
We affirm that Christ our Lord calls us to join him in holy war against evil 
in all its forms and against every power that stands against the reign of 
God. We fight in the power of the Spirit in the assurance of ultimate 
and absolute victory through Christ’s redemptive work. We reject 
extreme attitudes towards the demonic: on the one hand, denial; on 
the other, obsession. We affirm that the body of Christ is equipped for 
warfare and service through the gifts of the Spirit. By these we are 
strengthened and empowered. We heed the injunction of Scripture to 

value all God’s gifts, and rejoice in their diversity. 

WE call Salvationists worldwide to join spiritual battle on the 

grounds of a sober reading of Scripture, a conviction of the 

triumph of Christ, the inviolable freedom and dignity of persons, 

and a commitment to the redemption of the world in all its 

dimensions – physical, spiritual, social, economic and political. 

• Army’s motives were sometimes misunderstood.  

•war was not against people.  
•Army was designed to fight for people, to rescue them from poverty, 

misery, injustice and pain. The weapons required for this were 
spiritual and as such could be received only from God.  
 

•Commission highlights the Lord’s call to join him in holy war against 
evil in all its forms and against every power that stands against the 
reign of God. Salvationists are called to a commitment to the 
redemption of the world in all its dimensions – physical, spiritual, 

social, economic, political. 

William Booth spoke to a War Congress: ‘We are sent to war,’ he said. 
‘We are not sent to minister to a congregation and be content if we 
keep things going. We are sent to make war…and to stop short of 

nothing but the subjugation of the world to the sway of the Lord Jesus.’ 



Lausanne Committee for World Evangelisation  
• noted ‘widespread concern about the reality of spiritual warfare 

with the powers of darkness’  
•Dangers and their antidotes: 

•Danger: revert to operate on pagan worldviews or on an 

undiscerning application of Old Testament analogies that were 
superseded in Jesus Christ. Antidote: rigorous study of the whole 
of Scripture, always interpreting Old Testament in light of the 
New 

•Danger: preoccupation with the demonic can lead to avoiding 
personal responsibility for our actions. Antidote: equal emphasis 
on ‘the world’ and ‘the flesh’; strong ethical teachings of the 
Bible 

•Danger: preoccupation with the powers of darkness can exalt 
Satan and diminish Jesus in the focus of his people. Antidote: 
encouraging a Christ-centred spirituality of methodology 

•Danger: tendency to shift the emphasis to ‘power’ and away 
from ‘truth’. Antidote: clear, consistent biblical truth teaching 

•Danger: emphasise technique and methodology in the practice 
of spiritual warfare and fear that, when dominant, it can 
become a substitute for the pursuit of holiness and evangelism. 
Antidote: a continuous strong, balanced and Spirit-guided 

teaching ministry 
•Danger: growing disillusionment with the results of spiritual 

warfare in unrealised expectations, unmet predictions and the 
sense of being marginalised if the language and practice of 
spiritual warfare is not adopted and general discomfort with too 
much triumphalist talk. Antidote: a return to the whole teaching 
of Jesus on prayer 

•Danger: situations where warfare language was pushing 
Christians into adversarial attitudes to people and where people 

of other faiths were interpreting this as the language of violence 
and political involvement. Antidote: language of peace, 
penitence and reconciliation must be as prominent in our 
speech and practice as any talk of warfare. 



Dr Roger Green  
• ‘It is wrong to affirm an open dualism – that is to preach, teach or 

even imply that in the battle of good against evil only at the 
conclusion of history will we know which side wins the battle. The 

most serious error in this regard is made by Christians who ascribe to 
Satan the attributes of God, as though Satan were all-knowing, 
present everywhere, or all-powerful’ (Matthew 12:29).  

• ‘However, both the Bible and experience teach us that, although 
the end of the story is clear, evil still battles against good. The Church 
is engaged in warfare against both personal and corporate sin. It is 
in warfare against the sins of injustice, prejudice and hatred, which 
enslave institutions as well as nations. For such spiritual warfare, God 
has equipped his Church with the gifts of the Spirit.’ 

 
Commission:  
• ‘We reject extreme attitudes towards the demonic: on the one 

hand, denial; on the other, obsession. We affirm that the body of 
Christ is equipped for warfare and service through the gifts of the 
Spirit. By these we are strengthened and empowered.’ 
 

Paul  

• Ephesians 6:12 – the battle ‘against the powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms’ 

•Armour needed for Christians to fight in the power of the Lord 
• Romans 8 – ‘There is now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life 
set me free from the law of sin and death.’ 

• ‘If God is for us, who can be against us?’ 
• ‘For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord’ (v 
38, 39). 



Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture to consider: 

John 16:33 

Ephesians 3:20, 21 

Ephesians 6:10-18 

Romans 8:1, 2, 9-11, 31-39 

Romans 16:20 

1 John 5:5 

1. When Jesus said, ‘Be of good cheer, I have overcome the 

world’, what was he telling us? 

2. How committed are we to fighting evil in all its forms? 

3. How awake are we to the spiritual needs around us? 

4. What kind of Holy Spirit resources do we need to be effective 

for Christ? 


