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WELCOME TO the one rmy teaching programme.

Th e Army keeps growing! In the fi rst 12 years of the new millennium it commenced work in a 
further 17 countries. By 2012 the number of countries in which the Army operates had increased 
to 124.

Its internationalism crosses national boundaries of all kinds and brings unity of purpose to the 
most diverse of cultures. It is an incredibly powerful witness to the foundations on which it is 
built – the gospel of the love of God as seen in Jesus Christ. Th e Army’s many loving acts, and 
all-embracing service, give evidence of what can happen for good when the commands to love 
God and to love one another are placed at the centre of each life.

Since Th e Salvation Army assumed its name in 1878, the interchange of personnel and global 
sharing of resources has increasingly played a large part in keeping the Army united and globally 
eff ective.

One Army has been introduced to help ensure that, as the Army grows, Salvationists worldwide 
will always feel part of one another and part of ‘One Army’ seeking to do God’s will – within his 
one Church universal. 

Th ese studies look at the nature of the Army’s mission and purpose and examine what God has 
called it to be and do. Th ere are sections that will help Salvationists and their friends learn more 
about each other, their cultures and the challenges of ministry in diff erent settings. Th ere is also 
a youth section fl owing throughout the teaching. Th e series will be a real education – in more 
ways than one.

Some people believe the Army’s best days are yet to come. Th ere are many good reasons to think 
they are right, and this resource is aimed to help us all achieve the very best. 

As God the Holy Spirit unites his people in faith and purpose, he also equips them. Why? To meet 
human need in his name and help more and more people fi nd the joy of knowing the world’s only 
Saviour, Jesus Christ.

General Linda Bond
International Headquarters

London, UK

onearmy
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ONE ARMY – THE SERIES one rmy THE BOOK

ONE ARMY
THE SERIES

THE SALVATION ARMY defi nes itself 
with an international mission statement:

Th e Salvation Army, an international 
movement, is an evangelical part of the 
universal Christian Church. Its message is 
based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated 
by the love of God. Its mission is to preach 
the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human 
needs in his name without discrimination.

As the series unfolds it will examine an 
Army united: 
�� In Christ
�� In calling
�� In covenant
�� In truth
�� In purpose
�� In fellowship
�� In service
�� In faith
�� In hope
�� In love

Th ese integral aspects of the Army will 
be presented for information, inspiration, 
discussion and response. Th ey will show 
what the Army is, what it teaches and 
what it does. Th e series will be presented 
using various forms of communication 
and include participation and interaction. 
Especially, it will be presented in the context 
of how each life can fi nd its own place in the 
will and purposes of God. Th is being so, One 
Army can:
��Give everyone an opportunity to fi nd 

the joy of using their one life for their 
creator God. 

��Show how a life given back to God can 
be transformed and enriched, and of a 
quality only he can give.

��Reveal how Th e Salvation Army 
emphasises personal relationship with 
God as being at the heart and meaning 
of life. 

��Teach why the Army takes a clear, 
uncomplicated, practical approach to its 
expression of Christian faith. 

��Emphasise how non-discriminatory and 
all-embracing service is an expression 
of a mutually supportive, loving, global 
family. 

��Highlight that the Army fi nds its 
motivation in putting the two greatest 
commands into practice: ‘“Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength 
and with all your mind”; and, “Love your 
neighbour as yourself ”’ (Luke 10:27). 

��Show how these commands are 
expressed in Th e Salvation Army’s long-
declared aim to serve ‘With heart to God 
and hand to mankind’.

��Give opportunity for genuine unity of 
purpose through making use of the 
General’s Worldwide Prayer Meeting 
(see page 03)

�� It can help us all use our one life to unite 
‘one Army’ in loving and serving the 
world’s one and only Saviour (John 1:14). 
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Pray that One Army will broaden your vision 
and deepen your understanding of what 
God can do in and through you.

