
Talking points 

1. My introduction 

 

Moderator, fellow panelist, ladies and gentlemen good afternoon, my name is Winsome Nenewa 

and I am from Papua New Guinea. I am currently an Intern with the Salvation Army. Firstly, I would 

like to thank Dr. Elaine Congress from the International Federations of Social Workers and NGO 

Committee on the UN International decade of the World’s Indigenous Peoples for inviting me to be 

part of this panel. Ladies and gentlemen this is my first time to be on a panel discussion, please bear 

with my nervousness. 

 

I will give a brief introduction about Papua New Guinea and my tribe, the general view my tribe’s 

language and cultures and the changes and challenges we face to preserve them which I will be 

sharing from my experience.  

 

2. Introduction of Papua New Guinea 

 

Papua New Guinea (PNG) is located above Australia and occupies the eastern half of the New 

Guinea Island (western part is Papua (West Papua) an Indonesian’s province). PNG has a population 

of 6.5 million. Papua New Guinea is one of the most culturally diverse countries in the world. It has 

800 plus indigenous languages and many traditional societies. Because of this diversity, many 

different styles of cultural expression have emerged; each group has created its own expressive 

forms in art, dance, weaponry, costumes, singing, music, architecture and much more. The official 

languages are Motu, Tok Pisin and English. Cultures are divided into matrilineal and patrilineal 

societies. The geographical features are mostly Tropical forest, rugged mountains, rivers, numbers 

of active volcanoes and coral reefs. 

 

My tribe’s name is Nimane and the native language we speak is Taboro. There are 5 villages that 

speak the Taboro language. These are made of different tribes but speak the same language; 

therefore our cultural practices are the same. I am the first woman in my tribe to have a Bachelor’s 

Degree and have the privilege to travel oversea. My tribe follows the patrilineal line of heritage. 

 

3. The challenges of preserving the Languages and Culture (Experience) and best practices of 

preserving them 

 

Our language and culture is our identity, it’s our pride, respect and dignity when we are identitied as 

a member of a tribe. When we are talking about preserving cultures and languages, we want to 

preserve the good cultural practices. 

 

Language is the door to our cultures. Preserving our native languages is a challenge for many Papua 

New Guineans. I speak four different languages so I can communicate with other Papua New 

Guineans and the rest of the world. One of the challenges facing many who are trying to maintain 



fluency in their native language is migration. My family had to migrate into the cities or other 

provinces for employment, health and education (for other families; natural disasters or many times 

it’s the pull factor of easy life, and city lights or they might have their own reasons for moving). That 

movement has caused me to learn new languages. The longer I stayed away from my native people, 

the less I speak in my native language eventually losing my dialect. The other challenge is marrying 

outside of your native language e.g. my aunt who married another person who speaks a different 

native language. One sign of respect that a wife shows to her husband is to speak the husband’s 

native language. 

 

One of the ways that we try to preserve our language is through our parents communicating to us in 

our native language. In the urban settlements, my native people (esp. tribe members) try to live 

together in the same areas. In my village, there is now an elementary school that teaches the 

children in our native language (reading and writing in native language) until 3rd grade and teaches 

English, an experience that I never had. 

 

Some of our cultural practices still practiced today in my society are traditional dances, festivals or 

family/tribe gatherings, bride price (Marriage/Bridal ceremony) and traditional roles of men, women 

and children. But one of the challenges is the maintaining the traditional meaning and value of these 

cultural practices. An example is Marriage/bridal ceremony (Bride price) where in the past it was 

about strengthening the relationship between two families or tribes, showing respect and dignity 

because of this marriage. Two tribes exchange food and gifts, give blessings to the newly married 

couple. The groom’s family or tribe makes payment of the children that the woman will bear, who 

will be the descendants to groom’s tribe, and the labor pain she will go through (raising of the 

children). It’s also the show of appreciation of bride’s parents for the raising up their daughter. 

Nowadays, it is used as a competition between men where more money is involved and causes the 

man to use as an excuse to have power over his wife. The relationship between two families is 

broken. 

 

Therefore, in order to keep the value and true meaning of the Marriage Ceremony (Bride Price), 

before the planning or during the preparation the leaders of each tribe share/educate the groom on 

the meaning of this ceremony. 

 

For the traditional dances in our schools we have cultural shows where will children go back to their 

grandparents or leaders tell them about the significant of each dance and song of their tribe. The 

children display the dances in the shows. 

 

4. National and International Laws that helps to preserve Culture and Languages 

 

The laws: 

 Constitutional law recognizes our land as customary land. 

 Customary Laws that deals with traditional conflicts. 



 Land Act 

International Laws: 

 Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage: 

This intangible cultural heritage, transmitted from generation to generation, is constantly 

recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction 

with nature and their history, and provides them with a sense of identity and continuity, thus 

promoting respect for cultural diversity and human creativity. 

 

 

 

 


