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CACC Faculty Athletic Representative Meeting Minutes

October 8, 2010 – Felician College – Lodi Campus – 10:00 AM

Dr. Joseph Ruane – University of the Sciences
Dr. John Bahr – Concordia College
Dr. Patrick Sime - Caldwell College
Dr. Art Grugan - Holy Family University
Dr. Debra Curtis – Bloomfield College

Dr. Clint Robertson – Wilmington University
Dr. Lynn Bransma – Chestnut Hill College
I. Meeting was called to order at 10:20 am by President Dr. Patrick Sime
II. Review of minutes from April, 2009 FAR Meeting – Attachment #1

a. Motion to approve minutes by Dr. Brandsma was seconded by Dr. Grugan. 

i. Minutes were approved as presented 10-0. 
III. Review Directors Council and Presidents Council meetings-Attachment #2A-B

a. The CACC Directors Council of athletic directors met in May, August and will meet again at the end of the month.

i. NCAA DII Conference Grant request updates
ii. Commissioner Mara explained the structure, and funding guidelines to the grant requests.  

1. AD’s requested a shift of some funding from transportation to  additional funding for needy student and summer course work credit and degree completion – additional $12,000 to up the total amount of aid requested for student-athletes in this area to $26,000.
iii. Championship enhancement fund – Last year funding was used to purchase a computer and software to produce live stats at championships, a camera and equipment to obtain quality action photos of our events and watches were purchased to award the champions in each sport.  Additional funding was also allocated for the banquets and hospitality offerings for athletes and coaches at each tournament.    
1. Watches will be purchased again this year and software updates have also been approved.  We have also re-allocated the banquet funding and structure of the events at each tournament.
iv. Transfer policy – 

1. New Intra-Conference Transfer policy approved by the Athletic Directors will require that all students who leave one CACC institution and transfer to another conference member, serve one year in residency before they may resume playing their sport.
a. Dr. John Bahr inquired about the appeal process and if FAR’s will be involved.  Commissioner Mara assured the group that an appeals committee will need to be appointed and that there will be FAR’s involved.    

b. Dr. Brandsma questioned whether this has become an issue among the schools.  Commissioner Mara explained that there have been a few recent cases, but that it appears to be a move to prevent it from becoming more prevalent and a bigger issue going forward.  About half of Division II conferences have a similar policy in place, but all seem to be discussing it.
v. Dr. Brandsma inquired about the discussion of Sickle Cell testing at the last Directors Council meeting.  Mara explained that Sandy Michael of Holy Family updated the group on the discussion at the national level and the cost of the test in the Philadelphia area.  The feeling is that this will be a requirement in the very near future.   The FAR’s discussed concerns around safety but also around privacy with this type of testing.
b. Presidents Meeting updates
i. The Presidents approved the 2010-2011 budgets, reviewed the championships for the year, and discussed the membership grant as well as investment opportunities.  They also asked that the conference to come up with a model to begin educational programming for the members with their first goal being a program to help educate the coaches on the importance of sportsmanship. 
1. Dr. Ruane pointed out to the group that there seems to be an increased acceptance of the involvement of the FAR at the Presidents meeting and that he has heard far fewer questions around what the FAR’s should and should not be involved with.  
2. Commissioner Mara emphasized that our Presidents remain very involved with the decision making of the conference, especially in regards to budgetary and financial issues.
IV. Commissioners Update


a. Commissioner Mara updated the group on the move the conference office made in May.  New location is much better space wise and affordability wise.  Location is right off the Merritt Parkway which is the major highway we use to head out to the majority of our institutions.  
b. Presidents requested that the conference look to implement educational meetings for the coaches.  First meeting was held in August.  While attendance was not what we had hoped, we look forward to expanding on the programming and effectiveness going forward.  This year involved coaches meetings for each sport followed by a speaker to address the influence coaches have on their student athletes and the declining sportsmanship across all levels of athletics.  
i. Issues identified at the meeting and throughout this fall with sportsmanship:
1. Currently we are seeing a rising number of issues with sportsmanship in soccer – in the conference and across the country.

