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The Salvation Army, an international
movement, is an evangelical part of the
universal Christian Church. Its message
is based on the Bible. Its ministry is
motivated by the love of God. Its mission
is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and
to meet human needs in his name without
discrimination.

A God-raised and Spirit-filled Army,
Convinced of its calling today
To enter the world of the hurting
With Jesus, the Life, Truth and Way;
We ask that your Spirit’s infilling
Will guide us, empower and inspire;
O Lord, give your presence to make us
One Army, your Army, on fire.1
SINCE the Salvation Army’s earliest days,
Salvationists have been convinced that God
called it into being. The Army, as such,
was not planned. It was not a scheme or
strategy devised by any human being. It was
a product of the Spirit of God moving in the
hearts of his people 150 years ago.
William Booth began his preaching and
ministry in the East End of London in 1865,
simply because he was convicted to do so.
He felt the call of God on his life in such
a powerful way that he was compelled
to obey what he strongly believed was
God’s will. His wife Catherine was no less
convinced and, together, they put their
heart and soul into reaching people with
the good news of Jesus Christ. They not
only preached the gospel, but also put their
beliefs about the love of God into action.
Other like-minded people, equally
dedicated, worked with them in an
increasingly organised way, adopting local
names for their God-inspired movement,
including The Christian Mission. After
a few years, the mission – still largely
based in London – arrived at a point in
its development where fresh thinking was
required. In 1878, in discussion with his
son, Bramwell, William Booth was inspired
to rename the mission as The Salvation
Army2. No one had planned this moment.
It was something, they were sure, that God
had prompted. It was God-raised. He had
called it into being.
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For the next decade – and beyond – the
growth of the Army was phenomenal.
Hundreds upon hundreds of corps were
opened in the United Kingdom and work
among the poor began to expand. The Army
moved rapidly throughout the world, so
much so that by the time William Booth died
in 1912 the Army had established itself in 58
countries and colonies3. As the work spread
then, so it spreads now, and the sense of God
having raised up the movement and called it
into being is as strong as ever.

The Salvation Army is called to make a
difference, to see lives transformed by the
power and love of God. Salvationists the
world over are called to be his people in
all kinds of situations – and to help and
encourage others to hear the call of
Jesus too.

IN DISCUSSION
1. Discuss reasons for believing the Army was called into being by God.
Zechariah 4:6; 1 Corinthians 1:26; 1 Peter 2:10
2. Read the verse of the song (above) and discuss what the Army is called to today.
Luke 4:18, 19; John 14:6
3. How should The Salvation Army relate to other churches?
Philippians 2:1-4; 1 Corinthians 12:12-20
4. What is the reason for the Army’s spread to more than 125 countries?
1 John 3:24; John 15:5

03

IN PRAYER
Pray that both you and Salvationists everywhere will have a renewed understanding of
what God is calling the Army to today.

IN CALLING
NOTES

Through the years the Army has taken its
place alongside other churches, confident that
it has its own divinely-ordained place within
the Body of Christ4. It is called to make the
gospel clear and plain; called to minister to
the poor and marginalised. It is not meant to
compete with other churches, or even to copy
them. It is simply called to obey God’s will
and be what God wants it to be. It has its own
specific part to play in God’s grand design.
Its international mission statement expresses
this briefly and with clarity:
THE BOOK
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IN DISCUSSION
1. Why does the Army believe that God’s love is for everybody?
John 3:16; John 13:34
2. How did Jesus describe his mission?
Luke 19:10; John 3:17
3. Define ‘salvation’. Why is it in our name – The Salvation Army?6
Luke 19:9; Ephesians 6:17; Titus 2:11
4. Why do we need God’s salvation?
Romans 3:10, 23

