowing seed), watering, weeding or 
reaping (bringing in the harvest when the field is 
ripe). When Christ returns, or calls us home, 
may He find us hard at the work He has given us!

water the plant or weed and prune as needed. 
There are at least two truths here.

First, everyone's work is important in God's 
Kingdom. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 3:6-7, “I 
planted the seed in your hearts, and Apollos 
watered it, but it was God who made it grow. It's 
not important who does the planting, or who 
does the watering. What's important is that God 
makes the seed grow.”

Second, our work builds on those who have 
gone before us. I am grateful for those who 
have preceded me who have fought this 
salvation war and provided me a ministry where 
I can continue this fight. I am reminded of 
Moses' sermon where he said, “The houses will 
be richly stocked with goods you did not 
produce. You will draw water from cisterns you 
did not dig, and you will eat from vineyards and 
olive trees you did not plant” (Deuteronomy 
6:11).

Then Jesus explained: “My nourishment comes from doing the will 
of God, who sent me, and from finishing his work. You know the 
saying, 'Four months between planting and harvest.' But I say, 
wake up and look around. The fields are already ripe for harvest. 
The harvesters are paid good wages, and the fruit they harvest is 
people brought to eternal life. What joy awaits both the planter 
and the harvester alike!  You know the saying, 'One plants and 
another harvests.' And it's true. 3I sent you to harvest where you 
didn't plant; others had already done the work, and now you will 
get to gather the harvest.”
John 4:34-38 NLT

Lt. Colonel Dean Hinson 
continues his theme of 
"Gardening with God" 

as he explores the first 
parable in Mark's Gospel. 

by Lt. Colonel Dean Hinson

Lord of the HarvestLord of the HarvestLord of the Harvest

Many of us will celebrate Thanksgiving this month—Many of us will celebrate Thanksgiving this month—
a holiday designed so we could thank God for the harvest...a holiday designed so we could thank God for the harvest...
Many of us will celebrate Thanksgiving this month—
a holiday designed so we could thank God for the harvest...
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A
 divine objective behind this great 
event is to save the hurting souls 
and bring change around the 

globe. Love in Action in Christian context 
based on to fulfil the will of God, it can be 
part of important element in Christian 
constitution for religious practices to pass 
this moral obligation to future generation 
to carry on the ministry of God on the face 
of the Earth. “A new commandment I give 
to you, that you love one another; as I 
have loved you, that you also love one 
another. By this all will know that you are 
My disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” —John 13:34-35 NKJV. Faith is 
compelling when it is seen in action. 
When Jesus announced that He would be 
leaving, He gave one very simple and 
profound instruction: “Love one another.”

Jesus asked His disciples to practice the 
love that He modelled. If they reflected 
the example of Jesus' love, they would 
stand out in a world that does not 
understand love. Jesus explained, “By 
this all will know that you are My disciples, 
if you have love for one another” (v. 35). 
The distinguishing mark of Jesus 
followers is how faith influences their 
daily actions: how they work alongside 
co-workers, how they solve problems, 
how they speak to spouses and children, 
how they work out problems with church 
members. Jesus' followers live differently, 
demonstrating love consistently toward 
others.

The Founder, General William Booth 
realised, there was responsibility towards 
God, towards our community and 
towards others in need. He felt the need 
to make Love in action, as a one of the 
important activities to sustain the 
Salvation Army activities. Love in action 
does not mean that only doing charitable 
activities but it's all about money, wealth, 
time, love, talents and relationship and 
friends of the community.

Love in Action is Serving in Reality

Love in Action is 
Paving Justice:

Because of the strong 
teaching of Scripture, 
Christians have often 
been at the forefront 
of the struggles for 
social justice, such as 
t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f 
slavery, the right of all 
c i t i zens  to  vo te , 

Perhaps the best example of loving 
service is seen in Jesus himself, who said: 
"For even the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many." (Mark 10:45) "For 
God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life." (John 3:16). Giving is the larger 
category of which serving is a vital subset. 
We serve because we are giving of 
ourselves.

