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For Immediate Release:  

MUSIC’S PROMISE FOR CURING CANCER, THE T.J. MARTELL FOUNDATION’S 

43RD ANNUAL NEW YORK HONORS GALA 

Universal Music Group’s Jeffrey Harleston and Drew Nieporent of Myriad Restaurant Group to be honored 

by Entertainment and Hospitality Leaders on October 15th at Cipriani 42nd Street 

New York, New York – (June 21, 2018) – With generous hearts supporting the T.J. Martell Foundation, the national non-profit 

charity that provides funds for innovative cancer research, plans for the October 15th 43rd Annual “New York Honors Gala” have 

been announced by Co-chairs Jay Brown of Roc Nation, Steve Gawley of Universal Music Group, Jody Gerson of Universal Music 

Publishing Group, and Chairman of the T.J. Martell Foundation’s National Board of Trustees Joel Katz of Greenberg Traurig. New 

York’s prominent community and business leaders will join entertainment and philanthropic stars to honor Jeffrey Harleston, 

Universal Music Group’s General Counsel and Executive Vice President, Business & Legal Affairs, and Drew Nieporent, Founder of 

Myriad Restaurant Group. 

 

To be held at Cipriani 42nd Street, New York, the elegant evening will open with a reception and tempting auction items ranging from 

musical memorabilia, collectible wines, luxury dining and travel experiences. The invitation-only and always sold-out event is the 

Foundation’s primary fundraiser of the year, supporting its mission of funding innovative medical research and treatments focused on 

finding a cure for cancer. 

 

The evening includes surprise guests invited by the honorees to perform and present awards. Past hosts, presenters, performers, and 

notable guests have included Bryan Adams, India Arie, Garth Brooks, former President William J. Clinton, former President George 

H. W. Bush, Clive Davis, Foreigner, Joe Jonas, DJ Khaled, Doug Morris, Bill Murray, REO Speedwagon, Sting, Stevie Wonder, 

Yoko Ono and many other luminaries. Past honorees have included John Amato, Irving Azoff, Steve Boom, Scott Borchetta, Jennifer 

Breithaupt, Drew Carey, Charlie Daniels, Clive Davis, John Esposito, Berry Gordy, Randy Jackson, Quincy Jones, Joel Katz, Monte 

and Avery Lipman, Kenny Loggins, Arnold Palmer, Bea Perez, the late Frances Williams Preston, Sarah Stennett, Julie Swidler, 

Carrie Underwood, Afo Verde, Russell Wallach, Brett Yormark, among many others. 

 

Jeffrey Harleston is General Counsel and Executive Vice President of Business & Legal Affairs for Universal Music Group. Harleston 

is a key member of the senior executive team and responsible for overseeing all business transactions, contracts, and litigation related 

to UMG’s operations. He is also responsible for the development of corporate policies including the coordination of the company’s 

government relations, trade, and anti-piracy activities to ensure a unified strategy across all of the 

company’s divisions.  

 

Harleston has been with UMG for over 25 years and has held a variety of senior legal and operational 

positions, most recently as Executive Vice President of Business & Legal Affairs for North America. Prior 

to that, he was Executive Vice President/Head of Operations for Geffen Records and Senior Vice President 

of Business & Legal Affairs for MCA Records. Before joining Universal, Harleston was Associate 

Independent Counsel during the investigation and prosecution of the Iran/Contra scandal. He has also 

worked as a litigation associate with the firm of Covington & Burling in Washington D.C. and, before law 

school, as an Account Executive for Saatchi & Saatchi Compton Advertising in New York. 

 

Harleston has been recognized for his many achievements over the years. Recently he was honored with the 

Association of Corporate Counsel’s 2018 Diversity Award. He was named as one of Ebony magazine’s 

“Power 100” in 2017, and he has been annually recognized by Billboard on the magazine’s “Power 100” 

list which ranks the most powerful executives in the music industry as well as their “Top Lawyers” list. In 2016, Harleston received 

the Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts’ Champion of the Arts Award, and in 2015, he was named Entertainment Attorney of the Year by 

the National Bar Association as well as presented with the Music Label Executive Award by the Living Legends Foundation. In 2012, 

Harleston was added to the Black Entertainment and Sports Lawyers Hall of Fame. 
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Drew Nieporent, one of America's most respected restaurateurs, is the founder and 

inspiration behind the Myriad Restaurant Group, which operates Tribeca Grill, Nobu 

Fifty Seven, Nobu Downtown, Nobu London, Bâtard, the Porsche Grille at Citi Field 

(home of the NY Mets), Daily Burger at Madison Square Garden, and Crush Wine & 

Spirits. Over the last 32 years, Myriad has opened and operated over 40 restaurants 

around the world including San Francisco, Seattle, Louisville, Martha’s Vineyard, 

Boca Raton, London, and Moscow. His restaurants have received countless accolades. 