JESUS was clear about his purpose for
coming to earth and he made a number of
statements about it that are recorded in the
Gospels. In John he said that he would ‘draw
all men’ – everybody – to himself by being
‘lifted up’ (12:32). His sacrificial death on a
cross would speak his unremitting message
of love to all ages. It is not surprising then,
that the Army has taught that God’s love is
for ‘the whosoever’ – everybody – not just
for the chosen few5.
Yet Jesus deliberately took time to express
a particular concern for those whose way of
living seemed to separate them from God.
When he was criticised for having dinner at
Matthew’s house with ‘tax collectors and
sinners’, he left his critics in no doubt as
to where his priorities were. He told them:
‘I have not come to call the righteous, but
sinners’ (Matthew 9:13). He said something
similar to those who complained that he had
accepted the hospitality of another despised
tax collector, Zacchaeus: ‘The Son of Man
came to seek and save the lost’ (Luke 19:10).
Saving people – lost people – was his prime
concern. That makes it the Salvation Army’s
prime concern too. That is why it is in our
name – The Salvation Army!
Because Jesus came to call sinners, anyone
who follows him is bound to do the same.
It is the natural thing to do – especially
because, when we each look honestly into
our heart, we discover we are all sinners
(Romans 3:23). And it is the natural thing to
do because those who have themselves first
asked Jesus for salvation will be authentic in
any invitation they give to others.
Not one of us has lived a perfect life. We
have all made mistakes. We have all done
wrong. Unless we are blind to our faults, we
know we are less than we could be. There is
always more God can reveal to us that will
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IN PRAYER
Ask God for a greater realisation of the vastness of his love and its implications for the
ways in which we interact with other people.

IN CALLING
NOTES

05

help us improve in depth of love and living.
We all stand in need of God’s grace and
forgiveness. Jesus calls it ‘salvation’.
The crowd outside the house of Zacchaeus
accused Jesus of going ‘to be the guest of a
sinner’ (Luke 19:7). When Jesus privately
and personally helped Zacchaeus see the
error of his ways, Zacchaeus became a
new man – transformed by Jesus. With
the evidence of a saved person in front of
him, Jesus turned again to the crowd with
a powerful message. ‘Today salvation has
come to this house’ (Luke 19:9), he said.
Whenever a man or woman, boy or girl, asks
Jesus into ‘the house’ of their heart and life,
it can again be said that Jesus has gone to be
the guest of a sinner. He comes willingly and
lovingly. And as he does so, he says to us
‘Today salvation has come to this house’ –
our hearts.
Jesus calls us to call others.
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IN DISCUSSION
1. When Jesus calls ‘Follow me!’, what are the implications for you personally?
Mark 1:16-20; John 21:15-22
2. In what ways is following Jesus a true adventure?
Matthew 19:16-30; Mark 8:34, 35
3. What is unique about relationship with Jesus?
John 10:3; 1 Thessalonians 5:24
4. How important to Jesus are you and the part you play in his mission?
Matthew 6:26; Luke 10:1, 2

WHEN Jesus began his ministry in Galilee
2,000 years ago, he did so by using two
words, ‘Follow me!’ They were both an
invitation and a command – an invitation
to play a part in the work of God on earth,
and a command waiting to be obeyed.
Then, as now, there was no undue pressure
to respond – Jesus allowed the rich, young
ruler to walk away (Matthew 19:22) –
because response has to be a personal
choice.

IN PRAYER
Pray for a readiness to say ‘yes’ to God without placing your own conditions on his call.

IN CALLING
THE CALL
TO FOLLOW

IN CALLING
NOTES
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As far as we can tell, Peter and Andrew,
and James and John, were first to say ‘yes’
to the call of Jesus. Mark’s Gospel tells
us that they followed ‘at once’ (1:18) and
‘without delay’ (1:20). Their responses
were wholehearted – without bargaining or
compromise.
While Salvationists believe the Army – as
a church – was called into being by God,
it could not have commenced without
individual responses to the call of Jesus.
It is sustained and grows today only
because countless individuals still respond
personally to the same call that has sounded
through the ages – ‘Follow me!’
To respond to his call is to begin a journey
through life with the Lord of life. It is to
be in safe hands – the safest hands in the
world. It is to be guided by the one who
knows both the beginning and the end. It is
to embark in faith on an adventure that may
test our trust to its limits, but that can also
develop and strengthen us in ways we could
never have imagined.

that ‘the sun, with all those planets
revolving around it and dependent on it,
can still ripen a bunch of grapes as if it
had nothing else in the universe to do’7. In
the same way, Jesus Christ is able to have
personal relationship with each one of us,
as if we were the only person in the world
claiming his attention. There is no other
relationship like it – and all who commit to
him are united by him too.
We are called to follow as individuals. We
are also called to be God’s people – strong
in unity, love and purpose.