Each of the 10 units in One Army will contain:
��Clear, concise teaching based on the 

chosen topics
��A look at how the Army expresses itself 

in diff erent cultures
��A youth component

Th roughout the series there will be
opportunity for:
��Group discussion
��Linking Bible passages and texts to the 

topic being studied
��Shared and individual prayer

Plus:
��Further recommended resources for 

those who wish to study further

Th e teaching will be presented through:
��Th e One Army book
��A Leader’s Manual, which contains 

further ideas for sharing
��An all-encompassing web-based 

programme 
��Film clips and teaching
��DVDs

Plus interactive elements such as:
Th e General’s Worldwide Prayer Meeting, 
which can be joined by visiting
http://sar.my/intpray

For further information visit:
http://sar.my/onearmy

BEFORE
YOU BEGIN



11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111INTRODUCTORY 
UNIT

one rmy



ONE LIFE
TO LIVE

O
N

E
 L

IF
E

 –
 T

O
 L

IV
E

  o
ne

rm
y

ONE LIFE – TO LIVE one rmy THE BOOK

IN DISCUSSION
Imagine God presenting you with your 
one life as a gift . What are your reactions? 
Share them with one another.

IN THE BIBLE
Genesis 2:7; Psalm 39:4, 5; Psalm 139; Luke 
9:23, 24; Luke 12:15; John 10:10.

IN PRAYER
Ask God to show us how we can value and 
support each other’s ‘one life’.

ONE LIFE – it is the same for all of us. We 
are each given one life – just one.

But there the similarity ends, because 
no two lives are the same. Each of us 
is unique – even identical twins have 
diff erent personalities. We develop our own 
relationships and skills. We make choices 
that determine how our lives will unfold. 
Also, we are open to the ‘unknown’ – things 
that happen to us. We cannot choose how 
others will react to us, or select how many 
welcome or unwelcome circumstances may 
come into our lives. Th ese things aff ect us 
all as individuals – and we react in diff erent 
ways.

Th ere are natural diff erences too – gender, 
ethnicity, colour, age, height, weight. And 
we each develop preferences – things we 
like or dislike, fi nd helpful or unhelpful. Yet 
however we develop, we only have one life.

Th e 20-year-old youth who was recovering 
from addictions in a Salvation Army house 
in Sydney, Australia, expressed things 
well. Soon aft er arriving to undertake the 
programme that he hoped would restore 
him to health, he stood up and announced 
to the other men and women who were 
participating in the same programme, ‘I’ve 
just realised life is not a rehearsal. Th is is the 
only life I’ve got.’

It’s the same for all of us.
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IN DISCUSSION
What is the aim of your life?
What would you like to be or achieve , and why?
Share any convictions you have about what 
God may be asking of you.

IN THE BIBLE
Mark 10:17-27; 1 John 5:11, 12; Proverbs 
16:1-3.

IN PRAYER
Th ank God for William Booth and also for 
those who, by example, help us see how 
a life surrendered to God can have such 
lasting impact on other lives.
Ask God to give you faith to trust him with 
your life and its direction.

ONE LIFE
WILLIAM BOOTH

O
N

E
 L

IF
E

 –
 W

IL
LI

A
M

 B
O

O
T

H
  o

ne
rm

y WILLIAM BOOTH grew up in 
Nottingham, England, in the fi rst half of the 
19th century. Like other young men of his 
day he was aff ected by the circumstances 
that surrounded him. England was changing 
at a fast pace. Th e industrial revolution was 
underway. Long-established ways of life 
were being replaced. People were confused. 
Many were poor, and caught in a world 
changing more rapidly than they could cope 
with. Th ere were casualties everywhere and 
a great deal of misery.

William was deeply moved by what he saw 
and, in his early teens, he committed his 
life to God – to be used in whatever way he 
would choose. God would have ‘all there was 
of William Booth’, he decided. He only had 
one life – and this was how he felt he should 
spend it.

In time Booth became a Methodist 
minister and worked hard for the poor 
and marginalised who, he felt, were being 
ignored by the churches of the day. A 
growing conviction developed within him 
that he should devote his life to helping 
people experience the love of God as seen in 
Jesus – without discrimination.

Th at simple dedication of his life as 
a teenager eventually resulted in the 
founding (with his wife Catherine) of Th e 
Salvation Army and William becoming its 
fi rst General. Th e boy of the 1840s, who 
surrendered his life to God in youthful 
sincerity, could never have imagined what 
God would do through him. Today, Th e 
Salvation Army is at work in 124 countries.

