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CACC Faculty Athletics Representative
April 8, 2016
Felician University - Rutherford Campus Castle


Present:
Bloomfield: Dr. Debra Curtis 
Caldwell: Dr. Patrick Sime
Chestnut Hill:  Dr. Lynn Brandsma
Dominican: Jim Crawley 
Felician: Melissa MacAlpin
Georgian Court: Dr. Timothy Briles 
Holy Family:  Dr. Art Grugan
Nyack: Dr. Jonathan Gates
Philadelphia: Dr. John Pierce 
Post: Dr. Deron Grabel 
USciences: Dr. George Downs
Wilmington:  Dr. Clint Robertson
CACC Staff: Commissioner, Dan Mara; Assistant Commissioner, Doug DeBiase; and Associate Commissioner, Ellen O’Brien

Not represented:
Concordia
Goldey-Beacom

Meeting commenced at 10:04AM

I. Welcome and introductions – Dr. Clint Robertson, Chair

II. Review of minutes from October 9, 2015 FAR Meeting – Attachment #1

a. Jim Crawley made a motion to approve the October 9, 2015 minutes.  Seconded by Dr. John Pierce.  Motion passed: 11-0.

III. Review Directors Council/Presidents Council Meetings – Attachments #2A-2D
a. The CACC continues to work towards sponsoring additional sports as a conference. In order to officially sponsor a sport, at least six CACC schools must meet the minimum requirements as set forth by the NCAA.  The CACC has been running a track and field championship for the last few years, but have not had six schools meet sponsorship minimums, which cheats the conference of NCAA funding.  The conference is on track to add women’s bowling and men’s lacrosse as officially sponsored CACC sports by 2017-18.  This would bring the total number of CACC Championship sports to 17.
b. In October, the CACC signed a contract with Synergy for video exchange and editing in the sport of basketball.  The coaches provided very positive reviews of Synergy following the 2015-16 basketball season.
c. The CACC is switching from Worth to Wilson for the conference softball.  Wilson charges $20 less per dozen and will include $1,500 per school to spend on gear along with free softballs for the CACC tournament.
d. The conference added another coaches call for each sport bringing the total to three each season.  The calls include a pre-championship call, all-conference voting call, and a post-season call.  All of the action items from the coaches calls throughout the year will be reviewed at the June Directors Council meetings.
e. The NCAA grant process has changed.  Previously, the conference needed to submit a grant request to be approved and then a report at the end of year to explain the spending.  Now, only the end of year report is required in order for the conference to receive the $134,000 (pending NCAA approval).  
f. Jim Crawley has stepped down from his role on Management Council (effective next week), leaving nine months on his service term.  With Jim stepping down, the CACC needed to nominate an AD, an SWA, and an FAR as potential replacements.  Dr. Clint Robertson is the FAR nominee.  Management Council meets in person four times a year, but each council member is also assigned to other committees which may involve additional meetings.  Jim discussed the $5 million (Foundation for the Future) that is available from the NCAA to be spent on initiatives proposed by Division II representatives.  Jim proposed that funds be allocated to the Degree Completion program to increase the total funding to $500,000.  This request was approved.  
g. The conference has previously avoided Sundays for CACC Championships because of Nyack’s “no- play on Sunday,” rule. Keith Davie received permission from Dr. Scales for CACC championships to be played on Sundays, therefore, moving forward, all “Friday-Saturday” championships will become Saturday-Sunday championships. 
h. Effective for the 2017-18 year, after GBC has a season of baseball completed, the CACC Golf Championship will be moved from the spring to the fall.  This was not done previously because Goldey-Beacom did not have another men’s spring sport and would have been out of compliance.  This issue is resolved now that GBC sponsors baseball.
i. The Directors Council asked the Athletic Trainers to develop a best practices document, but, after further discussion, the group will refer to the NATA document and develop their own operations manual for the conference.
j. Dan commended Holy Family on a job well done serving as host of the men’s basketball east region tournament.
k. The Presidents Council meets on April 18th at Wilmington.  At their November meeting, the PC talked about the CACC intra-conference transfer policy and the nonchampionship season policy – both of which are more stringent than the NCAA regulations.  The PC requested the transfer policy be reviewed by the Directors Council, which it was on March 21st, resulting in no changes to the policy.  Dr. Scales’ term on Presidents Council expires in January 2017.  Potential nominees to replace Dr. Scales will be discussed at the April 18th meeting.  
l. The Budget committee has a call next week to review the proposal which will then be reviewed and potentially approved by the Presidents Council at their meeting.
m. Sprint football is gaining momentum in the conference.  Post and Chestnut Hill currently have sprint football programs and Caldwell will be adding the sport as well.
n. The CACC has a Flickr page on the website which has pictures from all of the CACC Championships and select conference events.