Centuries ago, Galileo – Italian philosopher,
mathematician and astronomer – declared
IN CALLING
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IN PRAYER
Pray for guidance and insight as to how you might help others come out of darkness
and into God’s ‘wonderful light’.

CHRISTIANS use their one life in all kinds
of professions. There are Christian farm
workers, engineers, scientists, shopkeepers
and taxi drivers – and some who have no
job at all. Some people feel a particular
calling – to be a doctor, a nurse, a teacher,
an aid worker, or someone who works
especially on behalf of others. Many
Christians feel called to those professions.
But is there something that – whatever our
job – all Christians are called to be?
Without question, Christians are called to be
good. They are called to be caring, loving,
kind and patient. The New Testament
gives such messages over and over again.
Whatever their work – or none – Christians
are called to represent Jesus faithfully. A
Christian who is full of hatred or who tells
lies is not a true Christian at all. Christians
are meant to be honest and forgiving, and
if they are not they give Christianity a bad
name. As those claiming to be Christian are
naturally thought to be followers of Christ,
it is important not to give a contradictory
message by the way we live.
Jesus told his followers they were called to
be lights in the world (Matthew 5:16). The
apostle Peter said becoming a Christian
was like being ‘called out of darkness’
into God’s ‘wonderful light’ (1 Peter 2:9).
In the next verse he said, ‘Once you were
not a people, but now you are the people
of God’ (v 10). We are called to be God’s
people – bringing light into a dark world –
identifiable as ‘a people’ raised up to make
the world better; more as God wills it to be.
As the Army is called to be a force for
good in the world, it is vital that its people
– Salvationists – have first been made
good (clean, holy) by Jesus himself. They
have been given a vision by God of what
the world could become if his love was
received into all our hearts. The love of
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CALLED TO BE
Christ is meant to be enjoyed by everyone.
It is not intended for some nations and not
others. This is why internationalism is not
only a hallmark of The Salvation Army, but
also is seen as part of God’s universal plan
(Matthew 28:19).

There are many ways in which
Salvationists are identifiable as a
people of God. The book, Called
to be God’s People, written after
the International Spiritual Life
Commission presented 12 calls to the
Army world, gives teaching on those
calls. They include calls: to worship,
to study God’s Word, to celebrate
Christ’s presence, to soldiership, to our
life in the world, to our life together
and to cultivate faith. Now available
in a number of languages, the book
(with DVD free on request for this
series from the IHQ Communications
Section) gives Salvationists the
world over many reminders of why
The Salvation Army was called into
existence – and what it is called to be.
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The book is available from IHQ and Salvation
Army trade departments, and online at Amazon.