Th e Army had spread to 49 countries by 
the time William Booth met King Edward 
VII in 1904. Th e King invited William to 
write in his autograph book. Th e Army’s 

Founder took this opportunity to explain his 
motivation and wrote:

Some men’s ambition is art,
Some men’s ambition is fame,
Some men’s ambition is gold,
My ambition is the souls of men.

One man – one life. Millions of people 
around the world have cause to thank God 
for this one life.
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ONE LIFE
JESUS CHRIST
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others. It is the one that inspired William 
Booth to action. It is the life that has 
achieved more than any other – the life that 
was given to save the world. It is the life of 
Jesus Christ. Th is is the life upon which Th e 
Salvation Army – indeed the whole Church 
– is founded.

Everything which follows in this series – 
either directly or indirectly – is rooted in 
who Jesus was, what he taught, what he did 
and what he still does for us. Th is series also 
highlights the diff erence Jesus makes to our 
life – our one life. Jesus said he had come 
that we ‘may have life, and have it to the full’ 
(John 10:10). His life was about bringing us 
life – life with eternal quality. No one else 
can off er it. No one else can make it happen.

Jesus’ place in history is unrivalled. No one 
else has made such an impact on the life 
and development of the world. Dates, times 
and annual holidays (holy days) refl ect his 
universal infl uence, and his teaching has 
always been its own best evidence of divine 
wisdom – best understood when put into 
practice. Jesus not only taught how to live, 
he also lived the life of love he taught. His 
willingness to give his life on the cross 
revealed the remarkable and unequalled love 
of God for his creation.

Th e life of Jesus is incomparable in its 
goodness, authenticity, selfl essness and 
servant nature – yet also in its supreme 
authority, love, power and eff ectiveness. His 
Resurrection made it possible for his Spirit 
to be within everyone, cleansing, energising 
and renewing all who welcome him in 
humility. His transforming presence in the 
life of believers through every generation 
continues today to bear witness to the power 
of the love he brings.

In his Gospel, the apostle John described 
Jesus, Son of God, in this way: ‘God so loved 
the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life’ (3:16). Th e apostle Paul 
taught that, ‘God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world to himself ’ (2 Corinthians 5:19 
New Living Translation). Jesus explained the 
giving of his life by revealing, ‘No one takes 
it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord’ (John 10:18). It was one life – the life 
of the world’s Saviour.

Without Jesus there would be no Salvation 
Army. Jesus is at the centre of all the Army 
aims to be and do. He is the reason and 
motivation for its very existence.
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IN DISCUSSION
‘Without Jesus there would be no Salvation Army.’ Why?
In what ways does the human life of Jesus show us his divine qualities?
Why is Jesus’ life the most important that has ever been lived?

IN THE BIBLE
John 1:1-14; John 3:16, 17; John 10:14, 15; John 10:17, 18; John 20:30, 31; 1 John 5:11, 12.

IN PRAYER
What diff erence has Jesus made to your life?
Ask him to help you see how all lives can be renewed and transformed by his Spirit.



SHORTLY BEFORE Jesus went to the 
cross, he expressed the deepest desires of 
his heart in a prayer recorded in John 17. 
He prayed that, in the same way that he 
was united (‘one’) with his Father, we also 
would become ‘one’ (vv 20-23). Th e prayer is 
remarkable in the boldness of its intention. 
It points to the possibility of a holy Godhead 
welcoming us into unity of fellowship – a 
unity made possible only through the grace 
and cleansing Jesus provides. Th e prayer 
not only included his disciples but also, he 
said, ‘those who will believe in me through 
their message’. It reaches us today and 
encompasses the entire Church – described 
as the Body of Christ.

