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Through prayer, we demonstrate our resolve not to flee the dangerous 
virus and hide at home, but to turn those homes into monastic cells that 
actively call for God's salvation to find its way to the ends of the earth. 
These are prayers not just for our family, our community, and our 
neighbours, but for the world. The whole world needs our prayers for 
the divine intervention today.

May this quarantine as a time of  separation and sanctification that 
keeps our hearts clean and so, let us make it possible to have our manly 
eyes opened to see the Heavenly Father. Let us take this time to 
constantly live in a spiritual quarantine, that supports our spiritual 

enrichment and growing relationship with God. 
I am encouraged by the verse from Zephaniah 
3:17  “The LORD your God is in your midst, a 
mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over 
you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing”.

T
hese days the agitation of the world is ever present before us. 
People are being hurt physically, emotionally, and economically 
by Covid'19 virus. We are separated from each other, and our 

digital communications and classrooms are only almost satisfying. Even 
our leaders of our nation have more questions than answers, and it is 
not clear how long this will last. This has come upon us so fast that 
every week we become nostalgic for the previous one, undoubtedly we 
are now questioning ourselves where and how we are. 

To overcome the chaos that has ensued worldwide, it is necessary to 
adhere to the quarantine (isolation) as soon as possible. That means to 
live separately from disease carriers, so as to not be contaminated and 
come out of this situation unhurt. Physical survival now depends on 
being separate. It is no different when it comes to our spiritual survival. 
It too depends on our separation and sanctification.

Everything about our daily routines  have now been disrupted - which 
means this is an incredible opportunity to form new rhythms that help 
us become more like Jesus. Let's be intentional to form habits that 
guide us towards God's power in a time of humanity's powerlessness; 
towards courage in a cultural moment of fear; towards concentration 
and presence in a barrage of information and alerts; towards self-
sacrifice in the midst of a mood of self-preservation, but how?

If we see the lives of the faith warriors in the Bible and in the church 
history, we see that everything the human power could not address was 
successfully overcame by means of meditation and particularly “Prayer” 
a close means of coming near to God. 

If we stay in prayer long enough, a great catholic monk Gregory 
reminded , “we will find the vision we need that today is not the end of 
the story because a Saviour is still at work. The God who was so clearly 
faithful in our past is going to be faithful today, tomorrow, and through 
eternity. And then we are led to humility in gratitude that God is with 
us.”
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In 1 Samuel 1 we meet Hannah, 
the mother of Samuel. Hannah is 
passionate, generous, sacrificial, brave, 
joyful, thankful and faithful. She is so 
thankful that God has given her a son that 
she dedicates him to serve in the temple.

W
hat a privilege today to say 
“happy mothers' day” to all the 
mothers who will read this 

article! I pray that you will be blessed by 
your children and loved ones on this 
special occasion. The world is going 
through difficult times with the corona 
virus right now, and as I write we don't 
know how the situation will be when 
mothers' day comes. Perhaps you will be 
allowed to gather and embrace each 
other as you would like, but it is also 
possible that restrictions will still be in 
place. However, we can all show love in 
relevant and appropriate ways, 
while protecting each other 
from harm.

In Luke 1 we meet Mary, the mother of 
Jesus.  She is a model to many mothers:  
faithful, responsible, very brave and 
courageous. She knows the joy of love, 

The Bible gives us many 
examples of mothers who teach 
us that mothering is a great 
privilege, but also a challenging 
task and a God-given life-long 
calling.

In Exodus 2 we meet Jochebed, 
the mother of Moses. She is 
d e t e rm i ned ,  d e spe ra t e , 
protective and nurturing. She is 
also very courageous in placing 
her small baby boy into a basket 
and letting him float away on 
the river, entrusting him into 
God's hands. She will do 
anything to save his life.

Commissioner Marieke Venter, ZSWM, South Asia, IHQ

but also the pain of love as she watches 
her innocent and sinless son die on the 
cross for the sins of the world.

As a mother of grown children, I testify 
that mothering never ends!  Our children 
may be able to cook their own food, raise 
their own families and succeed in their 
own careers, but they still need their 
mothers! Much of my mothering has been 
across the miles, via modern technology. 
It involves listening and giving advice 
(when asked!), about anything from 
childcare to health issues to recipes! It 

involves rejoicing in their successes and 
sharing in their sorrows. 

Everyone needs “mothering”… but not 
everyone has a mother! I am mindful of 
many who have been raised and are 
currently being raised in children's homes. 
Some have lost their mothers at an early 
age, and for others the link with their 
biological mothers has been lost through 

May God bless you on this mothers' day!

As a Christian community, we are called 
into a role of mothering that is sometimes 
just as desperate, fierce, loyal, grieving 
and sacrificial as the mothers in the Bible.  
If we, as a church, truly love the 
community in which we are situated, just 
as God loves it, and if we are called to be 
God's holy people for God's needy world, 
then we will feel the pain of the world's 
suffering, and we will be willing to sacrifice 
something of ourselves in order to bring to 
birth God's purposes for the world.

On the cross, God's love is nailed firmly to 
the world so as never to let it go – is our 
love for the world so firmly fixed as this?    
Are we as passionate about nurturing the 
world into becoming the place that God 
created it to be?  A truly parental love is 
one that would give anything and 
everything for the child.  This is the love of 
God that we see on the cross, but this is 
also the love that we are called to have for 
one another and for all of God's creation.  
Let us love like that, and in this way make 
God, our heavenly parent, visible in the 
world.

circumstances. The question arises in my 
mind: who does this “mothering” for 
children (and adults) who have no 
mothers? Who will defend and nurture 
them, listen to them and advise them?  
Who will rejoice with them or share their 
sorrow?

A Reflection by ZSWM

MOTHERS’ DAY 2020
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T
he life of Timothy was shaped by his 
mother and grandmother (2 
Timothy1:5-7). So, a mother's role 

in bringing up her children is very 
significant. There are so many mothers in 
the Bible. Along with Timothy's mother, 
when I read this passage, being a 
grandmother, and a mother of two married 
children, the thought of my mother came 
into my mind. So I would like to encourage 
the readers, by sharing few thoughts of 
Timothy's mother and my own mother as 
well. 

MY MOTHER WHO PRAYED  

Prayers are the first investment for 
Timothy, done by his mother and 
grandmother. To bring up Timothy in their 
faith, his mother must have invested 
prayers in his life. Their prayers worked for 
preserving the faith in their son's life, the 
prayers of his mother followed him. The 
prayers of his mother were a great 
investment which produced good returns 
later in his life. 

