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ARTICLE XII. - DISTRICT REGULATIONS - B-1 LIMITED BUSINESS DISTRICT

Section 12.1. - Statement of Intent.

The purpose of this District is to provide primarily for retail shopping and personal service uses, to be

developed either as a unit or in individual parcels to serve the needs of a relatively small section of the

County or the needs of the traveling public on the highways. To enhance the general character of the

District, its function of local services, and its compatibility with its surroundings is intended. B-1 Districts will

generally be located in the Development Service Districts and Rural Service Districts as shown on the Essex

County Comprehensive Plan.

Section 12.2. - Permitted Uses.

In Business District B-1, permitted principal uses and structures shall be for one (1) or more of the

following purposes:

Automobile service stations, so long as bulk storage of inflammable liquids is underground,

but not including storage of wrecked cars or storage of trailers, campers, vans, or similar

equipment.

Banks or savings and loan offices.

Bakeries, provided all products on the premises shall be sold at retail on the premises.

Barbershops or beauty parlors.

Bicycle sales and repair shops.

Hospitals or clinics for humans, as a conditional use.

Funeral homes.

Fire and rescue buildings.

The tilling of the soil, raising of crops, truck gardening, temporary open air stands, not

exceeding two hundred (200) square feet in area for seasonal sales.

Hospital or clinic for small animals, dogs, cats, birds, and the like, provided that such hospital

or clinic and any treatment rooms, cages, pens or kennels, be maintained within a completely

enclosed soundproof building, and that such hospital or clinic be operated in such a way as to

produce no objectionable noise or odors outside its walls.

Hotel, motel, motor lodge, or tourist home, with restaurant.

Offices for general business or professional.

Public or governmental offices.

Restaurants, fast food or otherwise.

Shops for the sale, service, or repair of home appliances, watches and clocks, luggage and
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leather goods, office machines, shoes, electrical and television and phonograph and radio

equipment.

Stores or shops for the conduct of retail business, including sale of accessories, antiques,

appliances, art or art supplies, beverages (alcoholic or otherwise), carpets, clothing, drugs,

fabrics, food, furniture, jewelry, office supplies and stationery, paint, wallpaper, sporting

goods, hardware, and stationery.

Temporary stands, or outdoor areas or temporary truck parking, for sale of produce,

Christmas trees, wreaths, holly, and the like.

Churches.

Facilities and structures necessary for rendering public utility service, including poles, wires,

transformers, telephone booths, and the like, for electrical power distribution or

communication service; refuse collection and recycling centers operated by the County, or

under authority of the County, and underground pipelines or conduits for electrical, gas,

sewer, or water service.

Automobile, truck or farm equipment sales, service, and repair.

Motorcycle sales and service.

Tire sales and service.

Automobile used car lot, or used truck sales.

Automobile or truck parts and sales.

Farm, lawn, and garden supplies, not including custom milling of grain, feed, and fertilizer or

bulk storage of liquid or dry fertilizer in tanks or buildings.

Forestry and tree farming.

Accessory buildings and uses.

Post offices.

Public billiard parlors and poolrooms, bowling alleys and indoor recreational establishments

housing game devices, as a conditional use.

Storage of wrecked vehicles as a conditional use.

Palm Reader as a conditional use.

Bulk storage of petroleum products as a conditional use.

Mini storage warehouses devoted to rental of self storage units as a conditional use.

Seed processing and sale of farm, lawn and garden supply provided the seed processing

facility is located at least four hundred (400) feet from adjoining residence or residential

district and two hundred (200) feet from property lines, as a conditional use.

Automotive or truck, truck trailer or bus sales, service, and repair, but not vehicle salvage or

junk. Any major repair or storage of equipment materials or damaged vehicles shall be inside

a completely enclosed building.
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Sale of new and used mobile homes as a conditional use, but not mobile home salvage or

storage of junk mobile homes. Any major repair or storage of equipment, materials, or

damaged mobile homes shall be inside a completely enclosed building.

Outside secured storage of boats, campers, R.V.s, trucks, tractors, cars, and motorcycles, as a

conditional use.

Rodeos, picnics, circuses, state fair, and concerts with accessory facilities, including the sale of

food and beverages; commercial stables to house, but not limited to horses, cows, and bulls

used in events being held, as conditional uses.

Wrestling matches, tractor and truck pulls, monster truck shows and car and truck drag racing

and motocross as a conditional use.

(Ord. of 3-9-1982; Ord. of 8-25-1998)

Section 12.3. - Permitted Signs.

Signs as permitted in Article XVII of this Ordinance.

Section 12.4. - General Height and Bulk Standards.

No building shall exceed three (3) stories and no building shall exceed a height of forty-five (45) feet

except that any building or part of a building which is located within one hundred (100) feet of a Residence

District shall not exceed two and one-half (2.5) stories and shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height.

(Certain towers and other tall structures are specifically exempted in Article XVII).

Section 12.5. - General Lot Size Standards.

There are no minimum lot size standards for uses in the B-1 Business District except as may be required

to meet yard and setback and access control requirements.

Section 12.6. - Yard and Setback Standards.

Minimum Front

Yard (feet)

Minimum Side Yard (feet) Minimum Rear

Yard (feet)

All structures:

a. On a U.S. or Primary

Highway

75 50 50

b. On a Secondary Highway or

other street or road

50 50 50

c. Side yard abutting side street

on a corner lot shall have a

minimum setback of 25 feet.

Side and rear yards are required only if adjacent to a

Residence District or an Agricultural District.
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Where a Primary and Secondary Highway intersect with each other, the front shall be deemed to be on

the Primary Highway.

Section 12.7. - Site Plan Requirements for Permitted Uses.

Permitted uses in a B-1 District shall comply with the following requirements: Before a building permit

shall be issued or construction commenced on any permitted use in this District, or a permit issued for a

new use, detailed site plans in sufficient detail to show the operations and processes shall be submitted to

the Zoning Administrator for study in accordance with Section 17.30 of this Ordinance. The Zoning

Administrator may refer these plans to the Essex County Planning Commission for their recommendations.

Modifications of the plans may be required.

Section 12.8. - O�-Street Parking and Loading Standards.

Off-street parking and loading design standards and space requirements for particular uses are

contained in Article XVII.

https://library.municode.com/

