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Sushi doughnuts are real
and they’ve arrived in DeLand

Spring Home Show celebrity
chef shares recipe and more
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Fins Up, Daytona

Trump rolling
back Obama-era
climate policies
More inside
President signs
executive order to ■ House intel chair under
won’t step down, A6
end ‘war on coal’ ﬁre,
■ White House seeks
By Matthew Daly
and Jill Colvin

The Associated Press

Pictured from the left: Tamara Baldanza-Dekker, chief marketing officer for Margaritaville Holdings; John Cahlan, Margaritaville Holdings CEO; William Bullock, senior vice president, Minto Communities; Jim Wiseman, president of Margaritaville
Development; and Mike Belmont, president of U.S. operations for Minto Communities, all offer up the “Fins Up” hand gesture at the groundbreaking ceremony Tuesday for the planned Jimmy Buffett-themed 6,900-home Latitude Margaritaville
community in Daytona Beach. “Fins Up” is a nod to Buffett’s 1979 song, “Fins,” which the singer-songwriter said he wrote
after a visit to Daytona Beach. [NEWS-JOURNAL PHOTOS/DAVID TUCKER]

Jimmy Buffett-themed community Latitude
Margaritaville breaks ground near LPGA Blvd.
By Clayton Park

clayton.park@news-jrnl.com

This is an aerial photo of the area where Minto Communities and Margaritaville Holdings plan to build the first phase of a planned 6,900-home community for residents age
55 and older. The community will be called Latitude Margaritaville, Daytona Beach.

More online
For photo galleries and video of the Latitude Margaritaville
groundbreaking, go to news-journalonline.com.

DAYTONA BEACH — Jimmy
Buffett wasn’t there, but that
didn’t squelch the giddiness of
local elected officials and business
leaders who turned out Tuesday
to help break ground for a planned
community here inspired by the
singer/songwriter’s music and
laid-back Key West lifestyle.
“This is very exciting,” said
Nancy Keefer, president and CEO
of the Daytona Regional Chamber
of Commerce, one of more than 50
people attending the invitationonly event to kick off the initial
phase of the planned 6,900-home
Latitude Margaritaville, Daytona
Beach, community for residents
age 55 and older.
SEE DEVELOPMENT, A11

WASHINGTON —
Declaring an end to what
he’s called “the war on
coal,” President Donald
Trump signed an executive order Tuesday that
eliminates numerous
restrictions on fossil fuel
production, breaking
with leaders across the
globe who have embraced
cleaner energy sources.
The order makes good
on Trump’s campaign
pledge to unravel former
President Barack Obama’s
efforts to curb global
warming, eliminating
nearly a dozen measures
in an effort to boost
domestic energy production, especially oil, natural
gas and coal.
Environmental activists, including former

domestic cuts to fund
border wall, A7
■ GOP conﬁdent Dems
won’t keep Gorsuch off
high court, A9

Vice President Al Gore,
denounced the plan. But
Trump said the effort
would spark “a new
energy revolution” and
lead to “unbelievable”
American prosperity.
“That is what this is
all about: bringing back
our jobs, bringing back
our dreams and making
America wealthy again,”
Trump said during a
signing ceremony at the
Environmental Protection Agency headquarters,
where he was flanked on
stage by more than a
dozen coal miners.
SEE TRUMP, A7

President Donald Trump holds up an executive order eliminating
Obama-era climate change regulations during a signing ceremony Tuesday at Environmental Protection Agency headquarters
in Washington, D.C. [REUTERS/CARLOS BARRIA]
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Volusia, Flagler counties slip in health rankings
Unemployment
rate, childhood
poverty up

More online

com

Find a link to the
full health reports
at news-journalonline.