Th ere is a humbling unity when the starting 
point for all relationship with God – and 
service for him – is in realising our need 
of him. No one is exempt from needing 
forgiveness. Finding the grace to admit 
‘all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God’ (Romans 3:23) paves the way for 
self-understanding and genuine service to 
others. A chorus from the Salvation Army 
musical Glory expresses this well:

We’re all seeking the same Saviour,
We’re all seeking the self-same Lord.
We’re all claiming the same cleansing,
We’re all fi nding our peace restored.
(John Gowans)

Such an underlying shared foundation 
helps immeasurably with establishing 
a sense of oneness from the start. Th e 
oneness is encouraged to grow as we 
each fi nd the ‘same Saviour’, because his 
presence in the life of each believer is the 
greatest unifying factor of all. It unites all 
Christians throughout the world and, as we 
acknowledge the Lord’s presence in each 
other’s lives, we cannot help but be mutually 
supportive – bound together in God-given 
mission and purpose.

IN DISCUSSION
How does the chorus ‘We’re all seeking the 
same Saviour’ give us a sense of unity?
Why do you think Jesus wants all 
Christians to love one another?
How can the Army be a gift  from God to 
the Church?

IN THE BIBLE
John 13:34, 35; John 17:20-26; Romans 
3:23; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27.

IN PRAYER
Pray that the Lord will take away any 
feelings of superiority you may have 
towards anyone else. Ask for help to 
understand that his love is equal and full 
towards everybody. Pray that love for one 
another may be increased and genuine.

ONE LIFE – ONE CHURCH one rmy THE BOOK
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By the grace of God, this ‘one Army’ is given 
its unique part to play, in his ‘one Body’ – 
the Church universal.
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– to be ‘one Army’. Now in 124 countries, 
the Army embraces a vast number of 
cultures and many diverse nations. Th e 
Army’s prayer is for a mutually-supportive 
ministry across all borders that will be 
a shining testimony to how the love of 
Christ unites people who also have specifi c 
national loyalties and expectations in their 
own particular settings. Th e existence of 
one Army – an army of peace, justice and 
love – throughout a world divided and 
terrorised by countless other armies, can 
be a remarkable, God-glorifying witness to 
what his love achieves.

Any sense of ‘oneness’ the Army may possess 
comes from its unity of aim and purpose. 
It is helped by a shared covenant among 
all who become soldiers – in whichever 
city, town or village they sign their names. 
Its offi  cers too share a united covenant 
and all Salvationists live by the same 11 
doctrines that have guided Th e Salvation 
Army since it began. It comes from having 
one internationally elected leader. But the 
real secret of its ‘oneness’ comes from the 
shared unity with God himself, touching 
and indwelling the lives of those who dare to 
trust him with all they are and hope to be.

When we speak of ‘one Army’ we speak not 
only of an intention to enjoy unity of faith 
and purpose, but also of a desire that no one 
should be excluded from the embrace of a 
loving God. From its inception, the Army 
has existed for the benefi t of those who 
don’t belong (in the sense of having offi  cially 
joined). One of its established mottos is 
encapsulated in the single word ‘others’. Its 
aim is to embrace and support all-comers – 
to have a place for everyone, to present an 
atmosphere of ‘belonging’. It is vital that we 

keep reminding ourselves of such aims. Th ey 
are integral to the movement and without 
them the Army would lose its reason for 
existing.

Because we are individuals, every life has its 
unique worth – its own special contribution 
to make to the life of others. As we 
acknowledged earlier, no two people share 
the same mix of gift s or qualities. Th is gives 
each of us the opportunity to be ‘God’s gift ’ 
to one another. We need diversity in order to 
create unity. We need individuality in order 
to bring oneness. Th e world can be enriched 
by what we each off er. Most essential is the 
blessing of having the one Holy Spirit whose 
presence in the lives of believers is the truest 
unifying factor of all.
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LIVING OUR ONE LIFE FOR JESUS IN THE PHILIPPINES
MAJORS DAVID AND ELSA OALANG Philippines Territory

IN DISCUSSION
What things help the Army express itself as ‘one Army’?
What unites Christians best of all?
Discuss the dangers of becoming ‘exclusive’ and forgetting the needs of those who do 
not enjoy the same fellowship.

IN THE BIBLE
Galatians 3:26-28; Ephesians 4:4-6; James 2:1-4; 1 John 3:16-18.

IN PRAYER
Pray that the Army will be a powerful, unifying, global witness to the love of God for 
all nations and people.

A FILIPINO poet described the Filipinos as being as resilient and resourceful as bamboo. 
Perhaps we are. Filipinos relate well to other races, are adaptable and hard-working. 