We in our family are five to our officer 
parents. Of the five, I was so privileged to 
receive the maximum amount of my 
mother's love and prayers. How more I 
consumed her love, so more I was growing 
privileged child in the family. Of course, it 
caused me to be bit stubborn and strong-
willed in the family. My mother's repeated 
voice still ringing in me: “when you 
become a mother, you will know what I am 
today, it is very difficult for me to wait until 
then, please listen.”  I have heard her 
prayers for me in her bedtimes, and 
whenever she is alone. I have watched her 
eyes always filled with lot of expectation 
what I will look like. She scheduled her 
prayers for me. Today, when I pray for my 
own children, I realize how valuable those 
prayers to me. My mother's prayers still 
follow me.

My dear sisters, our prayers are valid, 
worth, and great investment to our 
children. So, please do not give up your 
prayers for your children. Set your 
schedule of prayers for your children. Our 

Colonel Indumati Christian
Territorial President for Women’s Ministry

India South Eastern Territory

MY MOTHER WHO PLANNED
  
The mother's plan of bringing up Timothy 
in the same faith was so admiring! The plan 
of God and his mother was same that 
worked in the life of Timothy. He was 
getting refined and growing a witness to 
the gospel. Timothy's mother contributed a 
lot to make him fit into the plan of God. It is 
the duty of every faithful mother. 

prayers will follow them, which will 
protect and keep them from the 
evils and dangers of this world in 
their days to come. 

Timothy was slowly prepared to the full-
fledged life of faith. The well beginning 
done by his mother made him a complete 
man of God. Timothy's mother did not stop 
the preparation until making him a faithful 
man of God. This is the duty of every 

I was bit stubborn pushing my mother 
always in my favor. I was quick and self-
determined to get my plans win in my 
family. Being a prayerful mother, my 
mother was such a humble woman of God, 
who understood the plan of God in my life. 
According to the plan of God, my mother 
worked hard with God to shape my life to fit 
into the plan of God. She worked with God  
eventually to get the plan of God done in 
my life, finally she succeeded. But I would 
humble my-self to say, that it is not my 
mother who succeeded, but it is God who 
succeeded my life through my mother. It is 
God's interest and plan with which my 
mother had to work. I am very happy 
today, because I am in the plan of God. God 
and my mother worked together in my life.  
I know that my words and knowledge is 
very little to describe how my mother 
worked for me to make me fit into the plan 
of God. 

My dear mothers, please place your plans 
for your children before God. Whatever 
your plans for your children, that would be 
done one day, when you patiently work 
with God and your children. 

MY MOTHER WHO PREPARED

faithful mother who should not stop until 
making their children, faithful. 

My mother brought me up with the 
unwavering spirit of believing, trusting and 
worshipping the Lord. God granted all her 
wish and work. Being an officer mother, 
today I also travel in the same deck that my 
mother travelled. I am glad that, I am a 
member of the World-wide Salvation Army 
family and I am privileged to serve the world 
family. This privilege of service I gained, not 
because of my strength, it is the heavenly 
grace for which my mother worked and 
prepared me. I also humble myself. Soon 
after God's plan started working in my life, I 
started thinking what my mother was 
thinking. It all happened because of the 
Grace of God. There are thousands of 
sisters and children; their needs are diverse 
and many in kinds. Being a mother to these 
thousands of women, I understand the 
challenges of a mother. 

I wish you all the best to all mothers.

My dear readers, though we are weak, and 
our skills are very limited, we are doing 
good for our children. We will continue to 
pray, plan, and prepare our children for the 
good of their future and the good of the 
kingdom of God.

Conclusion

Preparing people for God may be difficult. 
But preparing children for God is possible to 
the mother. That was true with Timothy and 
his mother. Every mother's primary duty is 
to prepare her children for God. 

Article

MY MOTHER WHO MY MOTHER WHO 
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L
earning Pathway phase-2 level- 
course completed program was 
conducted on 24th and 25th 

F e b r u a r y 
2 0 2 0  a t 
H R D 
C e n t r e , 
C h e n n a i  
w i t h  t h e 
support of 
t h e 
Terr i tor ia l 
Commander
,  t h e 
de lega tes 
w e r e  1 6 
f rom IHQ 
L o n d o n 

facilitation team Major Joan Munch and 
Ms Jo Clark were here to facilitate the 

delegates, as part of this course we did 
Community house visit at Chromepet 
Corps, Chennai Division, all the delegates 
responded well, Lt Colonel Yoqoob Masih, 
Chief Secretary and Lt Colonel Sumitra 
Masih, TSWM was participated in the final 
session, in the final session all the 
delegates received certificates through 
Commissioner Wi l fred Varughese, 
Territorial Commander, finally with the 
short message of encouragement and with 
the prayer & benediction of TC the meeting 
was concluded.

The topics are Juvenile Justice act, 
Spiritual motivation in Accountability, 
Army discipline, Child protection, Care 
towards children, Hygiene and health 

S
ocial institutional officers seminar 
was conducted at Tissot Training 
centre, Bapatla on 21st & 22nd 

February,2020, under the Leadership of 
Commissioner Wilfred Varughese 
Territorial Commander, Commissioner 
Prema Wilfred, TPWM, Lt. Colonel 
Yaqoob Masih, Chief secretary, Lt. 
Colonel Sumitra Masih, TSWM, supported 
by Lt. Colonel M. Abraham Lincoln, 
Secretary for Programme Administration 
organised by the social department.

The inaugural meeting was commenced 
by lightening the lamp by Territorial 
Commander, meeting was led by 
Secretary for Program Administration. In 
the key note address Terr i tor ia l 
Commander elucidated about the aim 
and objectives of the seminar on the 
theme “Working together in Gods 
Mission” focusing from the scripture Luke 
5:17 – 21, preached and taught how to 
be one in mind, united in spirit, to be 
fai thful ,  where fa i th has power, 
commitment, and risk taking. The 
resource persons are Commissioner 
Wilfred Varughese, Lt. Colonel Yaqoob 
Masih, Lt. Colonel M. Abraham Lincoln, 
Major M. Sunitha Kumari, Mrs. B. Suguna 
Rani, CWC Chair person, Mr. Devaraj, 
DPO-Guntur.

t i p s ,  g r o u p 
discussions on How 
to protect children, 
C h i l d  p o l i c y , 
Government norms 
and mandatory, 
mov ing  fo rward 
with Administration 
and Bible study to 
edify the officers 
spiritually and to 
make aware about 
the inst i tut ional 
responsibilities in 
the ministry.

