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With anticipation and excitement, the Center for Asian American Media (CAAM) 
returned in-person to theaters for the first time in three years, from May 12-22, 
2022, for our milestone 40th anniversary festival, CAAMFest40.

Since 1982, CAAMFest has been a crucial launching point for emerging 
creatives and a central hub for the community to gather in honor and 
celebration of Asian American stories. Through the film, music, and food of our 
diverse communities, we embrace storytelling as a vehicle to express joy, 
reflect on challenges and injustices, and inspire personal and communal 
growth and interconnectedness.

Spanning 11 days and featuring nearly 50 programs–screenings, music 
performances, panel conversations, filmmaker panels and meetups, and virtual 
on-demand programs—CAAMFest40 brought the community safely back 
together to explore our collective power to write our way forward. Through the 
presentation of nuanced, lived experiences of Asian Americans, the festival 
expanded public understanding, ignited critical dialogue, and encouraged 
deepened appreciation for the evolving Asian American narrative as an integral 
part of the American experience.

Click here for a look back at our festival.

“CAAMFest40 is a celebration of not only listening, watching, relating and 
enjoying [Asian American] voices, but I see it as the community statement 
— showing the world what it is like to be Asian and Asian American.”

Thúy Trần, CAAM Festival & Exhibitions Director

FESTIVAL 
OVERVIEW

San Francisco Mayor London 
Breed at Opening Night

Opening Night Film, Free Chol
Soo Lee

Community Dancers at Directions in Sound Filipino Pastries at the Opening Night Gala

https://caamedia.org/
https://caamfest.com/40/
https://caamedia.org/blog/2022/05/27/caamfest40-reinventing-and-reuniting-as-we-turn-40/


BY THE NUMBERS

6,500
Participants

57 
Films

48
Programs

317K
Social Media 
Impressions
(Facebook, Twitter, Instagram)

36
Press Outlets
(Print, Broadcast, Online, 
Podcast)

90K
CAAMFest
Website Views 

24 States
9 Countries
(Virtual Attendance)

IN THE NEWS

“…films will reflect the current 
times of surviving the pandemic in 
a country deeply divided.”

“It’s been three years since 
CAAMFest…had a proper 
festival, and the folks at 
CAAM are pulling out all the 
stops for their 40th 
anniversary event.”

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12d54q_HjNw9VkXq3rXZJbRMANzD8-jWM/view
https://www.cbsnews.com/sanfrancisco/news/caamfest-40th-year-celebrating-asian-american-culture/?intcid=CNM-00-10abd1h
https://datebook.sfchronicle.com/movies-tv/exclusive-40th-caamfest-to-celebrate-first-in-person-festival-in-3-years-with-films-music-and-food


DEMOGRAPHICS
Social Media
Followers/Subscribers
CAAM Connect E-Newsletter: 19,492
Facebook (@caamedia/@caamfest): 18,761 // 16,362
Instagram (@caamedia): 8,109
Twitter (@CAAM): 16.329
YouTube (@CAAMCHANNEL): 4,040

Facebook demographic data

Festival Audience
CAAMFest Survey Responses

https://www.facebook.com/caamedia
https://www.facebook.com/caamfest
https://www.instagram.com/caamedia
https://www.twitter.com/CAAM
https://www.youtube.com/CAAMCHANNEL


Opening Night kicked off with a packed house for a free screening of Free Chol Soo Lee at the renowned 
Castro Theatre. Following a Korean immigrant wrongfully convicted of murder, and the movement of 
pan-Asian solidarity that helped free him from prison, this film set the tone for the festival, serving both 
as a reflection of personal and systemic challenges and a compelling reminder of what makes 
movements.

Following the film screening, our Opening Night Gala at the Asian Art Museum returned with a festive 
night of food and drink from Asian American Bay Area businesses and a stunning performance from hip 
hop orchestra Ensemble Mik Nawooj. Weekend One also featured provocative conversations during the 
Filmmaker Summit, a “Meet the Makers” panel, an inspirational fireside chat with Director Jude 
Weng, and a series of powerful documentaries at the historic Great Star Theater in Chinatown, including 
Centerpiece documentary film Bad Axe, a timely reflection on familial resiliency and the pandemic seen 
through the eyes of a Cambodian-Mexican family-owned restaurant in a contested town in rural 
Michigan.