Love in Action brings Generosity:

We know Jesus' Parable of the Good 
Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37). In this life 
changing lesson, to illustrate that our 
responsibility to love our neighbour does 
not end with our own family or even our 
own ethnic group. The Samaritan in the 
story took pity on the injured man: "He 
went to him and bandaged his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the 
man on his own donkey, took him to an inn 
and took care of him. The next day he took 
out two silver coins and gave them to the 
innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and 
when I return, I will reimburse you for any 
extra expense you may have.'" (Luke 
10:34-35).  It is Jesus' example of 
generosity above and beyond what might 
be expected.

justice for the poor, to name just a few. 
This pleases God, who is known as the 
Defender and Helper of the fatherless 
(Proverbs 23:10-11; Psalm 10:14).

When we begin to follow Christ, we resolve 
to love our neighbour even if it costs us. 
And it does cost us—it costs us our 
preferences, our time, our financial 
r e sou rces ,  ou r  en t i t l emen t ,  ou r 
stereotypes. At times, it costs us our 
popularity, respect, and more. But in laying 
these aside, we learn the brokenness of 
the object of our love in a deeper way. We 
find increasing empathy, and as we 
mature, we resolve to love our neighbour 
no matter what it costs us.

Jesus saw his ministry, in Isaiah 61:1-2, 
the prophet, as follows: When the 
Kingdom of God comes in completeness, it 
will be a kingdom of justice and peace for 
all. In the meantime, we are to serve in our 
communities to bring a foretaste of that 
Kingdom to our world.

This is the kind of love that marks believers 
as distinct from the world. What is the will 
of God for your life? That you love as you 
have been loved. When faced with a 
decision, ask yourself: Which choice 
enables me to grow in agape for God and 
others? And then choose according to his 
will.
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LOVE IN ACTIONLOVE IN ACTIONLOVE IN ACTION

Lieutenant Colonel
Prakash Chandra Pradhan 
Secretary for Business Administration 
India Northern Territory
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“Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit”. Matthew 28:19 (NIV)

As we are living in the modern world, it is 
possible to be an exemplary disciple of 
Jesus. It is certainly very difficult but by no 
means is it impossible. Obviously, there are 
several differences in our world today and 
the world of Jesus', such as modern 
technology that we have in present days.

B
ible Reference: John 15: 8, “By this 
My Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit and so prove to be my 

disciples”.

Just before Jesus ascended to heaven, He 
gave the great commission to His followers 
(disciples) which are still relevant for us as 
we claim ourselves Christians – followers of 
Jesus Christ, for which we are to  be clear of 
our mission and purpose and, must be well 
aware of the one who called us for the 
mission. We are all called to continue the 
good work of Jesus Christ, and we as 
Christians must work hard and pray eagerly 
for the growth of the kingdom of God on 
earth. 

Go!: The word 'go' is a command which 
must be responded with an action. To fulfil 
the great commission of Jesus Christ, the 
first thing is to 'go'. This word reminded me 
of William Booth's phrase to his son, 
Bramwell Booth 'Go and do something'. 
The zeal and passion that urged William 
Booth was to fulfil God's purpose - to go 
and do something. As we step out for a 
mission, we also have to be clear of the way 
that we have to go and the way that we are 
leading others.  As bel ievers,  our 
destination is always to reach the feet of 
the Father. Jesus himself said, “I am the 
way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.” 
John 14:6) It is no doubt that we have to be 

alert of our aim , in the same manner, we 
have to be clear and stay focussed on the 
way –  which is only Jesus! Only through 
him, we can lead to the Father.

All nations: This part of the commission 
speaks of inclusivity. The plan of salvation 
should break every barrier – sex, culture, 
denominations, faith background and so on. 
We may have encountered diversities along 
the journey of discipleship, but the mission 
embraces all nations around the world. As 
we minister in the multicultural community, 
let us encourage ourselves to break the 
barriers and encompass every one, take 
notice, value every person and take every 
opportunity to make them as disciple of 
Jesus Christ.