Salvationists are called to be God’s people.
They become his people through his grace
and by his presence in their lives. They stay
a powerful force for good in his world as
they share their life in him together.
IN DISCUSSION
1. Discuss what it is like to be called out of
darkness into light.
John 3:19-21; Isaiah 9:2
2. In what ways can Christians be lights in
the world?
Matthew 5:16; 1 Peter 2:12
3. What kind of people are we called to be?
Ephesians 4:1; 1 Corinthians 1:2
4. Discuss ways in which the Salvation
Army’s internationalism is in harmony
with God’s will.
Philippians 2:9-11; Ephesians 4:11-13
THE BOOK
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WHILE Salvationists are called to be a
people of God within his Church, they are
also called to action. They fight battles
against sin, evil and the devil (1 Peter 5:8).
They challenge injustice and try to put
wrongs right. They feed the hungry, trace
the lost, comfort the lonely, befriend the
friendless and are ready to respond to need
in whatever form it takes.
When William Booth was overwhelmed by
the desperate plight of homeless, hungry
men, he instructed his son, Bramwell, to ‘go
and do something’8. Doing something has
been an integral part of Salvationist calling
from the very beginning.
Today The Salvation Army has capacity to
house some 24,000 homeless people, 10,000
elderly people, 1,350 mothers and babies,
1,550 disabled people, and provides shelter
for 20,000 people needing emergency
accommodation for a variety of reasons9.
It educates almost 500,000 young people
each day. It does much more, of course,
but the attitude in which the Army gives
its ministry is at least as important as the
ministry itself.
Among the things Jesus instructed his
followers to do was this – ‘Do good to those
who hate you’ (Luke 6:27). This is not a
command for people who simply like to do
good; it is a reminder that something extra
is called for from Christians. Jesus called
it going the ‘extra mile’ (Matthew 5:41).
Some manuscripts quote Jesus more fully.
They say: ‘Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them which…persecute
you’ (Matthew 5:44 KJV). Love, bless, do
good and pray are all doing words! Some
people may be able to ignore those who hate
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IN DISCUSSION
1. How important is it that Christians are active for God and ‘do something’?
Isaiah 1:15-17; 1 John 3:18; James 1:27
2. Why is the attitude in which we serve God more important than simply doing
something?
Philippians 2:5; Matthew 6:1-8
3. Why does Jesus tell us to love our enemies? How well do we do this?
Matthew 5:43-48; Luke 23:34
4. List and discuss ways in which we should not discriminate against people.
Matthew 7:1, 2; James 2:1-9

IN CALLING
CALLED TO DO

IN PRAYER
Pray that the attitude in which you give service for the Lord will be a reflection of his love.

IN CALLING
NOTES
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them or tolerate those who curse them, but
Jesus asks for more – ‘do good’ and ‘bless’,
he says.
Sometimes it’s possible to be active simply
for the sake of appearing to do something.
Jesus asks us to look deeper and to act
with motives strengthened by his presence
in our lives. The Salvation Army mission
statement (quoted on page 03) speaks of our
giving service in Christ’s name ‘without
discrimination’. This means, of course, that
we embrace people of every race, caste and
creed, and every gender, age and nation
– and it is important that we do so. But
it also means that we do not discriminate
against those we don’t like or who need
our forgiveness or who work against us. If
we are to be God’s people we must live by
God’s love – with everything we do in his
name being a reflection of his love for us.
THE BOOK
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IN CULTURE