WEEKEND ONE

Filmmaker David Siev speaking on Bad Axe

Meet the Makers

Opening Night Screening 
of Free Chol Soo Lee

The team behind 
In Search of 
Bengali Harlem



“Going to CAAMFest 
every year is like 
attending a nourishing 
banquet where I can 
feast on all the ideas, 
feelings & issues that 
are happening in my 
community.”

Indigo, 
CAAMFest Attendee

Turfers dancing along with 
Ensemble Mik Nawooj

Participating artists at the 
Filmmakers Brunch

Food Vendor at the Opening Night Gala

Director Jude Weng at the Warner 
Bros. Discovery Panel

Volunteers in front of the Great 
Star Theater

Attendees at the Opening Night 
Gala



Weekend 2 found us first at the San Francisco Museum of 
Modern Art (SFMOMA) and the SOMA Pilipinas Filipino 
Historic Cultural District in San Francisco. We began with 
tributes to Hong Kong pop star hero Anita Mui with Anita, 
and to the trailblazing Asian American journalist, Ben Fong 
Torres with Like a Rolling Stone: The Life and Times of Ben 
Fong Torres. Our free community music showcase, Directions 
in Sound: Pinays on the Rise, also returned in style with 
dynamic performances from Ouida, Kiyomi, and DJ Bitesize, 
three emerging Filipina American artists native to the Bay 
Area. 

Closing out CAAMFest40 at the New Parkway Theater in 
Oakland, we highlighted a wide array of genre-bending 
programs, from slapstick horror to a comedy about 
depression, a performance art piece grounded in turfing–
one of the most cherished local dance forms, and Closing 
Night film, Every Day in Kaimukī, a meditation on the 
meaning of home and a fitting finale after two weeks of 
communal collaborations and reflections. 

WEEKEND 
TWO

Mud Water Dance Performance

Screening of Like A Rolling Stone: The Life and Times 
of Ben Fong Torres

Ouida at Directions in Sound: Pinays on the Rise



While we were excited to welcome audiences back in-person, one of our goals for 
CAAMFest was to retain the accessibility that virtual programs provide. Audiences 
from 24 states and 9 countries tuned in to a robust lineup of shorts programs on 
relevant topics, from intersectional stories of resilience and the collective powers of 
communities, to portraits from elders and our youth from the Bay Area to the Pacific 
Islands. Furthermore, industry conversations, both challenging and joyful, provided 
audiences an inside look at issues within food and media. 

VIRTUAL PROGRAMS

Q&A with filmmakers from the Great Expectations 
Shorts Program

Q&A with 
filmmakers from the 

People Power 
Shorts Program



SPONSORS @ CAAMFEST

Through CAAMFest, sponsors connect with 
diverse audience members, engage with 
influential artists and leaders, and 
demonstrate their commitment to the power 
of storytelling and the Asian American 
community. 

At CAAMFest40, our sponsors were 
recognized and engaged in a number of 
ways, from in-person, print, and digital 
recognition to specially curated activations. 

Click here for our CAAMFest40 Festival 
Trailer

Click here for our CAAMFest40 Program 
Brochure

Pre-Show Slide at the Castro Theatre

Comcast Xfinity Step & Repeat at Opening Night

Presenting Sponsors on the 
Castro Theatre Marquee

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jggek_DIdzM
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qm0xi2aov9yf4eg/CAAMFest40%20Program%20Brochure%20%281%29.pdf?dl=0


A Film SF representative speaks at the Filmmakers Brunch

Grand Sponsors logo acknowledgment at the 
New Parkway Theater

Dokkaebier booth at Opening Night Gala
A Warner Bros. Discovery Representative moderates a 
crowd favorite conversation with Director Jude Weng

Pre-Roll Video Trailer from the Hong Kong 
Economic & Trade Office, San Francisco

“I especially enjoy seeing and meeting these talented creatives early in their 
career or before they’re really recognized by broader mainstream audiences. It is a 
treasure to be able to connect and follow their journey through the years—it truly 
creates a feeling of community support and representation.”

Hochie, CAAMFest Attendee



CHEERS!

On behalf of the CAAM staff and board, 
and the many filmmakers, supporters, 
partners, volunteers, and attendees that 
make up our diverse community: 
Thank you! 

We are grateful to you for supporting our 
festival and believing in the power of 
storytelling to foster and uplift 
communities.

To 40 more years!

CONTACT US
Jonathan Hsieh
Development and Partnerships Associate
415.863.0814 x 300
jhsieh@caamedia.org

Frances Pomperada
Director of Development
415.863.0814 x 104
fpomperada@caamedia.org
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