AGENDA

CACC FACULTY ATHLETIC REPRESENTATIVE MEETING
October 9, 2009
Felician College
Joe Ruane – USP
John Bahr - Concordia

Dr. Timothy M. Briles - GCU

Lynn Brandsma - CHC

Dr. Patrick Sime - Caldwell 

Dr. Kirk Johnson - Goldey-Beacom

Dr. Art Grugan - Holy Family

Dr. Alfredo Castro - Felician

Dr. John Pierce - Philly U

Dr. Jonathan Gates - Nyack

Jim Craley - Dominican

Dr. Charles Kelly – Post
Ben DiNallo – Felician (DC representative)

Dan Mara – CACC Commissioner

Stacy Kelly – CACC Associate Commissioner

Introductions

I. Review of minutes from April 3, 2009 FAR Meeting 
a. (Supplement #1) 
b. Castro, Grugan - approved unanimously as the new Chair for the Faculty Athletic Representatives to replace acting chair, Joe Ruane.  
II. Review minutes from Directors Council and Presidents Council meetings 
a. (Supplements #2 and #3)
i. President’s Meeting – They Presidents meet on a twice a year schedule as well, their last meeting was April 7th.  This meeting was held immediately after the NCAA DII Community Engagement Seminar that we hosted in Philadelphia through the organization and planning of our four area institutions.  The schools joined together to host the seminar’s Community Engagement Activity called “A Night With the Philly Four”.  The event was a huge success and we continue to receive compliments on how well the event represented the mission of Division II and Community Engagement in all respects. Presidents were very happy with it.

1. Presidents changed their executive structures.  They had a change of leadership with Pres. Gerbino wrapping up his tenure as chair and moving on to represent the CACC on the DII Management Council.  President Gerbino is one of just four Presidents on that group alongside Holy Family Athletic Director Sandy Michael.  Dr. Gerbino moves into the Past President position and passed the gavel to Dominican College President Sr. Mary Eileene. Georgian Court President Sr. Rosemary Jeffries was elected to Pres. Elect. The group decided to add the position of Treasurer/Financial advisor and appointed Philadelphia University President Dr. Steven Spinelli. We are working with him and his knowledge in the business world to better manage our investments and business practices for the conference.  Presidents also held their first Executive Council meeting with their officers.  They will meet next on Nov. 9th.  Joining them will be Mike Racey, Director of DII at the NCAA.  Great opportunity for our Presidents and for the CACC.

2.   Directors Council – May and August – 
a. Nothing really all that new – 

i. FAR’s – Presidents asked what meetings were the most important for FAR’s to attend.  It was shared that all meetings are beneficial for FAR’s to attend and that it was really up to each institution.
ii. Replacement – The Directors Council recommended the appointment of Dr. Joseph Ruane to replace the vacancy as President of the FAR group.
III. Commissioners’ Report
a. You may have noticed that our conference is taking some very strong steps in branding of our conference and Division II.  You will see we have made a concentrated effort to include not only our logo and identity but also the NCAA DII charge.  
b. Website re-design – please check it out.  We have received national recognition for our efforts from the NCAA – included in a recent article in the NCAA news.  We are awaiting the release of a recent video done at Philly U at the community engagement seminar that will be used on the Diicommunity.org site.  We are excited to see how that turns out.  
c. Championships Enhancement – In January of last year, the Presidents voted in favor of the conference members re-directing the fees each institution was paying to be a member of the Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference (ECAC) to a new fund for CACC championships.  Their directive was to use that $32,000 to enhance the student-athlete experience at our CACC championships. Over the past few years we had added t-shirts for participants, individual plaques for team members.  The following are our current plans for our tournaments:
i. Enhance/add of some type of meal/banquet at as many tournaments as possible.

ii. This year we are adding a watch for each member of the Champion team in team sports.  

iii. At the request of the student-athletes, we have gone to sport specific t-shirts for participants.  

d. Silly Olympics – 
e. Championships – kick off this weekend with Tennis followed by XC the next weekend at Belmont Plateau.  – We have added trainers and a EMS service at the event based on experience in the past.  Soccer will be at Wilmington University.  Week will open with a Tuesday night with a banquet for our women’s team -----