MIWA NAKAJIMA, A SALVATION ARMY OFFICER,
WRITES ABOUT HER HOME COUNTRY
WHEN asked about my country, one of the hardest questions to answer is ‘What is the
most popular religion in Japan?’ Buddhism, Shintoism (where a variety of spiritual
entities are worshipped) and Christianity can be said to be the major religions. But the
fact is that the majority of Japanese people mix their religions – for example they might
dedicate their baby at a Shinto shrine, get married in a Christian church, and hold a funeral
in a Buddhist temple. Nowadays, many young people form long queues to see popular
fortune tellers, but this is not seen as unusual as it is normal practice in our society.
AESTHETICS OF TRADITIONAL CULTURE
Although Japan went through rapid modernisation in the latter part of the 20th century,
people have kept a keen interest in spiritual things. This may be due to our roots, which
go back to Japanese mythology from more than 2,000 years ago. Our way of thinking
is very much based on pantheism – a belief that there is spirit in everything. Because of
this, we are taught to appreciate and respect everything around us, from nature, to people,
to material things. You can see this reflected in the aesthetics of our traditional culture,
such as the careful layout of Japanese gardens or the disciplined art of the tea ceremony.
However, with the heavy influence of materialism and individualism in the past few
decades, spiritual expression has become more of a culture rather than faith expressed in
personal commitment out of personal conviction.
Is ‘being called’ a foreign concept in Japan? I don’t think so. The Japanese are a very
disciplined and loyal people – we have a long history of offering self-sacrificial service to
leaders or to causes that we believe in. However, where people in the past gave their loyalty
to the shogunate (a military dictator) in the feudal age for example, to the emperor during
the period of imperialism, or to a business during the period of economic growth, eventually
they were all let down by the failures of the leaders or the system. The disappointment and
shame that resulted from this may explain why many Japanese people are now sceptical
about making a wholehearted commitment to a single belief or cause.
‘A NAIL THAT STICKS OUT GETS BANGED DOWN’
But how we need to know that there is a sovereign God who does not fail us! How we
need to know that each of us was created uniquely with such love and purpose! It is
reported that every year more than 30,000 people commit suicide in Japan. A society
where conformity and competitiveness somehow coexist is well expressed in the
Japanese proverb, ‘a nail that sticks out gets banged down’. In such a climate, many
IN CALLING
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are rarely assured that they are loved and accepted for who they are, and the sense of
oppression can be unbearably enormous. People would not have to choose death in their
darkest hour if they knew the true, living God who overcomes darkness. People would not
have to remain in despair if they knew that they were loved and cared for by this God who
has a plan and purpose for them.
‘But now thus says the LORD , he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear
not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine”’ (Isaiah 43:1 ESV).
THE CHALLENGE IS GREAT AND THE FLOCK SMALL
This message needs to be delivered to 99 per cent of the Japanese population who do not
know the unfailing love and everlasting peace made available by God’s salvation and
regeneration through the Cross. ‘Here am I. Send me!’ (6:8) was Isaiah’s response when he
had a personal encounter with God. Although the challenge is great and our flock may be
small, I pray that Japanese Salvationists will have ears to hear and time to listen, so that the
Lord can send us to wherever his message needs to be spoken and shared.
CULTURE IN CONTEXT
• How many different spiritual beliefs can you identify in your country? Do people choose
just one or might they choose parts of several?
• In what ways is the Christian Church in your country affected by other beliefs?
• What challenges does The Salvation Army face?
• Would it be wrong for a Salvationist to participate in ceremonies belonging to a different
religion? Discuss your answers.
• ‘It is possible to be part of The Salvation Army culture without actually making any
personal commitment.’ Do you agree with this statement? If so, how can such a situation
be addressed?
THE BOOK
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What resources would you add?
Let us know by emailing
OneArmy@salvationarmy.org
or visit www.salvationarmy.org/
onearmy/resources

The introductory discussion points,
Bible readings and prayers help put the
series into the context of each life and
individual understanding. The Leader’s
Manual has further suggestions as to
how these opportunities for growth
may be developed.

@TSAOneArmy
This unit relates in part to doctrines 5, 6, 7 and 9

REFERENCED RESOURCES
FOR THIS UNIT

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
FOR THE SERIES
BOOKS FOR THE SERIES
The Holy Bible
The Salvation Army Handbook of Doctrine, Salvation Books, IHQ
The Salvation Army in the Body of Christ: An Ecclesiological Statement, Salvation Books, IHQ
The Salvation Army Year Book, Salvation Books, IHQ
The Song Book of The Salvation Army, IHQ
Called to be God’s People – based on the Calls of the International Spiritual Life Commission,
Salvation Books, IHQ
Samuel Logan Brengle: Heart for God, edited by Peter Farthing, Australia Eastern Territory
Holiness Unwrapped, Robert Street, Salvation Books, IHQ and Australia Eastern Territory
The Life and Ministry of William Booth, Roger J. Green, Abingdon Press, Nashville, TN, USA
Who are These Salvationists? An Analysis for the 21st Century, Shaw Clifton, Crest Books,
The Salvation Army, Alexandria, VA, USA
Some of these books are available in a number of languages.
DVDs FOR THE SERIES
Called to be God’s People – based on the
Calls of the International Spiritual Life
Commission, Salvation Books, IHQ
Holiness Unwrapped, Australia
Eastern Territory
Our People – The remarkable story of William
and Catherine Booth and The Salvation
Army, Australia Eastern Territory
Boundless Salvation, four-part series by John
Cleary, Australia Southern Territory
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BOOKS AND ONLINE SOURCES FOR THIS UNIT
Sing to the Lord, Salvationist Publishing and Supplies Ltd, January 2013
2
The General Next to God, ‘Salvo Two’, pp 65-66, Richard Collier, Crest Books, The Salvation
Army, Alexandria, Virginia, USA
3
The Salvation Army Year Book 2012, ‘Booth’s Army – 100 Years On’, p 3,
Salvation Books, IHQ
4
The Salvation Army in the Body of Christ, Amplified Statement, Salvation Books, IHQ
5
The Salvation Army Handbook of Doctrine, doctrine number 6, p xv, Salvation Books, IHQ
6
The Salvation Army Handbook of Doctrine, Chapter 7, pp 151-152, ibid
7
Galileo, born 15 February 1564: died 8 January 1642 (wikipedia.org)
8
The General Next to God, ‘Salvo Six’, pp 175-176, ibid
9
The Salvation Army Year Book 2013, pp 20-22, Salvation Books, IHQ
1