Perhaps we have to be. A history of colonialism and political upheaval developed a strong 
determination among the Filipinos to survive and prove themselves equal to other nations. 
Th ey may oft en take menial jobs, but they do them well for the sake of their families and 
loved ones.

How can we describe our one life for Jesus in this context? Th e answer is varied and may be 
complicated, but here we will describe our deepest sentiments, strengths and weaknesses 
as a people, to provide a glimpse into the struggles and joys of God’s servants in Th e 
Philippines.

THE FAMILY
Filipinos are family-oriented. Th e core members of the family naturally include blood 
relatives – parents and children – but the essence of the word ‘family’ extends far and wide. 
Th e second level includes the godparents of the children or wedding sponsors and the third 
level includes all other friends. Th e wide oikos explains why a Filipino calls any older person 
Ate (elder sister) or Kuya (elder brother), or Nanay (mother)/Tatay (father).

Fostering the family relationship in the Church has positive and negative eff ects. Positively, 
it makes the pastoral care easier, because offi  cers are regarded as the parents of the corps. 
Respect for elders and people in authority, particularly the offi  cers, is very important. 
When the head of the family is won to Christ, it will be much easier to win the entire 
family. Problems arise when a family head is off ended and decides to leave the corps and, 
in some cases, other family members may follow. Because of these close relationships, 
misunderstanding and disputes can easily happen, and offi  cers are looked upon as both 
mediator and counsellor. 
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Strong family ties have been under constant pressure as many Filipinos leave the country 
to work abroad. Th e former president called them ‘new heroes’ because of their sacrifi ce 
for their families and the huge amounts of money they send home. Th us, the family 
disintegrates – children grow up without a mother or a father fi gure and materialism and 
desire for more money pull the young people away from church. In some areas, overseas 
workers sustain the corps’ needs for property repairs and other special projects. Offi  cers 
are constantly referring overseas workers to their nearest Salvation Army centre, or 
making themselves available for counselling via text messages or emails.

SENSE OF BELONGING; HONOUR AND SHAME
Because Filipinos are highly relational and have a strong harmonizing instinct, they draw 
strength and, to some extent, identity from their oikos or household and the church or 
group to which they belong. A Filipino does not celebrate or suff er alone. Perhaps this 
strong bond with ‘signifi cant others’ explains the happy and resilient attitude of Filipinos. 
Living in a country that is regularly devastated by both natural and man-made calamities, 
Filipinos know how to laugh and make light of the blows of life, and move on by the help 
of family and friends.

Another important aspect of the culture is ‘honour and shame’. People become honourable 
and gain respect when they do the kind of things the family, group or church values. 
When a person behaves contrary to these values, they become an object of shame and 
bring disgrace to the family or group.

Th e concept of ‘honour and shame’ may yield positive results when a person realizes that 
doing wrong brings disgrace, not only to themself but also to the people who love them. 
Th us, being responsible to one another may prevent a person from doing wrong.

On the other hand, it can hinder evangelism, particularly when the family strongly 
opposes a relative’s change of church affi  liation, which can occur among Muslims and 
Roman Catholics in Th e Philippines. For them, a person who changes their religion is a 
disgrace to the family.

Th e challenges in a shame culture are complex, and our role as offi  cers is to guide and 
pray hard for our soldiers who are in the world and need help to maintain their Christian 
witness. 

Here are some related issues:
��A Salvationist accountant was too embarrassed to disclose the anomalies of her boss, 

so she resigned.
��A person might borrow money to ensure they can off er a good meal to unexpected 

guests.
��A child was sexually abused by her stepfather, but because reporting this to the 

authorities would bring disgrace to the family, the mother did not do so.
��At its worst, some people might say ‘It is not bad to steal, as long as you are not caught’.
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CONCEPT OF TIME
Th e Filipino concept of time is cyclical and is summed up by this attitude – there are 
patterns in life, like planting and harvest time, summer and rainy season, but if you miss an 
opportunity take heart, because another one will come. Th e following saying also refl ects 
this view of time: Ang buhay ay parang gulong. Minsan ay nasa ibabaw, minsan ay nasa 
ilalim (Life is like a wheel, with its ups and downs). Th is cyclical concept of time gives hope 
for a better future, or a warning in times of prosperity.