As we live in a contemporary post-modern 
era, it is often a challenge to just go and 
trying to make them as disciple of Jesus 
Christ. Our world and diversities have many 
hindrances. But the truth and the way 
remain eternal. The numbers of church 
goers have become 
declining and we have 
b e e n  c o n fi n e d  i n 
w o r l d l y  t h i n g s , 
c rea t i ng  ou r  own 
space, and trying to 
grab our personal 
i n t e r e s t  t o  f u l fi l 
nour i shments  and 
satisfaction. People 
b e c a m e  v e r y 

Make disciples: What will be our mission 
purpose and priority? It is obvious that it is 
to make disciples – true disciples of Jesus 
Christ. As we journey along, we may come 
in contact with different individuals having 
varieties of challenges. By demonstrating 
the love of Jesus and sharing the grace that 
will eventually bring transformation in their 
lives. As we preach, so may we live, and I 
am confident that through this manner, we 
can lead them along in that journey and 
make them disciple of Jesus.

sophisticated with an idea of atheism. In 
such circumstances, as believers and 
minister of religion, we need to take every 
opportunity to go and reach to people. 

Our technique may not be the same old but 
make use of every potential and resources 
that we have to make connections with 
others and build relationship. We are very 
much connected with technologies – 
internet, mobile phones and other medias. 
Believers in this post-modern era should 
make the best use of these resources. It may 
be a challenge to find time and meet, but we 
still can connect them by using these 
resources, build relationship and try to 
become a transforming influence that can 
change and transform them to become a 
disciple of Jesus Christ. In every community, 
we are encountering with individual under 
social pressures and challenges such as 
human trafficking, same sex marriage, 
divorce, suicide, addictions, living together 
without marriage and many others. May we 
all be encouraged with General Brian 
Peddle's Call to Mission: 'Be Ready, Be 
Engaged and Take responsibility'. All 
believers should be ready to go and reach to 
people, engaged in our mission and also take 
every responsibility to make disciple and 
bring them at the feet of Jesus Christ and 
each must be willing to participate fully in the 
church to help spread the word of God and to 
promote Christianity.

‘The Exemplary

Lieutenant Colonel Simon S. P. 
Chief Secretary
India Eastern Territory 

 in the Contemporary World'
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1.First, Congratulations on this new 
responsibility. How do you feel and react 
on this task?

Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking is being 
practiced successfully and touching to the 
peaks due to poverty, Lack of employment 
opportunities, gender inequality, illiteracy, lack 
of education and awareness. The trafficking of 
Human beings in India and in South Asia zone 
may vary from one place to another but the 
ultimate purpose of it is to exploit the human 
beings physically, psychologically, and 
economically.   

By the Report of south Asia Regional second 
conference, I came to know that the 
community people are not agree to accept that 
modern slavery and human trafficking is 
prevailing in their society / community. 
Communities are ignorant towards the issue 
and are neglecting the fact that human 
trafficking can happen in their own families. 
They neither show their interest nor ready to 
share any ideas of concern. 

3. What are the challenges in the Zone / 
Territories to address this problem?

2. How do you look at the Human 
Trafcking and Modern Slavery in Indian 
/ Zonal Context?

4. How do you think that your experience 
i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o c i a l  J u s t i c e 
Commission help in this role?

I think this is the main obstacle to address the 
issue of MSHT at grass root level. But God has 
provided us Holy Spirit the wonderful 
counselor. By the help of Holy Spirit we would 
be successful in our International “FIGHT FOR 
FREEDOM” strategy to address this problem. 

In order to establish the kingdom of God which 
is just, ISJC is focusing on three primary goals. 
These goals are:
· Increase Passion for Justice in the Salvation 
Army Family.