Totally 21 delegates 
attended the seminar. The final meeting 
was conducted by Chief Secretary and 
meeting led by Secretary for Programme 
Administration. During the witnessing 
time all the delegates gave their feedback 
how the seminar was useful for them in 
their ministry, how they can avail the 
information, and also how far they can 
implement the knowledge they gained 
through the seminar. The delegates were 
much inspired and influenced by the 
topics shared by the resource persons in 
the seminar.  The bible message exhorted 
from Mark 2:1-12 by Chief secretary 
enriched the spirits of the officers to work 
together in Gods mission energetically to 
serve the suffering humanity, to be loyal 
and faithful to the Salvation and to bring 
glory to God. The meeting and seminar 
was concluded with the prayer and 

LEARNING PATHWAY PHASE-2, INDIA CENTRAL TERRITORYLEARNING PATHWAY PHASE-2, INDIA CENTRAL TERRITORYLEARNING PATHWAY PHASE-2, INDIA CENTRAL TERRITORY

Captain Mohan Kumar Dasari
Projects Department

India Central Territory

SOCIAL INSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS SEMINAR REPORTSOCIAL INSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS SEMINAR REPORTSOCIAL INSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS SEMINAR REPORT

I am thankful to God and leaders for the 
responsibilities and privilege given to me 
to do my ministry in the social services. I 
anticipate your prayers will enrich my spirit 
to do the best for the community in the 
name of Lord Jesus Christ.

benediction of Lt. Colonel Sumitra Masih, 
TSWM. All the delegates rededicated  their 
lives to God. The Seminar refreshed the 
souls of the Officers to do the ministry 
effectively in the forth coming days.

Major Mikkili Sunitha Kumari
 OIC-Social

India Central Territory
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The word of  God says, 
Matthew 24:35, Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my 
words will never. Sometimes 
we think, we are hearing from 
many years that Lord will 
come, but till now nothing was 
happen, but please do not 
forget that, It is the voice of 
the living Lord, he himself 
promised that he will come 
again, so he will come. When 
Jesus was taken up, his 
disciples were looking towards 

T
here will be an end for everything. 
Someone says if end is well 
everything is well. In Hindi we say 

(Ant bhla to sab bhla) people do not want 
to see, how we begin but, surely they 
want to know the end. Therefore, In the 
Gospels Lord Jesus Christ speaks about 
the end of this world.  Are you ready to 
face the end? I am sure better end needs 
lots of preparation and hardship. Because 
without doing, there is no receiving. 
While we were in India South Western 
Territory as territorial leaders, we had 
privilege to do the arrangements for the 
General's visits, General Linda Bond and 
General Cox, it has taken many months to 
prepare for the one week programme in 
Trivandram city. When everything was 
successfully ended, all were very happy 
and praised God for every blessing. Same 
is going to be happen on Jesus' return. 
Our doctrine says righteous will enter in 
to the eternal joy and unrighteous into 
the eternal punishment. So, it will not be 
an easy day but very difficult if we are not 
prepared well in advance. Because It will 
be the day of second coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ when believers are going to 
live with him forever.

COMING OF THE LORD'S DAY IS 
SURE:

SIGNS BEFORE THE LORD'S DAY 
COME:

heaven, Lord's angels came and 
told them, Acts 1:11, Men of 
Galilee, they said why do you 
stand here looking into the sky? 
This same Jesus who has been 
taken from you into heaven will 
come back in the way you have 
seen him going into heaven. Now 
there is no confusion at all about 
his coming back to us. As for the time and 
date it depend upon God, again word of 
God says, Acts 1:7, He said to them it is 
not for you to know the time or date the 
father has set by his own authority. Mt. 
24:36, No one knows about that day or 
hour not even the angels in heaven nor 
the son but only the father.  Therefore, we 
need to know that it's Lord's desire and we 
must believe in Him and His words. 
 

I may not write every verse by verse here 
but few of them would like to quote for our 
information. Mt 24:4-28, Wars and 
rumours, Nation will rise against Nation, 
and Kingdom against the kingdom, 
Earthquakes, persecution, and death, 
turn away from the faith, hate each other, 
increase of wickedness. Now a days many 
countries including India living in fear 

because of Corona virus which is very 
dangerous diseases. Similarly, there are 
such activities like deadly viruses which are 
very harmful for our body and soul. In daily 
newspapers, news about Coronavirus is in 
headlines. Many people have been died 
and many living in fear due to spread of 
virus in the country. Chinese facing lot of 
problems and thousands died and many 
under treatment. Main problem is, there is 
no any medicine so far to treat virus 
affected patients. Only solution for this is 
to stay at home, pray and be remain in the 
Lord. Word said in Psalm 51:3, Surely he 
will save you from the fowler's snare and 
from the deadly pestilence.

A GLORIOUS COMING OF JESUS:

The second coming of the Lord is not like 
humble way as he came in the manger 
2000 years ago but his 2nd coming  will be 
a glorious. Rev 6:2, And I saw and behold a 
white horse and he that sat on him had 
bow, and a crown was given unto him and 
he went forth conquering and to conquer. 
He will be coming as king because he is the 
king of kings. Matthew 24:4, so you also 
must be ready, because the Son of Man will 
come at an hour when you do not expect 
him. 

My brothers and sisters let us make 
ourselves to be worthy of him to stand 
before the judgement seat and receive the 
reward from his hand.

May the Lord bless you.

The War Cry  May ����

Commissioner Samuel Charan
India Northern Territory

ARE YOU 
     READY?
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M
any words in various languages 
are used to signify the term 
salvation; to save, to rescue, to 

deliver and set free, appears mostly in 
the Old Testament. The deliverance of 
which the Old Testament speaks is 
material in nature, usually signifies 
deliverance with special spiritual 
significance. In addition to the notion of 
deliverance the Bible also uses salvation 
to denote health, well-being, and 
healing. The biblical writers speak of 
salvation as a reality with at once 
spiritual and physical, individual and 
communal, eternal and historical 
dimensions. Since the biblical writers 
view salvation as a historical reality, the 
temporal dimensions of past, present, 
and future further intensify and deepen 
the concept. Salvation is a process with 
a beginning and an end. "Salvation 
belongs to our God, who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!"  Rev 7:10.

The Old Testament Perspective:  
Old Testament define salvation as a 
reality more physical than spiritual, 
more social than individual. Where 
individuals are singled out it seems to be 
for the good of the community. For 
example, Genesis narrative develops 
the theme of God's blessing, Through 
Noah's faithfulness God brings salvation 
to his family as well as animal's life in 
Genesis 7-9. after 430 years in Egypt 
captivity entire people were delivered 
through Moses Exodus 1-12. 

Salvation is attributed above all to God. 
None but God can save Isaiah 43:14; 
Hosea 1:7. He is the keeper of his flock 
and on him alone one waits for a saving 
word to penetrate the silence Psalm 62. 
God is the warrior not Moses who 
triumphs gloriously over Pharaoh's 
armies at the sea. Salvation is 
something to stand and watch, for "The 
Lord will fight for you; "In repentance 
and rest is your salvation; in quietness 
and trust is your strength" summons 
Isaiah 30:15. The content of God's 

salvation includes 
p e r s o n a l  a n d 
n a t i o n a l 
deliverance from 
one ' s  enemies , 
deliverance from 
slavery, ongoing 
p ro t e c t i on  and 
preservation from 
evi l  Psalm 121, 
escape from death Psalm 68:19 , healing 
Psa lm 69 :29 ;  Je rem iah  17 :14 , 
inheritance of land, descendants, and 
long life.