 

Tribeca Grill (1990), with partner Robert De Niro, opened to national acclaim and 

continues to be a New York landmark, with a wine list that has received Wine 

Spectator’s Grand Award every year since 2002. In 1994, Nieporent launched Nobu in 

New York. Nobu New York, Next Door Nobu, now Nobu Downtown (2017), and Nobu Fifty-Seven (2005) have all earned three-star 

ratings from The New York Times. Montrachet (1985) received three stars from The New York Times and kept that rating for 21 

years. In 2008, the original Montrachet space became Corton, maintaining its three New York Times stars and receiving two Michelin 

stars. Nieporent reopened the space as Bâtard (2014) with chef-partner Markus Glocker and John Winterman, again earning three stars 

from The New York Times, New York Magazine, and a coveted Michelin star. Bâtard won Best New Restaurant in America at the 

2015 James Beard awards.  

 

Chairman of the National Board of Trustees Joel Katz explained that “the music industry’s long-time support of the T.J. Martell 

Foundation dates to 1975 when music executive Tony Martell established the organization in memory of his son, T.J., who was lost to 

leukemia at the age of 19.  Since then, more than $280 million has been raised for ground-breaking treatment and support of cancer-

related illnesses.” 

 

For tickets, sponsorship or more information, please visit www.honorsgalanewyork.org. 

 

ABOUT THE T.J. MARTELL FOUNDATION 

The T.J. Martell Foundation is the music industry’s leading foundation that funds innovative medical research focused on finding 

treatments and cures for cancer. The Foundation was founded in 1975 by music industry executive Tony Martell and his colleagues in 

loving memory of his son T.J., who died of leukemia. The Foundation has provided more than $280 million for research at eight 

flagship hospitals in the United States. For more information on the T.J. Martell Foundation visit www.tjmartell.org.  

For more information follow us on www.facebook.com/tjmartellfoundation,  www.twitter.com/tjmartell, 

www.pinterest.com/tjmartellfndn, and www.instagram.com/tjmartellfoundation.   

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.facebook.com/tjmartellfoundation
http://www.twitter.com/tjmartell
http://www.pinterest.com/tjmartellfndn
http://www.instagram.com/tjmartellfoundation
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NATIONAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Executive Committee 

● Joel A. Katz, Greenberg Traurig LLP (Chairman of T.J. Martell Foundation National Board of Trustees) 
● John Amato, The Hollywood Reporter-Billboard Media Group (Vice Chairman) 
● Scott Borchetta, Big Machine Label Group (Vice Chairman) 
● Tom Corson, Warner Bros. Records (Vice Chairman)  
● John Esposito, Warner Music Nashville (Vice Chairman)  
● Jody Gerson, Universal Music Publishing Group (Vice Chairman)  
● Monte Lipman, Republic Records (Vice Chairman)  
● Julie Swidler, Sony Music Entertainment (Vice Chairman) 
● Marcus Peterzell, Ketchum Sports & Entertainment (President) 
● Rick Krim, Sony ATV Music Publishing (Vice President) 
● Julie Talbott, Premiere Networks (Vice President) 
● Charlie Feldman, BMI (Secretary) 
● David Satler, Korn Ferry Hay Group (Treasurer) 

Trustees 

● Craig Balsam, Razor & Tie 
● Larry Beckwith, Iconic Entertainment Group 
● Jennifer Breithaupt, Citi 
● Michael Cohl, S2BN Entertainment 
● Paul Donahue, Morgan Stanley 
● Steve Gawley, Universal Music Group 
● Bruce Gearhart, Bacchus Importers/Friends Records 
● Daniel Glass, Glassnote Entertainment Group 
● Steve Greenberg, S-Curve Records 
● Julie Gurovitsch, The Tonight Show/Jimmy Fallon 
● Clint Higham, Morris Higham Management 
● John Huie, CAA 
● Charlie Jones, C3 Presents 
● Paul LiCalsi, Robins Kaplan LLP 
● Stanley Lim, Gelfand, Rennert & Feldman 
● Avery Lipman, Republic Records 
● Dennis Lord 
● Ruby Marchand, Warner Music Group 
● Debbie Martell 
● Rick Mueller, AEG North America 
● Glenn Nordlinger, The Nordlinger Group 
● Charles Ortner, Proskauer Rose LLP 
● Jason Owen, Sandbox Entertainment 
● Don Perry, Greenberg Traurig LLP 
● Robin Quivers, The Howard Stern Show 
● Marc Reiter, Metallica 
● Terry Stewart, El Dorado Festivals & Events 
● Darren Stupak, Sony Music Entertainment 
● Andy Tavel, Tavel Schulman PC 
● Afo Verde - Sony Music Entertainment 
● Russell Wallach, Live Nation 
● Ron Wilcox, Warner Music Group 
● Brett Yormark, BSE Global 
● Jeff Zuchowski, Pandora  
● Chaka  Zulu, Disturbing Tha Peace Records 

 

PRESS CONTACT:  

Caroline Galloway  

(440) 591-3807, caroline@m2mpr.com 
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