See especially excerpts from the DVD, Our People – the Remarkable Story of William and
Catherine Booth and The Salvation Army, on how the Army began
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Note to youth leaders
This material can be delivered in a
single session. However, by using the
additional resources listed at the end,
or those recommended on the website,
it can be extended over more sessions.
We haven’t included suggested timings
because much will depend on the age,
understanding and size of each group.
For some of the activities in the series,
advanced preparation and materials
are required.
See also the Leader’s Manual for other
ideas that could be adapted.
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ICEBREAKER AND
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INCALLINGNOTES

MATERIALS NEEDED
‘BABY NAMES’ BOOK

INCALLING
CALLED INTO BEING
SINCE the Salvation Army’s earliest days,
Salvationists have been convinced that God
called it into being. The Army, as such, was
not planned. It was a product of the Spirit of
God moving in the hearts of his people 150
years ago. This can be reflected in how The
Salvation Army got its name.
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and discover the meaning of one another’s
names. If you don’t already know, you may
be able to use a ‘baby names’ book to help
or look on the Internet to find out (group
leaders could research this in advance).
Think about these questions with
others in your group:

In 1865 William and Catherine Booth,
called by God, began ministering in the East
End of London, preaching and showing
God’s love in action to ordinary people.
Over a number of years the mission grew
and eventually arrived at a point in its
development where fresh thinking was
required. In 1878, in discussion with his
son, Bramwell, William Booth was inspired
to rename the mission The Salvation Army.
No one had planned this moment. It was
something, they were sure, that God had
prompted. It was God-raised. He had called
it into being (see page 02 of the main text).

Why do you think you were called by
your given name? Have you been named
after somebody or for a special reason?
Do you think the meaning of your name
reflects at all the kind of person you are?
Now discuss the name ‘The Salvation
Army’. Does it reflect the kind of
movement that you are part of today?
How does the name reflect the calling
that God has placed upon it?

Do you know what your name means?
Take a moment to go around your group
IN CALLING– CALLED INTO BEING
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CREATIVE

WORSHIP IDEA

INCALLINGNOTES

MATERIALS NEEDED
MUSIC PLAYER

INCALLING
THE CALL TO SINNERS
THE name ‘The Salvation Army’ reflects
Jesus’ mission to save those who are lost
(see page 04 of the main text). When we
look into our hearts we become painfully
aware that we are sinners in need of God’s
salvation. The good news is that Jesus issues
the call to everyone, and those who ask him
into their hearts and lives can be saved.
This amazing truth reminds us of why God
deserves our thanks and praise.
As a creative act of worship, spend
some time celebrating God’s saving power.
If you have accepted God’s call to save you
from sin, take a minute or so to think about
how your life has changed. Fill in the blanks
of this sentence:
‘Thank you God, because before I was
, now I am
!’
(e.g. ‘before I was sad, now I am happy!’).