Ezekiel stresses the need for salvation 
from uncleanness, iniquity, and idolatry 
Ezekiel 36:22-32. Here salvation 
involves the gift of a new heart of flesh 
and new spirit, which will finally 
empower his people to keep the 
commandments, for God and his glory, 
which has been profaned and which now 
must be vindicated among the nations. 
Isaiah tells of a salvation still on the way, 
which will be achieved through the 
vicarious suffering of the Servant Isaiah 
53 who bears the sin of many. This 
salvation will last forever 51:6.

The New Testament Approach: The 
name "Jesus" derived from the Hebrew 
Joshua itself means salvation. The 
purpose for the Son of Man's coming is to 
seek out and save the lost Luke 19:10. 
The New Testament continues the Old 
Testament affirmation that salvation 
belongs to God alone, who raised Jesus 
from the dead" moves him to the 
exclusive confession that salvation 
belongs only to the name of Jesus Christ 
Acts 4:10-12.

In Jesus' teaching salvation is linked to 
the advance of God's kingdom, which is 
in turn linked to Jesus' "Who then can be 
saved?" Mark 10:23-26. That Jesus 
understood himself to be that bringer of 
God's kingdom is evident in the claim 
following his synagogue reading, "Today 
this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing" 

 

Luke 4:21. Salvation belongs to those 
who  fo l l ow  Jesus ,  b r i nge r  and 
embodiment of God's kingdom.

In response to Nicodemus' statement, 
salvation is said to be a spiritual birth, a 
birth from above without which one 
cannot enter the kingdom John 3:1-11. 
Salvation means death to and freedom 
from sin, the human point of view and 
participation in a new creation, peace 
with God, life as adopted children of 
God's Gal 4:4, baptism into Christ's death  
Rom 6:4, and the reception of the Holy 
Spirit. The salvation is a personal by 
repentance and faith in Jesus Christ and 
associated closely with Jesus Acts 4:12.

Salvation is described as the mystery of 
God that is now revealed Ephesians 3:9; 
6:19, a plan conceived before the 
foundations of the world, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles Luke 2:30-32, a 
transition from death to life  John 5:24, a 
message especially for sinners Mark 2:17, 
a gift of grace through faith not of works, 
that for which the whole creation groans, 
the revelation of God's righteousness to 
faith and for faith, the justification that 
comes through faith Romans 4:22-25, 
reconciliation 2 Corinthians 5:18-19, and 
redemption Romans 8:23.

We are saved by his grace. Let us follow 
Jesus Christ and reach where he has gone 
and sit on the right hand of God, with a 
hope that he has already made a room for 
us.
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Mystery of 

Salvation
Major Florance Gill
THQ New Delhi
India Northern Territory
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P
EACE is one of the dynamic words 
in the Bible. Bible is full of peace. It 
is God's wish that His children 

should have Peace. God said, “I will give 
peace” (Lev 26:6). God's blessings filled 
with peace (Num 6:26). It is a favourite 
Biblical greeting (Gen 29:6; Lk 24:36) 
and it is found at the beginning or end of 
all New Testament epistles except James 
and I John.

Peace is eternity. Because it comes from 
God. God is the source of peace. That 
means, it is eternity. It has life. It lives 
long. God is the one who makes peace 
(Ps 147:14; Isa 45:7). St. Paul also 
emphasizes that God is the author of 
peace (I Cor 14:33).

P E A C E  I S  J E S U S '  G I F T  T O 
BELIEVERS

GOD IS THE AUTHOR OF PEACE

If a person accepts Jesus' as His personal 
Saviour the first thing happens is his 
redemption from his sins. That means a 
person's sins have been washed away in 
the blood of Jesus Christ. His life becomes 
a “New Life” in Christ. Then Jesus' 
imparts His “Peace” in a person's life. In 
the upper room Jesus' breathed His Spirit 
into them (John 20:19-22). It is also 
evident that Jesus' Spirit releases love, 
joy, peace, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance. Many people do 
not realize that their New Life in Christ 
contain the above fruits of the Spirit (Gal 
5:22). Jesus' imparts His Peace in us 

'SHALOM' IS THE HEBREW WORD 
FOR PEACE

The word has got different connotations. 
The word “Shalom” is used to say “Hello” 
or “Good-bye”. Different versions of the 
Bible translated the word “Shalom” as 
“Peace”, “Success”, and “Prosperity”. It is 
a l s o  k n o w n  a s  c o m p l e t e n e s s , 
contentment, health, peace, prosperity, 
quite, safety, soundness, tranquility and 
welfare. These transliterations reveal the 
fullness and richness of the word 
meaning. These are used of human 
relationships. This is the “Shalom” Jesus 
bequeathed to His disciples (John 20:22). 

6. This word Peace is also used for safety, 
welfare and happiness (Isa 32:17,18)
7. It is also used as a reference to health, 
prosperity, well-being, security as well a 
quite from war (Ecc 3:8; Isa 45:7).
8. For wicked people there will be no 
peace (Isa 48:22; 57:21)

along with other fruits 
of the Spirit. When we 
are born again this 
Peace gives us an 
a s s u r a n c e  o f 
Salvation (I Peter 
1:9). Believer's Life 
becomes a New Life in 
Christ (II Cor 5:17).  

3. It is used to make a Covenant after a 
war (Joshua 9:15).

5. While making friendship with God 
through a Covenant (Num 25:12; Isa 
54:10)

4. The word is used to make friendship 
between two parties (Gen 26:29; Ps 28:3)

1. It is one of the common words in 
Hebrew and Aramaic languages.

You should remember when you accept 
Jesus' as your personal Savior your life 
has been transformed into a “New 
Personality” with Peace of Jesus' reign in 
your life. Several characteristics have 
been attributed to this God's peace that 
you are enjoying in your born again life. 

2. It is expressed as a good wish (I Sam 
1:17).

The Peace the world provides us is 
temporary. Even in the beginning, one 
enjoys peace but in the long run, this 
peace leads to destruction and death 
(Prov 14:12, 16:25). A born again 
person's life is filled with “Peace”. Jesus' 
puts this peace into a person's spirit. It is 
not the worldly peace. Jesus said, “Peace I 
leave with you, My Peace I give to you, not 
as the world gives do I give to you” (John 
14:27, 16:33; Rom 5:1; Phil 4:7). 

P E A C E -  I T ’ S  S E V E R A L 
CHARACTERISTICS :

JESUS' PEACE BUT 
N O T  W O R D L Y 
PEACE.

