
We affirm that the mercy seat in our meetings symbolises God’s 
unremitting call to his people to meet with him. It is not only a place 
for repentance and forgiveness, but also a place for communion and 
commitment. Here we may experience a deep awareness of God’s 
abundant grace and claim his boundless salvation. The mercy seat 
may be used by anyone, at any time, and particularly in Army 
meetings when, in response to the proclaimed word, all are invited to 
share loving and humble communion with the Lord. 

WE call Salvationists worldwide to recognise the wide 

understanding of the mercy seat that God has given to the Army; 

to rejoice that Christ uses this means of grace to confirm his 

presence; and to ensure that its spiritual benefits are fully explored 

in every corps and Army centre. 

Biblical Perspective 
• ‘Mercy Seat’ – solid gold cover for Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25) 
• Symbolised presence of God among them (v 8)  

• ‘There I will meet with you, and I will speak with you from above the 
mercy seat’ (v 22), said the Lord 

• a meeting place between God and his people 
 
Historical Context within the Church 
• origins found in the ‘mourner’s bench’ used in early 19th century 

revival meetings in the USA 
• William P. Chandler 

• ‘It was a great advantage because, with the seekers scattered 

all through the congregation, it was difficult to give them 
suitable attention. By bringing them together they were 
accessible to those who desired to instruct and encourage 
them.’  

• Charles Finney - referred to as the ‘anxious seat’ 
• first issue of The War Cry (1879) used the term ‘penitent form’ 

• ‘The General was again in charge at the Livingstone Hall and 
they had a very excellent meeting. After both services the usual 

prayer meeting was held. About 20 persons came forward to 
the penitent-form.’ 



William Booth  
• ‘In dealing with the anxious let no one be urged to go forward to the 

penitent-form who is not deeply convinced of sin and thoroughly 
earnest for salvation. The more thoroughly persons are awakened 
and broken down before God, the more readily they will exercise 

faith in Christ and enter into rest, and the more stable they will 
become afterwards.’ 
 

• International Spiritual Life Commission 
• Calls for Salvationists to ‘recognise the wide understanding of the 

mercy seat that God has given to the Army’ 
• ‘It is not only a place for repentance and forgiveness, but also a 

place for communion and commitment’.  
• ‘Here we may experience a deep awareness of God’s abundant 

grace and claim his boundless salvation. The mercy seat may be 
used by anyone, at any time, and particularly in Army meetings 
when, in response to the proclaimed word, all are invited to share 
loving and humble communion with the Lord.’ 
 

Wesley Harris (R), ‘Battlelines’ 
• ‘We may kneel to give thanks, to intercede for others, to dedicate 

ourselves, and to share spiritual communion with Christ, and 
whatever our need we can be assured that God can meet it.’ 

• The mercy seat is a place of ‘grace, not disgrace’.  
• Act of kneeling shows humility, dying to self and submission to God 
• Act of standing after an encounter with God can also symbolise 

being raised to new life 
 
What it is NOT 
• Not the only place where people may meet with God 
• Not the only place where sinners find salvation or forgiveness 

•Does not possess any special spiritual power of its own, nor is a 
sacred object in the sense that it adds eternal significance to what 
takes place there 

• Not an essential step which must be taken to become a soldier 



Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture to consider: 

Exodus 25:20-22 

1 Corinthians 6:19, 20 

Ephesians 2:19-22 

Hebrews 10:19-25 

1. What does the mercy seat mean to us today? 

2. List reasons for which the mercy seat can be used. 

3. If, as a corps, we explore its spiritual benefits, how would this 

affect our worship and response to God? 

4. How well do casual attendees understand the place of the 

mercy seat in our life together? What should be done to help 

them in this regard?  

General Albert Orsborn 
• ‘There are those who tell us that the hope of The Salvation Army for 

the future is in its young people. I do not agree with that. The hope 
of the Army is in the penitent-form. As soon as that goes out of use 
we go out. The sign of the finger of God on the mercy seat is the 

crowning glory of God’s favour on The Salvation Army. The primary 
aim of Salvationists . . . must be the bringing of sinners to the mercy 
seat. Every meeting held, every programme presented, every 
contact made must be a means to this end – the salvation of souls.’ 


