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CACC Faculty Athletic Representative Meeting Minutes

April 8, 2011 – Felician College – Lodi Campus – 10:00 AM

Dr. Joseph Ruane – University of the Sciences
Dr. John Bahr – Concordia College
Dr. Patrick Sime - Caldwell College
Dr. Debra Curtis – Bloomfield College

Dr. Clint Robertson – Wilmington University
Dr. Lynn Brandsma – Chestnut Hill College
I. Meeting was called to order at 10:10 AM by Chair, Dr. Patrick Sime of Caldwell College.

II. Review of minutes from October 2010 FAR Meeting – Attachment #1

a. A few small name adjustments were made.

b. Motion to approve the minutes was seconded and approved unanimously.

III.  Review minutes from Directors Council and Presidents Council meetings-Attachments #2A-2B

a. January Meeting – Directors Council

i. Conference reviewed NCAA Convention ballot and discussed their voting intentions.

ii. Lincoln University inquired about joining the conference for soccer as an associate member.  The Directors Council recommended that the Presidents decline their inquiry.
iii. This year’s NCAA DII Community Engagement Seminar will be held in June in Indianapolis. Assistant AD Ashley Cameron of Holy Family and SID Matt McLagan of Caldwell will be representing our conference.  

b. March Meeting – Director’s Council

i. Conference voted to donate $1500 to the Anne Jackson Memorial Scholarship.  The check was presented to Dr. Scales at the Presidents Council Meeting.  

ii. Baseball schedule – Athletic Directors will be reviewing the CACC baseball schedule at their next meeting.  

1. Dr. Sime expressed a concern of whether this would increase the amount of class time missed by the athletes and questioned whether  the conference would ever go to divisions in spring sports to lessen the number of games/missed class time.  

a. Commissioner Mara explains that that proposal has been made, but unfortunately baseball is not a sport that splits as easily for geographically as our other sports (north/south).  
2. Dr. John Gates commented that whatever is done, there needs to be a concentrated effort to keep double-header games off of week days.  
c. Presidents Council Updates
i. November meeting – Most of the discussions were around the presentation from NCAA Membership Grant Consultant Andy Fellingham’s presentation.  He led the Presidents through a number of scenarios on possible growth options. 

1. Preferences that were developed from his presentation 

a. Geography – still within the 4 hr footprint

b. Enrollment 1000-3000

c. Private institution

d. Preference to a not-for-profit over a for-profit

ii. April meeting – Discussions continued about membership growth.  More specific information was presented by the Directors Council and Membership Committee in regards methods of growth and possible area institutions that may or may not show interest, or interest the conference in the future.   
iii. The Presidents are also spending a great deal of time discussing investment plans.  Presentations were made at both meetings by our current financial advisor.  It was decided in April that an investment committee would be formed as well as a CFO group to create an investment plan.  The Presidents have added a meeting this June to continue these discussions.  

iv. Discussions were had about the raising membership standards for DII and how our current members meet those standards 

v. Strategic Marketing Affiliates (SMA) sponsored lunch and presented to the Presidents on services they have available to institutions for branding and licensing.  GCU, Caldwell and the CACC are currently clients.  

IV. 2010 NCAA Passed Legislation – Attachment #3

V. Commissioner’s Report

a. The majority of material Commissioner Mara had to present was discussed in earlier agenda items.  

VI.  FAR Fellows Institute – Attachment #4A-B

a. An Advanced Leadership Institute has been added for next year. Requirements for attendance are that the FAR previously attended “level 1” of the programming.  The Advanced programming will be offered on an every other year basis.  
i. The group has nominated Jim Crawley of Dominican College.  

VII. Television Opportunities in Division II – Dr. Joe Ruane

a. Dr. Ruane raised the question of whether anyone felt that DII is reaching a level of commercialism through our recent TV games, the expansion of webcasting of games – “Are we at a place to discuss if values and are ever in question with sponsorship deals?”
b. Dan explained we are not currently in any situations where we are making money off of any type of webcasting or TV deals.  We are doing all of that at a cost to the conference and/or institutions.  

VIII. Compliance Issues/Concerns

a. Update on amateurism issues discussed the fall.  All institutions have done their best to clear all previously missed students and we are moving forward.  

IX. Coaches Test – Attachment #5

a. Associate Commissioner Kelly reminds the group that the 2011-2012 Coach’s exam is live and all coaches who are yet to be certified should now take the newest test.  Passing will clear them through the end of next academic year.  Please contact the CACC immediately if you feel someone’s online exam is not scoring correctly.  There have been a small number of exams that have had issues and the NCAA has been able to remedy the situation when called right away.  

X. Inter-Conference Transfer Policy – Attachment #6

a. Motion by Dr. John Bahr of Concordia was made to recommend the addition of a Faculty Athletic Representative on the Intra-Conference Transfer Appeal Committee.  The motion was seconded and approved unanimously.  
XI. Campus Updates – 
a. Athletic Director Frank Aiello will be retiring from Wilmington University as of July 1st.  

b. Dr. Joseph Ruane of the University of the Sciences will also be retiring from his role as Faculty Athletic Representative at the end of this year.  

i. Dr. Ruane was presented with a plaque in appreciation for his service to the CACC as former chair to the group.  Commissioner Mara thanked him for all his guidance in assisting this group with forming a meaningful role within the conference.  at WU.  

XII. Old/New Business

XIII. Next meeting date -  October 7, 2011
XIV. Adjourned at 1:41 PM.
Dr. John Pierce – Philadelphia University


Dr. Jonathan Gates – Nyack College


Jim Crawley – Dominican College


Dr. Kirk Johnson – Goldey-Beacom College


Dan Mara – CACC Commissioner


Stacy Kelly – CACC Assoc. Commissioner
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