9. Peace is a condition of freedom from 
war. Living hectic life, it is also means calm, 
inner tranquility from troubled minds.

12. Peace is a valuable gift in Messianic 
times (Isa 9:6; Micah 5:5).

Dear reader you are a peace maker and a 
child of God (Matt 5:9). You can claim all 
these blessings right now (Rom 8:6; Col 
3:15). 

The word peace is used to express the 
truths of the mission, character and gospel 
of Christ. The purpose of Christ coming 
into the world was to bring “Spiritual 
Peace” with God (Mark 5:34. 9:50; Lk 1:79. 
2:14. 24:36). The mission of Gospel is 
expressed in the terms of peace (Act 
10:36, Eph 6:15). It included the peace of 
reconciliation with God (Rom 5:1) and the 
peace of fellowship with God (Gal 5:22; 
Phil 4:7).

INNUMERABLE BLESSINGS OF 
PEACE

PEACE- ITS PLACE IN THE MISSION 
OF CHRIST

“Peace” provides innumerable blessings in 
a believer's life. The Gospel is the Gospel of 
Peace (Eph 6:15). Christ is our Peace (Eph 
2:14-15). God the Father is the God of 
Peace (I Thess 5:23). Christ left a legacy of 
Peace in His death (John 14:27. 16:33). 

10. Peace is also pleasing to the Lord (Ps 
34:14; Zec 8:16-19).
11. It is evident in a believers life (Mark 
9:15; II Cor 13:11).

Article

THE PEACE OF GOD
WHICH PASSETH ALL UNDERSTANDING

By Rev. Dr. N. L. Victor 
O.F., CSM
Hyderabad Temple Corps
India Central Territory
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M
other a great word in all 
literature. Mother is the good 
synonym for love in this world. 

The word Mother is most lovable word in 
this world forever. In my understanding, 
when the whole world may become 
against you, nobody can stand beside of 
you, in all worst situation only one 
person can stand beside you, she is 
none other than MOTHER. She 
encourages you and embraces you in all 
difficult times. I love my mother very 
much and I continuously try to make her 
happy. Everybody will love their mother 
and honor her. In all the generations, in 
all the categories/classes they love their 
father also but always mother occupies 
the first place in 
getting love by 
c h i l d r e n  t h a n 
father.

But Salome, the mother of sons of 
Zebedee (James and John, the disciples 
of Jesus) never thought like that. In the 
Holy Bible if you refer St. Mark  15:40-

In the Holy Bible I 
was impressed by 
a  m o t h e r  w h o 
wanted the best for 
her  sons.  That 
mother is none 
o t h e r  t h a n 
“SALOME”. In this 
w o r l d  e v e r y 
mother wants that 
her child should 
reach to higher 
position with all 
comforts. Some 
mothers want that, 
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n 
should become IAS 
o ffi c e r s ,  s o m e 
mother's desires 
that their children 
may become rich 
when they grow. 
Some mothers want that, their children 
should enjoy with all luxurious comforts.  
This is what happening since ages. 

Salome as the mother of John and 
James, she was very wise women and 
nurtured her children with Godly 
discipline. She influenced her children 
such an extent that they left their father, 

41, Salome, one of 
the saintly women 
who followed Jesus 
i n  G a l i l e e  a n d 
ministered unto 
Him, appears to 
have been one of 
His disciples from 
the outset of His 
public ministry. 

Accord ing to 
Psalms 34:8, 
David said that 
Oh, taste and 
see that  the 
LORD is good! 
H e r e  a f t e r 
h a v i n g  i n 
fellowship with 
Jesus she tasted 
the goodness 
fellowship with 

Jesus and she submitted her life to 
Jesus.

Here we can see that Salome was a rich 
woman who had own boats and hired 
servants for their fishery business. Even 
though she followed Jesus continuously 
until His journey to mount Golgotha 
destination of Cross. Not only that she 

also joined Holy 
S u n d a y 
morning the day 
of resurrection 
with Mary, the 
mother of Jesus 
a n d  o t h e r 
w o m e n  w h o 
w e n t  t o  t h e 
tomb of Jesus. 
She remained 
as  a  fa i th fu l 
disciple to Jesus 
up to very end.  

servants, boats, and prospered fishery 
business and followed Jesus Christ when 
He called them. (St. Mark 1:19-20). 

Not only had that she made a request to 
Jesus for her two sons. According to St. 
Matthew 20:20-21, Here Salome came to 
Jesus with her two sons, and kneeling 
before Jesus and asked that, her two 
sons are to sit, one at right hand and one 
at left hand to Jesus in His Kingdom. Here 
we must appreciate Salome that, she did 
not ask Jesus to make them rich or great 
in this world. But her desire for her 
children is to be very close to Jesus in 
God's Kingdom. 

I request all the mothers to pray for your 
children to be blessed with the eternal 
things in their life and get space in 
heaven for their children. “Happy 
Mothers' Day”. 

May God Bless all mothers. 

In this world many mothers pray for their 
children so that they should become 
good believers to the God Almighty. But 
they cannot influence their children for 
Godly disciplines and that they should 
pray the same prayer which mothers 
pray. Salome prayed for their children to 
follow the Jesus Christ and to have a 
space in God's Kingdom. Here we can see 
the greatness of Salome for influencing 
her children so that they could also pray 
same prayer to Jesus which Salome made 
to Jesus. For above all the reasons 
Salome became my favorite mother in 
Holy Bible. 

The War Cry   May ����

Article

MY FAVORITE MOTHER IN BIBLE

Joseph Babu
Corps Sergeant Major
Uppal Corps, Hyderabad Division
India Central Territory

“Who Wanted the Best for Her Sons.” 
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News

W
ith an intention to build the 
capacity of the personnel 
related to the hospitality 

ministry  and its allied sectors in  various 
territories, the National office conducted 
a training during 2- 5th March 2020, at 
the Salvation Army Christian Conference 
Centre, Coonoor, in which 19 officers from 
six Indian territories have attended. 
Commissioner Alistair Venter, the 
International Secretary was the key 
resource person who dealt the spiritual 
aspect of the training. The Commissioner 
in his inaugural address emphasised the 
delegates to recollect the words of Lord 
Jesus Christ who encouraged the 
believers to give careful attention to what 
we serve. He recollected the Salvation 
Army's standard whose ethics made 
people build trust. His two days Bible 
studies on the Values of the Hospitality 
and Theology of the Hospitality helped 
the delegates to understand the spiritual 
a n d  s c r i p t u r a l  s t a n d  o f 
hospitality and to adhere to the 
principles being the officers 
whose life style is expected to be 
a good hospitality provider. 

