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ISJC Functions
Mandated by General Shaw Clifton as a permanent 
body and led by Commissioner Christine MacMillan, 
the ISJC’s initiatives and responsibilities include the 
following:

 Advise the General on global matters of social • 
justice and poverty
 Consult with Territories on present social justice • 
practices and programs
 Develop expertise on selected global issues and key • 
concerns
 Represent the Army at the United Nations (New • 
York, Vienna, Geneva)
 Maintain a commitment to current priorities e.g., • 
human traffi cking
 Coordinate the development of ethical and moral • 
positional statements
 Produce justice related biblical and theological • 
resources
 Propose policy and positioning strategy to address • 
critical concerns

Joining Jesus’ Refrain
The fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ includes the 
spiritual and the social domains.  Jesus was anointed 
to bring good news to the poor and let the oppressed 
go free:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He 
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed 
go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
Luke 4:18-19

Singing the Songs 
of Justice
Joining Jesus invites us to come together as a global 
family and sing the songs of justice.  Our proclamation 
and intervention trumpets Jesus’ vision for freedom…  
freedom from “life denying” vulnerabilities and free-
dom for “life promoting” opportunities.

Freedom from “life denying” vulnerabilities
 Exploitation

  Poverty and oppression 

   Violence and discrimination

    Sin 

     Addictions

      Exclusion and voicelessness

     Human traffi cking

    Hidden injustices

   Corruption

Freedom for “life promoting” opportunities
  Dignity for all people

   Protection for the vulnerable

    Including the excluded

     Enabling the exploited

      Salvation

     Choices for the disenfranchised

    Safe and civil society

   Education and healthcare

  Gender equality and right relationships

 Religious freedom

  Sustainable economic opportunity

   Environmental standards

    Political stability 
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Rooted in History
From the beginning, The Salvation Army’s mission 
has been marked with love for God, service among 
the poor and the invitation to believe and follow 
Jesus Christ.  The mandate of the International Social 
Justice Commission (ISJC) is to challenge Salvationists 
to harmonize our historic mission with God’s call to 
pursue justice in today’s world.

Purpose
The International Social Justice Commission is 
the Salvation Army’s strategic voice to advocate for 
human dignity and social justice with the world’s poor 
and oppressed.

Believing that everyone is created in the image of God 
but that global economic and political inequity per-
petuates human injustice, the ISJC  exercises leadership 
in determining the Army’s policies and practices in the 
international social arena.   Lamenting the abusive and 
unethical behaviour imposed on vulnerable people in 
today’s world, the Commission assists the Territories 
and engages with like-minded organizations and other 
world forums to advance the cause of global justice. 

In the 1800’s, William Booth found direction for his 
social concern in the counsel of the prophets: 

“Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Look, you 
serve your own interest on your fast day…and 
oppress all your workers… Is not this the fast that 
I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice… Is it not 

to share your bread with the hungry, and 
bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover them, 
and not to hide yourself from your 
own kin?   Then your light shall rise in 
the darkness… and break forth like the 
dawn…”  (Isaiah 58)

Understanding Justice 
Driven by informed conviction and creative compas-
sion, justice challenges human inequity and reaches out 
from the intelligence of the heart to touch human need.

The bible almost always links justice with widows, the 
fatherless, orphans, the poor, the hungry, strangers, 
the needy, the weak and the oppressed.  Something in 
life has gone wrong for these people.  Seeking justice 
means that impoverished people, the unemployed, the 
abused, the addicted and the disenfranchised get a 
chance to make some choices that allow them to live 
right.  Justice is making life right for others.  Justice 
means working for the dignity, respect and God-given 
rights of all people. Justice listens carefully to those 
who are being overwhelmed by life’s demands and 
seeks their counsel.  Justice addresses causes of injus-
tice.  Justice restores.  Justice rebuilds people’s lives.  
Justice makes it possible for people to begin again.

Mary’s song of praise injects our faith with hope for a 
better day – for times when justice reigns “on earth as 
it is in heaven.”

“My soul magnifi es the Lord, and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior. His mercy is for those 
who fear him from generation to generation.  He 
has shown strength with his arm; he has scat-
tered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  He 

has brought down the power-
ful from their thrones, and 
lifted up the lowly;   he has 
fi lled the hungry with good 

things… 
(Luke 1:46-53)

The prophet Micah announces what God expects from 
all people for all time.  The one requirement has three 
dimensions of spiritual virtue and practice:

“[God] has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the LORD  require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God?”  
(Micah 6:8)

God’s mandate in Micah becomes an invitation to ex-

press lives of holiness that engage today’s world.
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