
Burst of colors filled the room. It was a place of celebration and the excitement was heard in the 
joyful sounds of women engaged in conversation. The atmosphere overflowed with enthusiasm. 
 
The event was the Ladies Night at the Territorial Congress commemorating the 120th 
anniversary of The Salvation Army in the Japan Territory, focused on, "Joyfully His” the 
International Women’s theme for 2016.  The programme included songs, a timbrel drill and 
Scripture reading centered on the joy of the Lord.  Commissioner Sylvia Cox presented a 
powerful devotional on the joys of belonging to God, which fill believers with His love and joy.  
Commissioner Cox also shared several innovative ministries taking place in various territories 
reaching new and young women which have captured the curiosity of many of the leaders. 
 
To observe this special event, the women of the territory wanted to do something extraordinary 
to bless others. There are many children’s homes and day nurseries throughout the territory and 
as plans were being made the desire to express love and care to the children was mutually 
shared. 
 
The women went to work, cutting, sewing and stitching lovely patchwork blankets and cushions. 
Scripture verses and messages of God’s love were written on patchworks as they were prayed 
over for those who would receive them.  It was a labour of love taking months to prepare leading 
up to the congress. 
 
The Ladies Night Committee members decided the patchworks should be displayed. They used 
their skills and imaginations to created a memorable and special night. Vibrant colors filled the 
room enhancing the joyful celebration, creating a kaleidoscope of praise. 
 
Since the congress, the patchworks have been distributed to youth and children in day nurseries 
and children's homes throughout the territory. As the children and youth wrap themselves in 
these patchworks of blessing, may they feel the warmth of God’s love. The women unite in 
prayer trusting the Scripture verses and messages will touch each person with the reality of the 
love of Jesus in this act of kindness and love. 
 
 

 