Thank you very much for congratulating me. I 
would say that this is the will and plan of God 
for me to render my services as Zonal Modern 
Slavery and Human Trafficking response 
Coordinator. As an individual God has called me 
to fit into this greater plan of God, this is my 
conviction and commitment with God that 
whatever the services God would assign me, I 
would render as a servant. I am also very much 
thankful to my International, ISJC and 
Territorial Leaders for giving me this 
opportunity. 

· Awareness of Prevention would be raised at 
Corps level.

To fight against MSHT Resources, people and 
skills are available to us. Young people are vital 

6. In what way this problem be discussed in 
Corps level? 

· MSHTR teams would be equipped by FBF 
Conversation, so that these teams may 
respond the issue at grass root level.
· International Positional statement on MSHT 
and Fight for Freedom strategic plan would be 
introduced at Corps level.
·MSHTR Resources would be translated and are 
being translated into diverse vernacular 
Languages. 

7. How can the Salvation Army youth be 
engaged in promoting social justice, 
particularly to address AHT & Modern 
slavery?

5. What are your plans and priorities 
to bring wider awareness on this issue 
in zone / Indian Territories? How do you 
liaise to work out?

·Influence Global partners for God's 
Justice.

During my tenure in ISJC for “Officer 
Capacity Building Programme” I have been 
equipped holistically in these three primary 
goals to seek justice together for Modern 
Slavery and Human Trafficking. 

International Salvation Army has “Fight for 
Freedom”, The Salvation Army International 
Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking 
Response strategy as well as International 
positional Statement on Modern Slavery and 
human trafficking. Both of these documents 
have outlined our frame work for responding. 
So my priority would be to work collaboratively 
with IHQ-SASIA, International MSHTR 
Coordinator, ISJC, as well as I would be 
c o o r d i n a t i n g  w i t h  a l l  t h e 
National/Territorial/Command / Regional 
MSHTR Coordinator to make this strategic plan 
successful. We would be working on The 
Freedom Action Frame work which consists of 
8P Model: 1. Prayer 2. Prevention 3. Protection 
4. Prosecution 5. Partnership 6. Policy 7. 
Participation   8. Proof. 
 

· Inspire Leaders to seek Justice.

· Prayer is the vital tool to bring change in our 
Global world. Our focus would be on prayer as 
we respond to Modern Slavery and Human 
Trafficking.

· MSHTR teams would be formed at Corps level.

part of our people. First of all awareness of 
prevention would be provided to our young 
people, so that nobody would do fraud with 
them on the basis of providing employment. 

The Freedom Action frame work has 8P Model 
responses which covers different areas of 
Response. In this 8P response model, we have 
'prosecution' and under prosecution, survivors 
would be supported through legal proceedings, 
enable this prosecution of offenders and work 
with offenders to restore a relationship with God 
and society. Therefore, Prosecution would be 
the main tool to advocate on behalf of Human 
Trafficking and modern slavery victims in the 
days to come. 

Jesus' second greatest commandment is “love 
your neighbor as yourself” (Matt. 22:39). 
Through youth camps, youth retreats, 
workshops, Sunday schools, VBS, Music bands, 
Social Media, our youth would be taught to 
identify who is our neighbor. Our neighbor is the 
person who is in trouble and need our help.  We 
need to help that person just like Good 
Samaritan. In this way young people would be 
taught to seek justice together and to tackle the 
issue of MSHT. 

8. How do you visualize that the Salvation Army 
in Zonal level will be advocating on behalf of AHT 
& Modern Slavery victims in the days to come?

9. How can we communicate Gospel while we 
proclaim the liberation from this social issue?

In Nazareth Manifesto (Luke 4:18-20) Jesus 
Christ has declared that he has come to proclaim 
the liberation for oppressed and downtrodden 
and he acted according to his declaration. We 
Christian are the Follower of Jesus Christ and we 
have a great faith in Jesus Christ. But James 
1:17 informs us that if faith is not accompanied 
by action is dead. Being imitators of Christ 
(Philippians 2: 2-6), while we are working on 
“Fight for Freedom Strategy”, implementation of 
action frame work (8P Model) would be the best 
way to  communicate Gospel while we proclaim 
the liberation from this social issue.