It has been the first of its kind 
conducting an exclusive training 
on hospitality for the officers in 
India, and hence it played a 
major role in equipping the 
delegates more theoretical and 
p r a c t i c a l  a s p e c t  o f  t h e 
hospitality ministry. Though the 
Salvation Army has been the 
pioneer organization ministering through 
hospitality, yet the theoretical aspects 
and practical approach became a 
challenge and hence most of these 
centres have become a burden to the 
territories as they are financially not self-
reliant. In order to help these centres 
raise their standards and come in par with 
the professional segments, this training 

HOSPITALITY & GUEST HOUSE MANAGEMENT TRAININGHOSPITALITY & GUEST HOUSE MANAGEMENT TRAININGHOSPITALITY & GUEST HOUSE MANAGEMENT TRAINING
made an initiative 
which resulted a 
wider knowledge 
dissemination. The 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
hospitality resource 
persons Mr. Rajesh 
Elumalai & Mrs. Athi 
Lakshmi from the 
Hotel Rain Tree, 
Chenna i  who s e 
expertise and skills 
have benefited the 
d e l e g a t e s  i n 
enhanc ing the i r 
a p p r o a c h  i n 
m a n a g i n g  t h e 
centres and to offer a quality and effective 
services. Their topics on Fundamentals of 
Hospitality, Hospitality management in a 
Contemporary World, Management & 
Maintenance of Centres, Significance of 
Customer Care & Allied Services and 

Building Public Relationship & Promotion 
e n h a n c e d  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d 
understanding in a very practical manner.

The delegates were also had the 
opportunity to understand the Business 
while working in the centres. The topic on 
the “Service Vs Business” led by Colonel 
John Kumar Dasari, National Executive 

O ffi c e r 
enlightened 
t h e  k e y 
aspects of 
the Business 
w h i l e 
serving. He 
m a d e  i t 
c lear  that 
the service 
shou ld  be 
b u s i n e s s 

oriented and it needs a clear mechanism, 
which he explained more clearly. Captain 
Aseervadam Cheeli, Chief Financial Officer 
also led a session on the “Legal Aspects” 
highlighted various rules and regulations 
that the centres need to adhere and 

maintain legal stand.

 The final meeting was led 
by Colonel John Kumar 
Dasari, and Commissioner 
Alistair Venter inspired with 
a challenging message to 
understand the Officer 
methodology in serving. He 
encouraged the delegates 
to be more professional 
and effective to raise the 
standards of the Salvation 
Army. The delegates were 
presented certificates for 
their participation. The 

entire programme was coordinated and 
well arranged by Captain Aseervadam 
Cheeli, Chief Financial Officer.  The 
delegates have also made several 
recommendations for developing and 
improving the standards of the centres. 
The Coonoor centre have made  good 
arrangements and overall the training 
brought good outcomes and resulted a 
thoughtful and meaningful  training.  We 
thank the National Office and Colonel John 
Kumar for his vision in equipping the 
officers in such new initiates. 

Major Ajeet Massey &
Captain Manisha Gohel

Reporters /Delegates from INT & IWT
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Article

TPWM Colonel Indumati Christian 
shared on the Theme of  International 
Women's Ministry 2020 "TIME TO BE 
HOLY". The Bible reference was taken 
f rom 1Peter :1 ;14-19  and She 

In every Corps New Home League 
Members were welcomed publicly and 
invited front to light the candles from 
the main candle and were dedicated by 
offering special prayers for each one of 
them. 

W
e are  so much thankful to 
our almighty God for leading 
us this year to conduct 

Annual Divisional Level Home League 
Rallies 2020 of our territory. Most of all 
the Saturdays of January to March 
were selected as per the convenience 
of the divisional and district leadership. 
Under the leadership of TPWM there 
were three groups of THQ women 
officers  to go out in to all the Divisions, 
Districts, Extension areas and even 
separate rally was arranged at 
Catherine Booth Hospital Chapel for 
Hospital staff and students, College of 
Nursing staff and students, and CHDP 
staff. Throughout the territory 19 
Home League Rallies were conducted 
under the Theme of "TIME TO BE 
HOLY" 1Peter:1; 15 - 16. These rallies 
were celebrated like a 'Women Grand 
Festival'. Young and Old women 
enjoyed listening the Word of God and 
delighted by each others' fellowship. 
They were seen with smiling faces. 
They  a l l  were  empowered  by 
attentively listening Word of God, 
hearing of testimonies and actively 
participating in the rally meetings. 
They all enjoyed presenting their 
various cultural programs at the end of 
each home league rallies. Great joy and 
happiness were seen on their faces. 

During all the rallies in different places; 
in all the three groups; Retired officers 
and Silver Star Mothers were invited on 
the stage and specially honored with 
gifts and mementos organized by all 
the divisions and districts. TPWM & 
TSWM offered special prayers for them 
and recognized publicly.

HOME LEAGUE RALLY 2020 BRIEF REPORT - ISETHOME LEAGUE RALLY 2020 BRIEF REPORT - ISETHOME LEAGUE RALLY 2020 BRIEF REPORT - ISET

Shield and Flag: Every division and 
district; Home league Shield was 
presented to the Corps; based on the 
highest amount of Helping Hand and 
best activities. The Flag was presented 
to the Corps based on the highest 
numbers of New Home Leaguers 
enrolled. They this awards women of 
particular Corps were encouraged and 
recognized publicly. 

emphasized on the Theme: Time To Be 
Holy, and explained the Logo with 
women group holding various pictures 
shown in the Logo and demonstrated 
front of the large women audience.  It 
was very much effective explanations 
that audience understood the meaning 
of Time To Be Holy. Jesus said I am Holy 
so you to be Holy. We need to be born 
again through Jesus Christ to get 
transformed life with a changed 
attitude and godly behavior to involve 
ourselves in the Mission of Jesus Christ 
to  serve marg ina l i zed wi thout 
discrimination. Other two groups made 
very good impact on the women by 
presenting and sharing from the Word 
of God.
 
Testimonies: Many women came 
forward and shared their experiences of 
God's protection and love in their 
difficult situations. These testimonies 
touched to many lives. They shared 
with the tears in their eyes. Their 
testimonies were, answers to their 
prayers, cured from their sicknesses, 
received job and money problems were 
solved. 

Conclusion: We have seen women 
crying, weeping and responding the call 
of God by coming forward to mercy seat. 
They were seen empowered by the 
Word of God and by the fellowship with 
each other. Home League Rallies has 
brought great revival amongst women in 
ISET.

Statistics: Throughout the Territory 19 
Home League Rallies were conducted. 
9412 Home Leaguers participated. 2862 
New Seekers were recorded. 114 
Women Retired Officers attended. 272 
Silver Star Mothers attended. 250 New 
Home League Members were enrolled. 
Total Helping hand  Received Rs. 902, 
114. 