a. Dr. Bahr inquired about the differences, if any, between DII the other divisions.  
i. Mara pointed out that it is really a national issues, it was discussed across divisions at the ECAC meeting recently.  
V. Division II Update – (Handout at Meeting.)

a. Documents distributed at the meeting were from NCAA DII Vice President Mike Racy.  They included a “State of the Division” and an outline of the membership growth initiatives.   
i. DII Presidents’ Summit – Biggest piece of news to arise from the Summit was that five members of the current Gulf Coast Conference and five of the Heartland Conference would be departing to create a new conference.  The decision was announced by Presidents at the meeting and appears to have been quite a shock to many.  

1. Commissioner Mara discussed the challenge this will present to the current DII strategic plan for growth if the conference is approved.
b. Televised Men’s Basketball Game

i. It was announced recently that the CACC has again been selected as one of the feature match ups for the DII CBS Sports Basketball Games of the Week.  They will feature the Nyack College at Dominican College Men’s Basketball game on January 22, 2011 as the first half of a Saturday double header.  Game time is 11:30 PM ET.
c. Championships Code of Conduct 
i. NCAA DII Championships have added a signed Code of Conduct to all their National Championships due to the issues at the last Winter Festival. 

d. New NCAA Media Agreement 
i. The new 12 year agreement will mean an increase in funding to all divisions. 

1. There will be a change in the third prong (success in basketball) of Conference funding from NCAA, which should yield an increase in dollars from that area to the CACC.
VI. 2011 NCAA  Legislation – Attachment #3A-B – Phase II

a. Group reviewed the basics of the SPOPL for this year’s convention.
VII. NCAA Membership Grant – Attachment #4

a. After meeting with DII VP Mike Racy last fall, the President’s requested that the conference apply for the DII Membership Grant to utilize money to forecast and plan the growth of the conference.  

i. We were awarded a grant of $21,500 to work with Andy Fellingham – who has met with each of our institutions, AD and Presidents and possibly FAR’s to inquire about the thoughts and feelings about our current makeup and where we should be going.  

1. Developing what a new member for our new conference should look like.
2. Gain a better idea of what possible candidates to the conference and or division 

a. Commissioner Mara pointed out that the “non-solicitation” policy is still in place with the conference, so when Mr. Fellingham is speaking with outside institutions, he is doing so from the “joining DII” perspective.  The idea would be to gain enough info about the institution for him to then be able to advise whether they are worth pursuing further.   
VIII.  FAR Fellows Institute / Conventions- FAR & NCAA

a. Art and Clint will be attending towards the end of the month

i. Those interested in attending future Institutes:  Dr. Charles Kelly and Dr. Deborah Curtis 

IX. FAR Strategies for Faculty Attendance at Athletic Events. – Jim Crawley

a. Wondering if anyone has any ideas for increasing attendance of Faculty
i. Faculty appreciation night – recognized on the court, thanked with a handshake at mid court and there was food 

ii. Honorary coaches for a game
1. Meet with the coach at 5:30 pm and go through pre-game
X. NCAA Clearinghouse – Amateurism Certification – Stacy Kelly

a. Update on current items that are being emphasized with institutions, including that each sport a student engages in requires a separate amateurism certification.

XI. Institutional Transfer GPA Policies – John Bahr

a. Dr. Bahr questioned the group about institutional policies on transfer students bringing over their previous GPA and replacement courses.  
XII.  FAR  Institute Attendance- By Conference  - Attachment #5

XIII. Other Business

XIV. Next meeting date -  April 8, 2011 
XV. Meeting adjourned at 2:00 PM. 
Dr. John Pierce – Philadelphia University


Dr. Jonathan Gates – Nyack College


Jim Crawley – Dominican College


Dr. Kirk Johnson – Goldey-Beacom College


Dr. Charles Kelly – Post University


Dan Mara – CACC Commissioner


Stacy Kelly – CACC Assoc. Commissioner
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