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Dear Prayer Partners: 

Two years ago today, I commenced my ministry as the General. Since then, I have been privileged to visit so 
many of your territories, share the vision and priorities and of course participate in your Thursday morning 
prayer meetings. So I began this day with thanksgiving to God for his lavish blessings.  

Many of you follow my travelling schedule and several ask ‘how do you do it? How do you keep up the pace?’ 
My response is always the same: It is God’s answer to the faithful intercession of Salvationists. There is no 
doubt about it in my mind. This is not about an adrenalin rush, or globetrotting exhilaration. This is first and 
foremost the Lord answering prayer. I actually feel the support. Every General has been carried on the wings of 
prayer. All have had convincing proof of the power of prayer. 

This is not just true for an individual or a particular office or appointment. We have been praying for the Army 
all around the world. Thursday mornings, for half an hour, have become our sacred time and space. We have 
kept the international vision of One Army, One Mission, One Message before us. We have prayed through (and 
continue to do so) the 12 Mission Priorities. We have come believing, expecting and trusting in the God who 
raised his Army up and seeks for it to be a Spirit-filled witness in this 21st century. We have sought his courage 
and wisdom to communicate the gospel in word and deed, and he answers our prayers with wave upon wave of 
blessings. 

Jesus made this promise: ‘Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it’ (John 14:13, 14 ESV).  

WHATEVER! Often we hear that word in a totally different context.  say’. Wikipedia adds: ‘The term is used to 
dismiss a previous statement and express indifference and is usually considered offensive and impolite.’ But 
there is no suggestion in this Scripture verse that asking God for anything is a matter of indifference, disbelief or 
fatalism. Just the opposite! It is confident asking, bold praying and petitioning in line with his will. Eugene 
Peterson captures it so well in The Message: ‘From now on, whatever you request along the lines of who I am 
and what I am doing, I’ll do it’ (John 14:13). Now that opens up a whole world of possibilities for us on 
Thursday mornings! 

A simple exercise is to go through each segment of the international vision and each Mission Priority and ask: Is 
this according to his will? Would this bring glory to God? Is this his intention and desire for the Army? If we 
can say a resounding YES, then let’s pray for it; let’s praise; let’s believe. 

I am with you in prayer. God bless you richly. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Bond     
General     
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