Cultural Programs: Cultural items 
were one of the big attraction and 
entertainment of the Home League 
Rallies. The home leaguers were 
presenting their best talents before the 
congregations. They presented various 
kinds of dances, skits, timbrel items, 
traditional dances like kummi, kolattom 
etc. Leaders appreciated each group for 
their cultural items and talents they 
presented. 

Colonel Indumati Christian
Territorial President of Women's Ministries

India South Eastern Territory 
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Army Heritage - Dudley Coles,  son 
of late Colonel and Mrs. Bramwell Coles 
was born in Canada but returned to 
England with his parents as a youth and 
completed his education there. 
However, He entered the Toronto 
Training College in September 1953 as 
a member of the “Shepherds” session 
and married Lt. Evangeline Oxbury and 
then the couple left for missionary 
service in India. Speaking of the way in 
which God laid His hand on the lives of 
bo th  h imse l f  and  Mrs .  Co les , 
Commissioner Coles writes, “Mrs. Coles 
and I responded to the Call to 
officership on the same day, though 
3000 miles apart, Mrs. Coles at youth 
councils and I responded to an inward 
urge at the opening of the New North 
Toronto Ci tadel ,  conducted by 
Commissioner William Dalziel on 
February 22,1953. We did not know 
each other then but met in the training 
college.” 

Varied Service - Commissioner and 
Mrs. Coles served in India for 15 years 
where the Commissioner served in the 
IHQ Audit and Editorial Office in Poona, 
was Territorial Youth Secretary in 
Bombay, and Training Principal in 
Anand, Gujarat. Upon returning to 
Canada the Commissioner served in 
Editorial Department for eight years. In 
1982 Commissioner and Mrs. Coles 
returned to missionary service in Sri 
Lanka and became The Territorial 
Commander of that territory in July 1, 
1983 and finally The Commissioners 
were appointed as International 
Secretary and ZSWM for South Asia 
Zone.

Commissioner and Mrs. Coles have 
always been active in ministry even 
when in administrative positions. For 
example, while having editorial 

responsibilities at THQ they used to 
distribute THE WAR CRY on Friday 
evenings in a local shopping mall 
because they believed fervently in 
literature evangelism and wanted to 
share love of Jesus with the people. Mrs. 
Commiss ioner  Co les  has  found 
opportunity in every centre to use her 
own special gifts in service. In Poona she 
was involved in Home League and 
League of Mercy endeavours and in 
Bombay  and  Anand  unde r took 
assignments which included teaching 
and a keen involvement in work with 
young people and women. 

Fruitful Service - In later days, while 
undertaking duties as Assistant 
Secretary for Women's Organisation 
(South Asia), and accompanying her 
husband on tours of duty, Mrs. Coles 
fulfilled the ministry of pastoral visitation 
to retired Commissioners as well as 
undertaking special IHQ assignments. 

Commissioner Coles has always 
exemplified the best qualities of Army 
o ffi c e r s h i p ;  h e  w a s  a  g i f t e d 
administrator aligned with “the pastoral 
heart.” Commissioner and Mrs. Coles 
had given valiant “extra mile' service in 
their home territory as well as overseas 
and at IHQ. This paralleled with their 
pleasing, buoyant personalities have 
made them a host of friends in every 
strata of society in many lands. 

Commissioner and Mrs. Coles have three 
children, Heather, Howard and Graham 
(al l  l iv ing in Canada) and four 
grandchildren. Commissioner Dudley 
Coles promoted to glory at the age of 92 
recently.

Glory to God for Commissioners 
dedicated services.

 

Focus

MISSIONARY FOCUS- COMMISSIONER DUDLEY COLES

By- (through Heather Coles
daughter of Commissioner Dudley Coles) 

Major Natwerlal Macwan
Divisional Commander (Rtd.)

Gujarat, India Western Territory 
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May God bless the Salvation Army around the world

I
t is my privilege to share 
m y  e x p e r i e n c e  i n 
International College for 

Officers/CSLD London as a 
delegate of session 244.I give 
thanks to Almighty Lord and 
thanks to the Territorial 
Leaders who gave me blessed 
opportunity to attend the 
International College for 
Officers (ICO) London. We 
were 36 delegates and our 
session was started on 15th 
January with the flag hoisting 
by Colonel Neil Webb Training 
Principal ICO. I had passed 40 
days and learned spiritual 
subjects such as management 
and leadership Women's Ministry, doctrine of holiness, Servant 
leadership, International ecumenical, Ethics & Social Justice Child 
protection, International Finance by various faculties.ICO Principal 
taught us Bible study each and every subject was very meaning full 
through these subjects, I got information about worldwide Salvation 
Army work and how to live spiritual life. I had amazing experience of 
fasting prayer. I felt that God spoke with me really it was wonderful 
experience for me. I was inspired by the staff supportive and 
management. specially time management each and everything 
were done in time. I got opportunity to share my testimony in God's 
way with me, and south Asia Zone presented our cultural items on 
Zonal day, other's zonal days were also very good. I had 
unforgettable fellowship with different people from different places, 
languages and cultures and tasted different food which I never had 
before. Every delegate loved each other and helped one other at 
ICO.I have seen the beauty of London by visiting various places like 
London Bridge and Nottingham, the birthplace of founder General 
William Booth and visited various corps ministry. I  experienced the 
Internationalism of the Salvation Army and its Functions by visiting 
our International Headquarters and we managed to visit each 
department. All officers in IHQ are very humble. I learned how to 
become a humble servant of God through the lectures of Chief of the 
staff, the international Secretary for south Asia Zone, Training 
Principal, and other Retried Generals. All these things are very useful 
for my future ministry. I request you all please pray for my spiritual 
life and future ministry.

MY ICO EXPERIENCE

Major Seema Vishwas
Officer in Charge

Community Health Centre
India Northern Territory
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Awareness
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T
oday the whole world is affected 
by COVID-19 (Corona Virus 
Disease) and every human is 

afraid of Corona virus. In 2 Kings 5: 1- 
19 we read how Namaan was cured 
from a dreaded skin disease – Leprosy! 
How we are panic on Corona today, the 
same way in those days people were 
panic on leprosy. There was no 
medicine; it was incurable (today 
leprosy is curable). The leper was 
considered as unclean and isolated from 
the Society and lived outside the camp 
or city wall. Wherever he went he had to 
cry out “unclean, unclean”. 

But the sad thing is, the little servant girl 
knew about the power of the prophet; 
the King of Israel did not know the 
power of the prophet Elisha! That's why 
when the king of Israel read the letter, 
he tore his clothes in dismay and 
exclaimed, “How can the king of Syria 

Naaman, was the commander of the 
Syrian army, was highly respected 
because through him, the Syrian forces 
got victory over Israelites. But he was 
suffering with that dreaded skin disease, 
later he was cured. In his healing, the 
servants did important roles. Let us see 
in detail.