IN CALLING
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When everyone has decided on what they
might say, play some lively background
music on a music player or with an
instrument and encourage group members
to share their sentence one at a time. After
each sentence, have the whole group do a
celebratory ‘wave of praise’. Those sitting on
the extreme left of the room stand, lift their
arms into the air, lower their arms and sit.
A fraction later, those sitting on their right
copy the motion, and so on, so that a wave
seems to pass through the room. It may take
a few attempts to get the wave right! Keep
going until everyone who would like to, has
had an opportunity to share their sentence.
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DISCUSSION

INCALLINGNOTES

MATERIALS NEEDED
PAPER AND PENS

INCALLING
THE CALL TO FOLLOW
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WHEN Jesus began his ministry in Galilee
2,000 years ago, he did so by using two
words, ‘Follow me!’ This call is not just for
the first disciples but for every individual
– all of us are invited to make a response.
To respond to his call is to begin a journey
through life with the Lord of life and to play
a part in the work of God on earth (see page
06 of the main text).
Take a look at these Bible verses that describe
the ‘call to follow’ and discuss what Jesus
means by each teaching. In groups talk about
how difficult you think they are to live out
in practice and try listing them in order
of difficulty – number one being the most
difficult to live out and number seven the
least difficult. Get back together as one group
and compare your lists. Discuss together why
you have listed them as you have.

IN CALLING
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The call of Jesus to follow means:
1. Take up your cross – Luke 9:23
2. Love your enemies – Matthew 5:43, 44
3. Offer the other cheek – Matthew 5:38-39
4. Do not worry – Matthew 6:34
5. Do not judge – Matthew 7:1
6. Do not make riches your aim –
Matthew 19:21
7. Serving – John 12:25-26
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ACTIVITY

INCALLING
CALLED TO BE
ALL Christians are called to be God’s
people. They become his people through his
grace and by his presence in their lives. Jesus
told his followers they were called to be
lights in the world (Matthew 5:16) (see page
08 of the main text).
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Read the following scenarios
Pick one and try acting it out as a very
short play. At the end ask the question:
what would ‘being the light of Christ’ look
like in this situation? After your discussion
try acting it out again, but this time with
some participants living as Christians are
called to be. What changes?

IN CALLING

1

There is a group of young people in a class at school or
college. They are chatting and having fun with each other in the
lunch break. There is one person nearby, however, who is a little
different to the others and is left out. He doesn’t seem to have any
friends and is sitting on his own. After a while he tries to join in
with the group but he is ignored by his classmates. He keeps trying
to get their attention until eventually the group becomes annoyed
with him and tells him to go away. As a result he gets angry and
starts shouting at them. The group decide they are fed up with him
and tell him it is his fault that he has no friends. They walk away
laughing, leaving him on his own, both frustrated and angry.
Three classmates are together when one of them receives
an anonymous message (perhaps a text message) saying something
embarrassing about a girl in their class. The classmates are not
really friends with this girl, so they think the text is funny and
laugh about it together. Then one of them has the idea that they
could pass the text on to others in the school so they spend the
next few minutes forwarding it on to all their other friends. When
the next class starts and the girl walks into the room, everybody
laughs at her. Naturally she gets upset and runs out of the
classroom crying.

09

A soccer match is close to full-time and in the last minute
one team scores the winning goal. When the final whistle blows,
the winning team’s players start cheering wildly and jumping up
and down shouting ‘we are the champions!’ Some of the beaten
team try to shake hands with the winners who are too busy
celebrating to notice the losers, one of whom is so angry that
he pushes an opposition player and tells him to stop gloating.
Suddenly tempers flare up and everybody begins shouting and
pushing one another. Eventually the referee and coaches get
involved and manage to separate the teams, but everybody goes
home feeling disappointed and angry.