f. Unique to this conference is a Ethics Committee that is active this year, Joe Ruane serves on it.  Game environment issues, representation from multiple schools and made up of a variety of personnel – AD, FAR, SWA, SA’s and coaches and AT’s have asked for a seat on the committee.  Decisions are un-appealable. JR – the committee is impressed in the willingness of the coaches to comply and enforce the committee recommendations, sanctions on teams.   AG – Have noticed that with the addition of the Code read at each contest, and at HFU, I stepped in and read part of the code as well.  We have done an efficient job of getting the “word out” about our expectation for the conference. Ath. Director DiNallo – We have added a local policeman at all of our home events to help with the tone.  We are also sending out letters to our parents explaining our standards for sportsmanship.  DM- we have found our most effective ambassadors are our SAAC and current student-athletes in addressing issues on the spot.  With multiple events going on a given date, we need to make sure we have more than just one administrator responsible for maintaining a quality environment for Student-Athletes.  
Dr. Ruane -  We have seen cases where coaches have stepped up and removed parents. 
g. Officiating Assignors – Have been doing basketball assignors for league contests.  This helps us have more control over game environments on different campuses regardless of their local.  The AD’s have approved moving to a single conference assignor for all team sports.  With one central assignor for each sport, we can go to one person to deal with any issues we may have.  As of two weeks ago, we are currently set up to meet that expectation.  Helps keep the CACC office in the loop with issues.  Lynn Brandsma – are FAR’s getting reports of violations?  Should they be – Dr. Ruane – in the sport of soccer, the red yellow system is a little different than violations in other sports, a red card does not put all violations on an equal level.  They can vary greatly.  Commissioner Mara – well I would go back to your AD’s and ask if you could be included in any advanced situations.  
h. Dr. Ruane – compliment to Philly Univ.  on the Community Engagement Seminar, Was a great experience fantastic event, really well done, compliments to all involved.  

IV. 2010 NCAA  Legislation 
a. (Supplement #4)
i. Life in the Balance initiative – derived from the study on GPA’s of baseball players and the impact their spring schedules were having on their academic achievement in season.  Bylaw 17 discussions – Part 2 – Committee on Women’s Sports – concern with staffing issues with work/life balance issues.  The general feeling was that while the concerns were valid, it needed to come from a more diverse angle.  Summary of changes proposed.  Dead period – 

ii. Future proposal sponsorship 2011 – Peach Belt conference has approached us about co-sponsoring a piece of legislation that would mandate wood-bats for all regional baseball tournaments.  

V. NCAA Grant Information
a. Must request a min of 10% in each of the 5 areas (12,000)

Example of current uses – needy student, degree completion, meeting attendance, new awards (student athlete of the month), technology, prof. development.


Student-Athlete of the Month – 3 part – athletic, academic and community service

Nationally televised game on February 27th on CBS College sports – Caldwell v Bloomfield WB
VI. FARA, FAR Institute – Attending this year will be Lynn (CHC) and Jim (DC)
i. Dr. Sime – great opportunity to network, bring back ideas to implement on your campus really hear about things on a national level.  Over the years they have adjusted to the audience.  – Great opportunity to widen you lens, opportunity to really what my role could be.  – encourage new FAR’s to get out and attend these opportunities now , especially now that our conference has a whole different reputation opening national opportunities for us as FAR’s to get involved.  
VII. Game Environment

· JR –new signage helps maintain the presence and importance of gamesmanship, and also the co-branding on items.  Helps increase the importance of what we do – above a HS game.  
· DM – sportsmanship banners distributed

VIII. Priority Registration for Student-Athletes

a. GCU – financial holds are on many of our students when early registration is going on.  

i. GBC – prelim. hold, but as long as the money comes in they keep their slots.

ii. CC- do not have ways around holds, but if money is projected to be there in time, then they don’t put them on hold – 

iii. PU – because there are so many holds on fin. Aid – there has been some flexibility for the whole institution.  
iv. CHC – no priority

v. FC – 1 day

vi. GBC – up to two years out on registration

IX. CACC New Web Site/ 2009-10 Media Guides - 
X. Scheduling Issues, Golf etc. – JC =- Our kids are missing an inordinate amount of class time in the fall and in the spring with golf going both seasons.  
BN – mos tourneys are unfortunately they are many times ran on Mondays/Tuesdays or Sunday/Mondays – Dir. Council – has discussed the evolution of golf in our conference and in DII – I think we will continue to have those discussion and find ways to deal with missed class time.  – We may see a set schedule in the spring – prob. Not desirable by the coaches.  To help alleviate the need to go to these tournaments that cause so much missed time.  There really isn’t one season of golf anymore.

DM- need two seasons to meet the NCAA minimums of 12 rounds in our region.  

XI. SAAC Update – Silly Olympics  
XII. Tracking Student-Athletes (Drop/Add, Attendance, Grades) – who are involved with drop/adds – JC: presentation to the faculty about the importance of tracking attendance and communicating so we can enforce our standards on a more universal platform.  We have added the ability indicate which students are athletes on blackboard.  
a. USP – prior notification to professors of schedules

b. GCU – starting with a form we give to our professors – we added a week prior reminder.  
c. HF – athletic staff handles the majority of that
d. CC – Caldwell has a policy for ALL students where at a certain number of absences.   
XIII. Next meeting date – April 2, 2010 @ Felician College
XIV. Other Business  - Group Photo
Meeting adjourned at 1:30 PM

Minutes respectfully submitted by Stacy L. Kelly, Associate Commissioner