8 The servant of Naaman's wife – 

shared the good news: In one of the 
raids against Israel, the Syrians had 
carried off a little Israelite girl, she 
became the servant of Naaman's wife. 
She came to know about her master's 
disease. One day she shared the good 
news to her mistress that if her master 
could go to the prophet in Samaria he 
would be cured of his disease. When 
Naaman heard of this, he shared the 
news with his King and he sent him to 
the king of Israel along with his 
recommendation letter. 

8 The servants of Naaman – gave 

their suggestion: When Naaman left 
that place, his servants went up to him 
and said, “Sir, if the prophet had told you 
to do something difficult, you would 
have done it. Now why can't you just 
wash yourself, as he said, and be cured?” 
They pleased him to follow the words of 
the prophet. Because of their pleasing 
words and suggestion, Naaman went 
down to the Jordan, dipped himself in it 
seven times, as Elisha had instructed, 
and he was completely cured. His flesh 
became firm and healthy, like that of a 
child. 

expect me to cure this man? Does he 
think that I am God, with the power of 
life and death?” (2 Kings 5:7). The King's 
palace was in Samaria, the prophet was 
staying in Mount Carmel. The distance 
between Samaria and Mount Carmel 
was about 90 km. But the prophet Elisha 
heard what  had happened and 
immediately asked the king to send 
Naaman to him. 

8  T h e  s e r v a n t  o f  E l i s h a  – 

explained the instructions: When 
Naaman went with his horses and 
chariot to Elisha's house. Elisha sent a 
servant out to Naaman to tell him to go 
and wash himself seven times in the 
River Jordan, and he would be 
completely cured of his disease. Naaman 
expected that the prophet would come 
out to him, pray to the LORD his God, 
wave his hand over the diseased spot, 
and cure him. When the prophet sent his 
servant with his instructions to wash in 
river Jordan, Naaman left in a rage, said 
that he could have washed in the rivers 
of Syria and been cured!

8 The servant of God – the prophet 

Elisha: Whenever Elisha did the 
miracles he used to pray to the Lord. 

Our Master - Jesus Christ expects from us 
the words - “We are ordinary 
servants; we have only done our 
duty” Luke 17:10

(Bible referred is Good News Bible)

Naaman got physical and spiritual 
healing: He realized that the Lord of 
Israel was the true God and he decided 
not to offer any sacrifices to any god 
except the LORD. That means he got the 
Salvation too. He was cured and saved by 
the Lord. Elisha blessed him and Naaman 
left peacefully.

At the same time Elisha's servant Gehazi 
was greedy and got the gift things from 
Naaman and became a leper. He got the 
curse for his generation too (2  Kings 5: 
20-27)  Don't be like Gehazi. Be a good 
servant!

Surely after sending Naaman to river 
Jordan the prophet might have done the 
prayer. Naaman was healed.

Dear readers, all the servants helped 
Naaman in different ways. Their only aim 
was 'healing'. We are also 'servants of 
God' in different categories as officers, 
local officers, soldiers or home leaguers. 
Now we are in panic situation of COVID 
19. We need to help our people. We 
should be like the above servants in 
sharing the good news, giving awareness 
or instructions, following the instructions 
of our leaders, fulfilling the needs of the 
people and praying for them. Doing 
service is our duty and our aim is to 
glorify His name! 

Article

Lieut. Colonel Y. S. Kezial, Education Secretary, India Western Territory 



T
he Women's Development 
Officer's Consultation was held at 
HRD Centre Chennai from 2-6 

March 2020 under the Leadership of 
Commissioner Marieke Venter Zonal 
Secretary for Women's Ministries with 
the theme “Take your place”. We were 
delighted to have 7 WDO's and 6 
TPWM's from 6 territories, all together 
13 delegates and 5 resource persons. 

The aim of the consultation was 
“Empowering Indian women – the 
strategic role of the TPWM and WDO”. 
The delegates were encouraged and 
strengthened by the Bible verse "Rise 
up; this matter is in your hands..." Ezra 
1 0 : 4 .  T h e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w a s 
commenced with words of welcome by  
Commissioner Marieke Venter and 
followed by welcome dinner. Each day 
was started with Bible Studies and 
ended with prayers. 

Commiss ione r  Mar i eke  Ven te r 
encouraged the delegates to take their 
place to empower and develop women 
and girls in their own community and 
break the barriers to bring equality.

= Jo Clark, International Facilitation 

Dr. Sandra Joseph, vice Principal, Stella 
Maris College, Chennai, gave a lesson 
on the position and status of women 
and girls in India. She focused on equal 
rights for male and female, all forms of 
v io lence, prevent ion of  sexual 
trafficking and equal partnership in 
development. 

Specialist from IHQ played key role and 
brought practical lessons to help us 
learn, discuss and understand our role, 
and to know the position and status of 
women and girls in the context of The 
Salvation Army.

= There was opportunity for sharing 
and capturing vision and think about 
overcoming barriers.

= The TPWMs & WDO's prepared their 
strategic plan in terms of developing 
women & girls in their territories, in line 
with their Territorial strategic plans.

Hearing and learning from each other 
was important, and each delegate 
shared a personal story. Each story 
inspired, challenged, and helped the 
delegates to think big and to build 

b e t t e r 
communit ies 
by using their 
k n o w l e d g e , 
g i f ts ,  sk i l l s , 
and talents in 
t h e 
c o m m u n i t y. 
Special Video 
Cl ips, group 
d i s c u s s i o n s 
and B ib l i ca l 
r e fl e c t i o n s 
added to the 
subjects. Bible 
Studies were 
l e d  b y 

Commissioner Marieke Venter on Ezra, 
Jo Clark on Judah and Tamar, Colonel 
Mani Kumari on Deborah, and Lt. 
Colonel Lalhl impui i  on Pr isc i l la. 
Delegates were divided into 3 groups 
and studied together and discussed. 
This practical study helped each 
delegate to participate and experience 
new insights. 

On every subject reflection was shared, 
such as what was familiar, what 
surprised and what challenged us. 

The closing session was conducted by 
Commissioner Marieke Venter. It was a 
time of rejoicing in the Lord with singing, 
wholehearted prayer and shared life 
changing stories. The message was 
based on Zephaniah 3:16,17,

“Do not fear, Zion; do not let your hands 
hang limp. The Lord your God is with 
you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He 
will take great delight in you; in his love 
he will no longer rebuke you but will 
rejoice over you with singing.”

This message brought blessings and 
challenges into everyone's life. All the 
delegates with renewed spirit and 
carried the theme to reflect upon their 
role as women officers in the Salvation 
Army. All departed with cheerful 
memories and fresh thoughts and 
precious insight.
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