YOUTH BOOK
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PRAYER

MATERIALS NEEDED
LARGE PAPER AND PENS

HOMEWORK

CREATIVE WORSHIP

FURTHER BIBLE STUDY

INCALLING
CALLED TO DO
WHILE Salvationists are called to be a
people of God within his Church, they
are also called to action. They fight battles
against sin, evil and the devil (1 Peter 5:8).
They challenge injustice and try to put
wrongs right. They feed the hungry, trace
the lost, comfort the lonely, befriend the
friendless and are ready to respond to need
in whatever form it takes (see page 10 of the
main text).
In small groups head out into the
local neighbourhood for 15 minutes
Imagine that you are ‘spies’, reflecting the
actions of the spies whom Moses sent out
into the land in Numbers chapter 13. Send
each group to a specific location – a school,
a row of shops, a street corner, a nearby
park, and so on. ‘Spy out’ what is going on in
the neighbourhood and identify things that
you could pray for – e.g. a group of young
people in the street looking bored, a place
where there is lots of rubbish, buildings that
are in bad repair.
IN CALLING

– CALLED TO DO one
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Return at a specified time and report to one
another what you have noticed. Map out
together on a large piece of paper where you
went and note down what you observed.
Talk together about what you might
be able to do to make a change in your
neighbourhood. Then spend some time in
prayer for these things.
NB: If you are building up a ‘prayer wall’
during this series, you may like to put this
map on to the wall as a reminder to keep
praying for your local community.

HOMEWORK
Set yourself a task to be completed by the time your group meets again. Ask everyone to join
in so that when you next meet you can all talk about it and find out how you got on. Decide
on one of these two ideas:
1. Continue to reflect on what you can do to make a change in your
neighbourhood. Talk with your family, corps leaders and friends and come up with
a plan of action that you and others in your group can work on together. Decide
what it will be, who needs to be involved, when it could happen and what resources
are needed. Try to be as realistic as you can, thinking of things that can be done
over a short time span, with small groups of people and with only a few resources.
Be creative!

PLAN OF ACTION...
What...Who...When?

2. Take a look at Ephesians 4:20–5:2. This letter from Paul to the Christians in the
city of Ephesus describes what Christians are called to be. Write down on a piece
of paper all the qualities that describe how Christians should live, e.g. speak truth,
avoid unwholesome talk. When you have compiled the list, reflect on your own
life and how you match up to what Paul outlines. Perhaps give yourself a mark
out of 10 on how well you feel you are doing with each quality. Spend some time
bringing this before God, confessing your weaknesses and asking the Holy Spirit to
empower you to be the kind of follower of Jesus that you are called to be.

MARKS OUT OF 10...
1 ) Kindness 8

2) Helpfulness 6
3) Giving 7
THE BOOK
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
FOR THE SERIES
HOMEWORK

CREATIVE WORSHIP

FURTHER BIBLE STUDY

12

FURTHER BIBLE STUDY
Here are some Bible verses that tell us something of the nature of salvation. Reflect on these
verses and then try to write a sentence beginning ‘A saved person is someone who…’. Then
consider the question: how can we further live up to the name that God has given us – The
Salvation Army?
Isaiah 12
Luke 19:1-9
John 3:16, 17
Romans 10:9-14
Titus 2:11-14

BOOKS
The Bible
The Salvation Army Year Book, Salvation Books, IHQ
What and Why We Believe, Harry Dean, Salvation Books, IHQ
From Generation to Generation, Robert and Janet Street, Salvation Books, IHQ
The Life and Ministry of William Booth, Roger Green, Abingdon Press
Never the Same Again, Shaw Clifton, Crest Books
The Common People’s Gospel, Gunpei Yamamuro, Salvation Books, IHQ
Holiness Unwrapped, Salvation Books, IHQ
Born Again In The Spirit, Kapela Ntoya, Salvation Books, IHQ
DVD
Our People – The Remarkable Story of William and Catherine Booth and The Salvation Army,
Australia Eastern Territory
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
FOR THIS UNIT
DVD
Ask what materials are available from your own headquarters. You may be surprised at what
has been produced.
@TSAOneArmy
Check with your own territorial or
command headquarters for youth
resources to add to this list.

MATERIALS NEEDED
SHEETS OF PAPER
COLOURED PENS AND PENCILS

HOMEWORK
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What resources would you add?
Let us know by emailing
OneArmy@salvationarmy.org
or visit www.salvationarmy.org/
onearmy/resources
Don’t forget that more ideas are in
the Leader’s Manual.
Some books are available in
different languages. Please ask.
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
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