
What the Bible says 
This story in Luke, where Jesus raises the widow’s son from the dead, began with an 
extreme personal tragedy. It paints a picture of what must be considered the worst 
possible nightmare for anyone. The death of the widow’s only son meant her tragic 
world was now complete and that all hope was gone. However, Jesus was there for 
her and became her means of support and hope for the future. She may have felt 
that no one understood what she was feeling or going through. 
 
In a place of absolute devastation and hopelessness from her tragedy, Jesus shows 
up and completely turns the situation upside down. ‘When the Lord saw her, his 
heart overflowed with compassion. “Don’t cry!” he said’ (v 13). But it doesn’t stop 
there, it gets even better. With a simple but powerful touch of the coffin and a few 
spoken words from Jesus ‘the dead man sat up and began to talk’ (v 15). His 
miraculous works are more than anyone would have ever imagined or even asked 
for. The outcome was a complete reversal of the initial situation and the feelings that 
the mother was experiencing prior to this. 

 
Our lives today 
Jesus was full of compassion and omnipotence in this story, and he is unchanging. 
Thousands of years later he is still all of these things in our lives today - in the 
situations we face whether big or small. Although you may not have been through 
something as serious as the widow who lost her only son, you can probably think of 
times when you have shared some of her feelings. You may have thought there was 
no likelihood of anything good coming out of your situation or that no one would 
understand. Some days we may feel so hopeless in our situations, but you are not 
alone – we have all felt like this at some time. 
 
Most of my years as a nurse have been working in palliative care, where I had the 
privilege to help people through their last days and be by their side when they took 
their final breath. Part of my job was to pronounce them dead and notify family 
members. My biggest fear with this was that one day I might get it wrong, but there 
comes a point where I am certain that someone has died. For family members in 
sudden, tragic situations, especially involving younger people, there could be a 
window of hope that perhaps they haven’t died. 
 
When I read this story in the Bible I thought about the fact that they were attending 
the son’s funeral. For us this is the stage where we say goodbye, as there’s no hope 
that the person is still alive. It’s simply a time for celebrating a life, facing reality and 
bringing closure. 
 
It might not be a situation of physical death, but maybe there is a situation where all 
your hope is lost. Our all-powerful God, full of compassion and love, can do more 
than we would ever dream or imagine. In what we see as a hopeless situation, he 
brings hope. He shows compassion and understands exactly what we are feeling. 
 
When I cry, you cry. 
When I hurt, you hurt. 
When I’ve lost someone, 
It takes a piece of you too. 
And when I fall on my face 



You fill me with grace, 
’Cause nothing breaks your heart, 
Or tears you apart, 
Like when I cry. 
Marshall Hall and Benjy Gaither 

 
Discussion questions 
1. Can you think of a time when you were going through a difficult situation? What 
were some of your feelings? 
 
2. In what way does this story encourage you? Can you relate to the mother in any 
way? 
 
3. In what way have you experienced God’s compassion or found hope in a hopeless 
situation? 

 
Living as loved 
What is our response to our God who shows us unending compassion? How can we 
thank him for this today? We are to be compassionate to everyone just as our 
heavenly Father is full of compassion. ‘Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be 
sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble’ (1 Peter 3:2). 
 
1. How can you live differently today because of the compassion Jesus has shown 
you? 
 
2. Who do you need to show a little more compassion to today? 
Take some time and pray that God will give you compassion in situations where it is 
lacking. He will transform you in such a way that you will love people and treat 
people as he does if you allow him to. 
 
Ashlee Sheppard (Australia Eastern Territory) 
 
I have known l am loved as I have served in Australia, mainly in youth ministry and 
as a nurse.  God has recently taken me to London, England to work as a volunteer at 
the Centre for Spiritual Life Development (CSLD). 