OUR ONE LIFE FOR JESUS IN THIS CONTEXT
Psalm 62:7 – ‘My salvation and my honour depend on God; he is my mighty rock,
my refuge.’ 

God is our heavenly Father and we belong to God’s family. Our honour depends on him 
and we live our lives in purity in order to honour him. As we pastor the fl ock that God has 
entrusted to us, we help them focus on Christ – their most signifi cant family member – 
who will never leave or forsake them. In times of troubles and hardship, Christ is their best 
friend. When they make mistakes and dishonour him, he will be ready to forgive and will 
never disown them.

As divisional leaders, we attempt to make every offi  cer feel important and accepted. 
Sometimes, we are called to stand by them in their fi ght against abuse and injustice. For 
example, an offi  cer was endangered for taking a sexual abuse case to court when one of her 
junior soldiers was raped by a neighbour. Th e child’s family was afraid of the perpetrator and 
ashamed of the experience, but we supported the offi  cer.

Most of all, leadership with principle, integrity, transparency and – above all – love is very 
important in the Philippine context. Principle because, as they easily adapt to diff erent 
situations, Filipinos tend to sacrifi ce godly principles for the sake of relationships; integrity 
because Filipino eyes are very observant and you have to ‘walk your talk’; transparency 
because, in a relational culture, the more you hide something, the more you will attract 
suspicion; and love because this is the binding force and the power booster in such a 
relational culture.
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CULTURE IN CONTEXT
Note how Majors David and Elsa Oalang describe the Army at work in their culture.
�� In what ways does your culture diff er from the one described for Th e Philippines?
�� ‘A Filipino does not celebrate or suff er alone.’ Discuss the importance of mutual support.
��Th e ‘shame’ culture exists in many countries. What damage might this cause if it 

discourages people from speaking up?
��What are the diffi  culties involved in working away from your family? What may we need 

to guard against?
��Behaving badly can bring shame on the family. Discuss ways in which we should guard 

against bringing shame on the family of God.
��What does it mean to ‘walk the talk’?
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BOOKS FOR THE SERIES
Th e Salvation Army Handbook of Doctrine Book, Salvation Books, IHQ. 
Th e Salvation Army in the Body of Christ – An Ecclesiological Statement, Salvation Books, IHQ.
Th e Salvation Army Year Book, Salvation Books, IHQ.
Called to be God’s People – based on the Calls of the International Spiritual Life Commission, 
Salvation Books, IHQ.

DVDs FOR THE SERIES
Boundless Salvation, four-part series by John 
Cleary, Australia Southern Territory.
Called to be God’s People – based on the 
Calls of the International Spiritual Life 
Commission, Salvation Books, IHQ.
Our People – Th e remarkable story of William 
and Catherine Booth and Th e Salvation 
Army, Australia Eastern Territory.

BOOKS FOR THE INTRODUCTORY UNIT
Christianity in Action, the International History of the Salvation Army,
Henry Gariepy, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA.
How I Met Th e Salvation Army: True Stories of Christian Transformation,
edited by Major Ed Forster, Crest Books, Th e Salvation Army, Alexandria, Virginia, USA.
Purity of Heart, William Booth, Salvation Books, IHQ.
Th e General Next to God: the Story of William Booth and Th e Salvation Army,
Richard Collier, Crest Books, Th e Salvation Army, Alexandria, Virginia, USA.
Th ey Gave Th eir Lives, Alan Bateman, Salvation Books, IHQ. 

DVD FOR THE INTRODUCTORY UNIT
 A Life Worth Living – from Drug Addict to
Salvation Army Offi  cer, Australia Eastern Territory.

Further resources will be included following the 
International Conference of Leaders.

More recommended resources can be 
found in the Leader’s Manual.

What resources would you add?
Let us know by emailing

OneArmy@salvationarmy.org/onearmy
or visit www.salvationarmy.org/

Th e discussion points, Bible readings and 
prayers help put the series into the context 
of each life and individual understanding. 
Th e Leader’s Manual has further suggestions 
as to how opportunities for growth may be 
developed. 

onearmy


