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Gold Bucks Royale (Dakota) had surgery for kissing spines on February 25, 2025 at Pineridge Equine Hospital. His surgery reportedly was routine and he convalesced at his home farm, Johnson Performance Horses, in accordance with the post-surgical recommendations from Dr. Garrett Metcalf.
I examined this horse on July 25, 2025 at the request of JPH. The exam consisted of palpating his back for signs of soreness or muscle atrophy and watching him worked under saddle. His work consisted of walk, jog trot, extended trot, and lope in both directions. He was asked to change leads from right to left and from left to right, as well as spin in both directions, and do a controlled sliding stop, all of which he performed well. I saw no abnormalities during either the standing exam of his back or during the riding phase. His back has healed from the surgery in the expected fashion with barely discernible raised bumps at the incision sites. His back muscles showed no signs of soreness or guarding during palpation.  He had a slight over-step in his walk and cadenced trot and lope gaits. He had balanced bending on the circles and straightness on the long sides of the oval arena.
I would expect this horse to continue to build strength and confidence in his work based on what I saw. 
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