IV. Commissioners Update (CACC & Division II) – Dan Mara
a. The CACC hired Allison McDonald (former Wilmington student-athlete) to serve as the Internal Operations Assistant.
b. The CACC and ECC are hosting a one-day compliance workshop at Dominican College on Friday, June 10th.
c. In the fall, the CACC and ECC held a two-day joint SAAC retreat on Long Island and included some great speakers, activities, and work with Special Olympics.  At the April 1st SAAC meeting, attendees reviewed their DiSC assessment results, and, Sara Steinman of Moravian College facilitated the discussions.  

V. Peer Review
a. The peer review process was implemented by the CACC Presidents Council and was loosely based on the Middle States visits. All peer reviews for the 2015-16 academic year have been completed bringing the total to ten (USciences, Holy Family, and Goldey-Beacom).  Next year’s reviews will include Nyack, Philadelphia, and Chestnut Hill, followed by Wilmington in 2017-18.  Each review team includes an individual who works in athletics and someone outside of athletics, along with the conference office staff.  The conference needs to continue growing the pool of individuals to serve on peer review committees (ie. Direct Reports, FARs, etc.).  Nominations must be submitted by a president.  Both Dr. Tim Briles and Dr. Art Grugan provided positive feedback regarding the peer review process and serving on a review team.

VI. Sports Sponsorship – Attachment #3
a. Referring to the last row of attachment #3, the number needs to be at least six in order to be considered a CACC Championship sport.

VII. Communications Update – Doug DeBiase
a. In 2014-15, Doug completed a Retrospective Series featuring each CACC school on a certain day, which was very well-received.  This year, a “Make It Yours” series has taken its place, featuring student-athletes who share how they have made their student-athlete experiences unique.  Webstreaming will take place at all of the spring championships, making the CACC the only D2 conference to webstream all championships.  Bridgewater TV provided the broadcast of the CACC basketball tournament for the price of their hotel rooms.  They have agreed to broadcast one fall and one spring championship next year, in addition to basketball.

VIII. 2016 NCAA Passed Legislation – Ellen O’Brien – Attachment #4
a. Seven of the nine proposal were adopted at the January Convention.  One proposal failed and one was not moved on the floor.  The NCAA staff is making a push to change the business session by removing the window for reconsideration. The results of the 2016 convention proposals are as follows:

i. Proposal 2016-1 (2-1):  Requires any individual designated as a strength and conditioning coach to be certified through a nationally recognized strength and conditioning program.  If an institution does not designate a strength and conditioning coach, then any individual who conducts such workouts must have the certification.  If one coach is designated, he/she does not need to be present during the workouts but does need to approve all S/C workout programs.  Effective date:  August 1, 2016. ADOPTED
ii. Proposal 2016-2 (2-2):  Allows student athletes to participate in study abroad programs without triggering transfer status or using a season of competition if competing in the nonchampiosnhip season.  
iii. Proposal 2016-2 (2-3):  Can use credit hours earned in an optional minor to use towards progress towards degree.  To specify that a student-athlete who has designated a specific degree program may use a maximum of six credit hours per term earned in a voluntary or optional minor to fulfill the credit-hour requirements for meeting progress toward degree.  Effective date:  August 1, 2016.  ADOPTED
iv. Proposal 2016-4 (2-4):  Requires a student-athlete to be academically and athletically eligible for intercollegiate competition as an individual during the academic year in their sport.  Effective date:  August 1, 2016.  ADOPTED
v. Proposal 2016-5 (2-5):  Football-only proposal.  Effective date:  Immediate. ADOPTED
vi. Proposal 2016-6 (2-6):  In baseball, softball, and women's volleyball, to permit a maximum of two contests played as part of a conference challenge event to be exempted annually from the maximum number of contest limitations, as specified.  This could be an unfair advantage for southern schools in softball and baseball.  Effective date:  August 1, 2016.   DEFEATED
vii. Proposal 2016-7 (2-7):  In basketball, to specify that an institution shall not commence on-court preseason basketball practice sessions prior to October 1; further, to specify that an institution shall not engage in more than 30 days of countable athletically related activities prior to its first regular-season contest, as specified.  Effective date:  August 1, 2016.  NOT MOVED
viii. Proposal 2016-8 (2-8):  To amend the automatic qualification legislation, as follows: To eliminate the requirement that a championship bracket must have 48 or more teams for an AQ; allow affiliate members to be used to satisfy the sponsorship requirement for an AQ; and eliminate the requirement to reserve at least 50 percent of the championship field for regional tournaments for at-large teams.  If this proposal is adopted it would be up to each sport committee to request automatic qualification for its sport and, ultimately, the Championships Committee would have the authority to approve or deny the request.  There are currently 212 men’s soccer teams and 89 women’s lacrosse teams in Division II as of 2014-15.  Effective date:  August 1, 2016.  ADOPTED

IX. Constitution and Bylaws Committee
a. Jim Crawley rolls off of the Constitution and Bylaws Committee at the end of this academic year.  The conference either needs a new volunteer to serve a two-year term on the committee or Jim could renew his term.  Dr. Tim Briles volunteered to take Jim’s place on the committee.