A talk with 

    Major Anugrah  Masih

Major Anugrah Masih
Zonal Modern Slavery & Human Trafficking 
Response Coordinator, for South Asia 



When we walk with the Lord, In the light of 
His word….. …….

Trust and obey, for there is no other way, to 
be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. (SA 
2015 Song Book 690)

This song teach us the obligation and 
benefits of trusting and obeying God. 

Abraham is another example of trust and 
obey. As God asked him to leave his country, 
parents and brothers and relatives and go 
wherever he leads him. He trusted and 
obeyed God up to the extent of sacrificing 
his son Isaac. He was called the father of 

T
rust is the most important thing in a 
relationship. It will not work if you do 
not trust other. I trust you is better 

than to say I love you because you may not 
always trust the person you love but you can 
always love the person you trust. The best 
proof of love is trust. To obey is compliance 
with an order, request, law or submission to 
another's authority. The Bible talks a lot 
about obedience as it is seen in many 
scriptures. Children are asked to obey their 
parents in Ephesians 6:1 as this is the right 
way to behave as a child in the family. There 
is a song in the Salvation Army song book as 
follows:

We learn a great lesson from the life of 
David regarding the trust and obedience. A 
shepherd boy obeyed his father and went to 
meet his brothers in a battlefield where the 
Israelites army was challenged by a giant 
warrior of Philistines. The army men of 
Israel were scared but David had with his 
shepherd stick, a sling, five stones and trust 
on God he had a courage to stand in the war 
field and defeat the Giant.  He obeyed his 
father and trusted God and had a victory on 
Goliath. 1 Samuel 17: 45. 

nations, blessed and multiplied.

The time came to leave our home territory 
and we were asked to go and serve in 
Caribbean Territory. It was a tough time for 
us to make decision because we both had to 
leave our aged mothers. Our children were 
in training at two different places. I am 
grateful to my mother who encouraged us 
and said you obey the leader and trust God; 
she encouraged that God would take care of 
us and our children. She firmly advised not 
to not look back, as God was calling us to 
serve in another country. We decided to say 
yes to the call.

Commissioner Sumita and I are looking 
forward to retiring at the end of October 
2020.  We were called by God and we 
accepted the call and submitted our lives in 
the hands of God. When we looked back the 
journey of 42 years, it has been many ups 
and downs, but we would like to express our 
thanks to the Almighty God for his love, 
grace, kindness, compassion, and guidance. 
He led us to so many places through our 
leaders and used us for His ministry. We had 
the opportunity to serve him in Kolkata, 
Delhi, Batala, Moradabad and Dhariwal in 
our home Territory India Northern. He also 
used us in the thirteen states of India 
Northern Terr i tory by v is i t ing and 
ministering to the people.

We had a very good time in a strange country 
but the one motivational aspect of serving in 
the Salvation Army is, wherever we see the 
Salvation Army uniform, we feel at home. 
God had been very good to us and before we 
complete our three years term we received 
the call back to India to serve in the India 
Central Territory as Chief Secretary and 
TSWM and after serving 2 years and 4 
months we were transferred to India South 
Eastern Territory as the Territorial leaders 
and then after serving 3 years and 4 months 
we were moved to India Western Territory as 
Territorial leaders and by the grace of God 
and the kindness of the International leaders,  
we were promoted to  the rank of 
Commissioners in March 2018.

In closing I would like to say thanks to the 
Almighty God for his grace throughout our 
journey of active service. We want to say 
thanks to all our leaders in Divisions, 
Territories and International headquarters for 
their love and support. We also want to say 
thanks to our col leagues, Soldiers, 
employees and local officers for their love and 
support in the ministry wherever God led 
commanded us to minister. We request the 
readers to please remember us in your 
prayers as we enter retirement from active 
service on 1 November 2020. 
God bless you all.
God bless the Salvation Army.

Commissioners Edwin Masih and 
Sumita Masih
Territorial Commander and TPWM
India Western Territory
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