
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 

THE 10TH ANNUAL T.J. MARTELL FOUNDATION NASHVILLE HONORS 
GALA CELEBRATED NASHVILLE'S OUTSTANDING LEADERS WITH 
HEARTFELT PRESENTATIONS AND ALL STAR PERFORMANCES  

 

The event raised over $425,000 for cancer research and more than $4 million since 
its inception in 2009 

 

 
 

Front row L to R: Dr. James Netterville, Mike Smardak, Janet Ayers, Frank Bumstead, David Poile. Back 
row L to R: Danny Gokey, Storme Warren, Natalie Grant, Jeff Foxworthy, Laura Heatherly, Lauren Alaina, 

Mike Fisher, Charles Esten, Danielle Bouharoun, Shawn Parr. 10th Annual T.J. Martell Foundation 
Nashville Nashville Honors Gala at Omni Hotel on March 26, 2018. (Photo: Rick Diamond for T.J. Martell 

Foundation) 
 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (March 28, 2018) - The T.J. Martell Foundation raised over 

$425,000 for cancer research at the 10th Annual Nashville Honors Gala on 

Monday night. This year marks the 25th anniversary of the T.J. Martell 

Foundation’s partnership with the Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center, and the 

Nashville Honors Gala alone has raised over $4 million for innovative cancer 

research since its inception in 2009. Hosted by "Nashville" star Charles Esten, 

the event honored five outstanding community leaders with performances by 



Keith Urban, Thomas Rhett, Natalie Grant, Danny Gokey, Lauren Alaina and Jeff 

Foxworthy. The honorees were treated to heartfelt presentations by Agenia Clark, 

Dr. Ron Eavey, Frank Thomas and Mike Fisher. 

 

This year's honorees were: 

Janet Ayers - Lifetime Humanitarian Award 

 

David Poile - Spirit of Nashville Award 

 

Frank Bumstead - Frances Preston Outstanding Music Industry Achievement 

Award 

 

Mike Smardak - Tony Martell Outstanding Entertainment Achievement Award 

 

Dr. James Netterville - Medical Research Advancement Award 

 

About the T.J. Martell Foundation: 

The T.J. Martell Foundation is the music industry’s leading foundation that funds 

innovative medical research focused on finding treatments and cures for cancer. 

The Foundation was founded in 1975 by music industry executive Tony Martell 

and his colleagues in loving memory of his son T.J., who died of leukemia. The 

Foundation has provided more than $280 million for research at eight flagship 

hospitals in the United States. For more information, please 

visit www.tjmartell.org.  

 

### 

Download high-resolution photos at links below.  

 

T.J. Martell Foundation 10th Annual Nashville Honors Gala - Red Carpet (Jason 

Davis) 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/e1u658x69u64o0j/AADtga74a5QnHHzMeWevpMv

na?dl=0 

 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/b75umb/73oo60/rzudpk
https://t.e2ma.net/click/b75umb/73oo60/7rvdpk
https://t.e2ma.net/click/b75umb/73oo60/7rvdpk


T.J. Martell Foundation 10th Annual Nashville Honors Gala - Show (Rick 

Diamond) 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ktuo7oxgkmvh0vz/AAAWcyOAhtkVRuXw-

FxrksmHa?dl=0 

 

MEDIA CONTACT: 

Elyse Wiser 

Wortman Works Media & Marketing  

ewiser@wortmanworks.com  

615-627-7752 

 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/b75umb/73oo60/nkwdpk
https://t.e2ma.net/click/b75umb/73oo60/nkwdpk
mailto:ewiser@wortmanworks.com?subject=

