
To the future owner of this home,

Here are some random thoughts about our house which may add some context and
general information. Our neighbors who were a generation behind us told us some stories
about the house and land that was part of the Estate of Susie Mawyer from whom we
purchased the house. It was understood that two brothers built the main part of the house.
The house was built with chestnut taken from the property and built in a square. The same
chimney that appears now was built as part of the original house. The chimney is
magnificent and the stones burn hot.

Below the house on the way to the stream is a spring which provided water and
was hand carried with water for daily living. Indeed, Susie Mawyer, well into her 90s
used that same spring up until she died in the upper mid 70s. It was also thought that the
house was built at or near the time of the planting of the huge oak tree. When we bought
the house in 1977, there was 15 amps of electricity (enough for a light bulb) and it had no
water.

Over the years we built what you see: removed stucco, removed small windows,
removed all of the interior walls, chain sawed some of the interior logs and added rooms,
closets, modern windows, walkways, a bridge, stairways to the stream, built trails and
modernized the appliances and at one time housed bees for honey. The wooden floors in
the living room and a few other places are maple wood from Albemarle County and
milled in Fluvanna County. Dishwasher, stove, refrigerator, washer and dryer are all about
seven years old, give or take.

The stream has never gone dry in 44 years through many periods of draught.
Being where we were located, we suffered no floods, no tornadoes, two hurricanes that
caused no one any property damage. We’ve had two earthquakes in central Virginia, and
there was a small amount of drywall that cracked and the shed moved a little off its
foundation, not creating anything serious.

When we thought we might sell the house years ago, we began replacing old
appliances with new ones. The roof shingles are 20 years old. The furnace is about eight
and has been maintained by Robertson Electric twice every year, furnace in the fall and
the  central air conditioner every spring. We have about a 285 gallon propane tank and
have gotten our oil from Tiger Fuel forever; we had our tank filled about five times a
year. In addition to the furnace using propane, we use propane for our gas stove and our
compressor. Our water heater runs on electric and holds, I think, 52 gallons. Our holding
tank is only a few years old and the water pump was replaced with a new one about 15-20
years ago.

The mountain is special. Our next door neighbor Ron Lewis maintains and creates the
trails that go about half way up the mountain. When a fledgling company wanted to sell wifi
service throughout Batesville, they picked our mountain and ran power to the top of the



mountain. The business failed. Ron is a gift that should be treasured for his maintenance of the
trail system. Another neighbor, Colin Craig protects the mountain from the use by strangers. We
always gave Colin permission to shoot deer, but not others unless he approves. Climb to the top
in the fall and spring and see West Virginia looking west.

Our neighbors are friendly and, well, neighborly. It is an amazing community of people
looking out for each other and offering help when it is needed. We paid $38/ a month to have
our garbage collected and our recycling picked up. We get our electrical power from Central
Virginia Electrical Power which is reliable and responsible. We used CenturyLink telephone
which provided our wifi service and DISH satellite.

Our neighbor Henry Chiles, who owns the biggest orchard in Virginia, sits on the board
of the power company and magically our roads are cleared after a significant snow. Henry’s
men also drive tractors to clear the road.  It took us a little less than 20 minutes to get to the
downtown mall and 15 minutes  to Uva. Crozet is 15 minutes away and Waynesboro 20-25
minutes.

I am envious of the family that buys this hidden paradise.

Best,

Current Homeowner


