
SERVICE TO OTHERS AS TO THE LORD 
 

Many of us look right through others and never see them, let alone care about what 
they need. When we focus on our own concerns, much of the world is simply 
invisible to us. Service is rooted in seeing- in seeing others as God does. God cares 
about everybody. If we harbour hatred that breeds neglect of any of God’s people, 
we are hindering the Spirit of Jesus. The spirit of Jesus is compassionate, a serving 
spirit that always works for the good of others. Jesus maintains that love for others 
clearly demonstrates whether we know God or not.  
 
Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, ‘Everybody can be great because anybody can 
serve. You don’t have to have a college degree to serve. You don’t have to make 
your subject and verb agree to serve. You only need a heart full of grace, a soul 
generated by love.’ 
 
How are we to serve as Christians?   
The Lord Jesus was always a servant, the servant of all, the servant of servants, he 
said, ‘I am among you as one who serves.’ (Luke 22 v 7) Jesus didn’t come to be 
served but to serve. He went as low as washing his disciples’ feet and humbled 
himself to the death on the cross – what a service! How can his service attract us to 
improve the service we have for others, denying our own lives for the sake of others? 
Scriptures tells us that Jesus told his disciples that whoever wishes to follow him 
should deny himself, take up his cross and follow him. 
 
Service that is not self-seeking 
As Christians we should always be careful, but in this life there will always be a part 
of us (the bible calls it ‘the flesh’) that will say ‘If I have to serve, I want to get 
something for it. If I can be rewarded, or gain a reputation for humility, or somehow 
turn it to my advantage, then I will give the impression of humility and serve.’ This 
isn’t Christ-like service. This is hypocrisy, ‘self-righteous service,’ which requires 
external rewards, needs to know that people see and appreciate the effort, seeks 
human applause, is highly concerned about results, wants to see if the person 
served will reciprocate in kind and lastly strains and pulls for  honour and recognition. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, we must reject self-righteous service as a sinful 
motivation and serve ‘in humility,’ considering ‘others better’ than ourselves. 
(Philippians 2 v 3) 
 
Humility in Service 
We are to serve with humility because it leads to Christlikeness. If as Christians we 
don’t discipline ourselves to serve for the sake of Christ and his Kingdom and for the 
purpose of godliness, we will ‘serve’ only occasionally or when it’s convenient or self-
serving. You and I need to follow Jesus’ footsteps and serve others with commitment 
and humility. Jesus humbled himself to the death on the cross. He never counted 
himself better than those whom he served. He went down to the least person for that 
was his purpose for his coming to this planet earth. 
 
As Christians we are gifted to serve 
At the moment of salvation when the Holy Spirit comes to live within us, he brings a 
gift with him. (1 Corinthians 12 v 4 &11) There are many varieties of gifts and the 
Holy Spirit determines by his sovereign will which gift goes to who. There are 



different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. All these are work of one and the same 
Spirit, and he gives them to each one as he determines. 1 Peter 4 v 10 certifies that 
each Christian is specially gifted and the purpose for that gift is service. Each one 
should use whatever gift he has received to serve others faithfully administering 
God’s grace to its various form. 
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