
We affirm that commitment to Christ requires the offering of our lives in 
simplicity, submission and service. Practising simplicity we become 
people whose witness to the world is expressed by the values we live 
by, as well as by the message we proclaim. This leads to service which 
is a self-giving for the salvation and healing of a hurting world, as well 

as a prophetic witness in the face of social injustice.  

WE call Salvationists worldwide to commit themselves and their 

gifts to the salvation of the world, and to embrace servanthood, 

expressing it through the joy of self-giving and the discipline of 

Christlike living. 
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• simplicity and servanthood are at the heart of Christianity 
• He is our supreme example 
• ‘Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being 

in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to 
be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness’ (Philippians 2:5-7). 

• Washing disciples feet – no servant is greater than his master! 

• ‘Salvation Army leadership at every level conform to the biblical 

model of servant leadership’  
• leadership ‘at every level’ 
• The spiritual obligations upon those in high office are also upon those 

who give leadership in corps and within other areas of Salvation 
Army ministry. 

• ‘practising simplicity we become people whose witness to the world 
is expressed by the values we live by, as well as by the message we 

proclaim’.  
• ‘leads to service which is a self-giving for the salvation and healing 

of a hurting world, as well as a prophetic witness in the face of social 
injustice’.  

• It isn’t just about self-denial, it is about involvement 
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• ‘Cain’s question, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” – attempts to evade 
responsibility and deny the inter-connectedness of society 

• God says we are our brother’s keeper – and showed that 
overwhelmingly at Calvary. 

• ‘We who have received complete love from Christ are called to 
give transparent witness to justice, peace, equality and holiness 
through actions which redeem and re-order the world. When 
proclamation and action match, the attractiveness and power of 

the gospel take hold.  
• Christian vision is of people together, loving each other, sharing 

dreams and hopes, and counting on creative support. 

• ‘Service is a practical ministry. It is not only a reaching into the body 
of believers with the heart of a servant, it is also a reaching out into a 
desperate and dying world with love in action.’  

• ‘A giant leap forward for the new believer is to comprehend the 
essence of God’s call to men and women to serve and minister to 

those who cross our paths every day of the week. God wants to use 
us in the lives of other people.’ 

The Commission affirms the joy of self-giving. 
God himself will affirm its value. 



Questions 

1. How effectively are we using the gifts God has given us for the 

salvation of the world? 

2. What are the servanthood values of the Kingdom by which we 

should live? 

3. To what extent are self-giving and Christlike living evident in our 

fellowship? 

4. How can God make us what we should be? 

 
Scripture to consider: 

John 13:3-17 

1 Corinthians 12:7-11  

I Corinthians 13:1-13 

 2 Corinthians 8:9 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Colossians 3:23, 24 