X. Management Council Update – Jim Crawley
a. Academic Success and Graduation Rates:  The CACC and the Peach Belt Conference have the largest gap between the graduation rate of the general student body and that of the student-athletes.  In regards to ASR, the NE-10 ranks number one with 86%, followed by the Sunshine State Conference with 85%, the GLVC with 82%, and the CACC ranked fourth in Division II with 81%. 
b. “Military Matters:” Division II is discussing ways to partner with the military in community engagement initiatives.
c. The Path to Graduation toolkit is available on the NCAA.org website to assist with the application of new eligibility legislation that goes into effect August 1, 2016. 
d. “Foundation for the Future” funds were approved for the following initiatives:
i. Helper Helper ($100,000) application which helps students track community engagement/service activities and creates a library of engagement activities and best practices for schools to share.
ii. Academic metrics used in measuring student-athlete success to make data collection more accurate.
iii. Degree Completion program.
iv. Online coaches education program.
v. Ten total proposals were accepted and approved to receive funding, totaling approximately $5.7 million.  
e. Jim Crawley attended the Health and Safety Summit where discussions revolved around concussions, sudden death, cardiac, and mental health issues.  Jim was also one of 50 individuals to receive an invitation to the Sexual Assault Prevention Summit.   Jim was interviewed by Trip Durham and featured on the D2 Ticker.

Lunch break from 11:59AM until 12:34PM

Dan Mara presented former Felician FAR, Dr. Alfredo Castro with an award for his many years of service and dedication to the CACC.

XI. NCAA Mental Health Best Practices Guide – Attachment #5

a. Dr. Brian Hainline (NCAA) is a neurologist who has made a strong push for mental health awareness and has been instrumental in the ongoing concussion study.  An interassociation consensus document regarding mental health is currently being drafted.  The original mental health document did not include the FAR voice or include any FARs in the development of the document.

XII. FAR Fellows Institute:  September 30 – October 2, 2016 in Indianapolis
a. Dr. Debra Curtis and Dr. Jonathan Gates will be attending the 2016 FAR Fellows Institute in October.  Dr. Tim Briles will be one of the facilitators.  Dr. George Downs, Melissa MacAlpin, and Dr. Bill Salva are the only three CACC FARs who have not yet attended the Fellows Institute.

XIII. FARA Annual Meeting and Symposium:  November 3-5, 2016 in Indianapolis
a. As of right now, three FARs plan to attend the 2016 FARA Annual Meeting and Symposium in November.

XIV. Officer Elections (Chair and Vice Chair)
a. Dr. Clint Robertson’s term as FAR Chair has expired and Vice Chair, Dr. Tim Briles will serve as the next Chair of the Council.  Jim Crawley volunteered to step in as Vice Chair.  Dr. Lynn Brandsma made a motion to name Jim Crawley Vice Chair.  Dr. Patrick Sime seconded.  Motion passed 11-0.

XV. Institutional Reports
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Chestnut Hill has a concussion center on campus.  Dr. Brandsma has helped run training for cognitive behavioral therapy thinking for reporting.  She has also worked with leaders on the men’s lacrosse and women’s soccer teams to become peer trainers.  These initiatives are being funded through the NCAA grant that Chestnut Hill received earlier this year.
b. Holy Family has begun a Chi Alpha Sigma society for student-athletes and their first ceremony is this evening.
c. Philadelphia University signed a letter of intent to merge with Thomas Jefferson University.  If the merger goes through, they will become the fifth largest university in Philadelphia.
d. Post will be starting women’s ice hockey in 2016-17.

XVI. Other Business
a. Dr. Patrick Sime inquired about the NCAA.com site featuring March Madness brackets in light of the NCAA regulations on gambling.  Dan explained that it is only considered gambling if you wager or risk losing something in order to win something.  Simply submitting a bracket is not in violation of the NCAA rules.
b. The next meeting agenda will include the “CACC FAR Statement.”

XVII. Next meeting date – Friday, October 7th, 2016

Meeting adjourned at 12:58PM
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