By Michael Finch II

mike.ﬁnch@news-jrnl.com

Volusia and Flagler
counties both slipped a
spot or two in the closelywatched community

health ranking released
Wednesday by the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation. Childhood poverty,
unemployment and adult
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obesity, enduring issues
in both areas, were
unchanged or worsened,
according to the ranking.
After making big gains
last year, Volusia dropped
two places landing at
42nd, and Flagler moved
from 13th to 14th place.
The rankings, compiled
from a number of federal
data sources, broadly
measure a community’s

performance on health
outcomes and the environmental influences that
contribute to them.
Since 2003, the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation and the University of
Wisconsin-Madison have
gathered statistics from
the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid
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Services to develop the
ranking. A total of 35 measures were counted this
year, including categories
focused on premature
deaths, high school graduation and residents’ access
to exercise.
“Our health status still
remains very high this
year compared to last
year,” said Robert Snyder,
the health department

SPORTS

Panel advances
vacation rentals bill

FPC again dominates
All-Area wrestling team

A House subcommittee voted
in favor of House Bill 425 during
Tuesday. The bill would overturn a
2014 law that opened the door for
regulation of vacation rentals. C1

Flagler Palm Coast continued its
run as the area’s premiere wrestling
program. The squad placed nine
wrestlers on The News-Journal’s
2016-17 All-Area ﬁrst team. B1

administrator in Flagler.
“Overall, (for) health
outcomes, which took into
account length of life and
quality of life, we’re ranked
14 so we’re in the top 20
percent in the state out of
67 counties. I view that as
a very positive result, and
I’m sure we can do even
better as time goes on.”
SEE HEALTH, A11
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This is an artist rendering of the sales office now under construction for Latitude Margaritaville, Daytona Beach. [NEWS-JOURNAL/
DAVID TUCKER]

DEVELOPMENT

While Minto has developed successful
communities in Florida before, the interest
Continued from A1
generated by Latitude Margaritaville far
T h e c o m m u n i t y exceeds the level of interest and national
— w h i c h h a s d r a w n publicity of any of its other projects.
national attention,
including coverage by the
“Today Show,” “Good
Morning America,” and
Rolling Stone magazine
— is set to be built on
the north side of LPGA
Boulevard, just west of
Interstate 95.
The 1,600-acre development, a joint project of
Canadian-based Minto
Communities and Buffett’s Margaritaville
Holdings company, will
include a commercial
center along LPGA Boulevard that is expected to
include a grocery store
as well as restaurants
and shops, which could
include some of the foodand-beverage concepts
operated by Margaritaville Holdings, confirmed
John Cohlan, the company’s CEO who along
with Buffett is a majority
owner.
Cohlan noted that Buffett, while having yet to
visit the site, is involved
in the project. “I’m sure
(Buffett) will be here,
schedule permitting,”
Cohlan said. “He usually
attends grand openings
(for Margaritaville Holdings projects).”
Cohlan added that Latitude Margaritaville will
include a music bandshell
at its residents-only town
center and that it is likely
that Buffett at some point
would perform there.
“You never know when or
where he’s going to show
up, but he does,” Cohlan
said.
Volusia County Chair
Ed Kelley said Latitude
Margaritaville is helping
to raise the area’s profile, which already has
been ranked as one of the
nation’s fastest-growing
communities.
“Being attached to
Margaritaville as the
first community (of several planned) to be built
... it says a lot about our
area,” Kelley said, adding
that he welcomes the
jobs the new development will create as well
as the new amenities it

— William Bullock, a senior vice president with Minto
Communities

will be adding, including
an oceanfront beach club
in Ormond-by-the-Sea
that residents will be able
to access via a shuttle.
The groundbreaking event included live
music by local performer
Skip “Steel Daddy” Lilly,
who played Buffett tunes,
including “Margaritaville,” on steel drums and
guitar, as well as free food
and promotional item
giveaways.
Cohlan said the concept behind Latitude
Margaritaville is to offer a
community that emphasizes “fun, friends and
quality. You work hard
and you’ve earned the
right to go to Margaritaville. This is really what
our brand is all about:
creating a fun environment for people to enjoy
themselves.”
William Bullock, a
senior vice president with
Minto Communities, said
sales for house lots are set
to begin this fall, when
the sales center for the
development, which is
already under construction, is set to open.
Model homes touting
an Old Florida/Key West
architectural style are on
track to open by January
with the first new homes
ready for move-in by fall
2018.
Prices for homes are
expected to range from
the low $200,000s to
the mid-$300,000 with
lots ranging in width
from 54 feet to 64 feet.
“The homes will not be
sandwiched together,”
Bullock said, adding that
all will either be along a
water feature or a nature
preserve.
While Minto has
developed successful
communities in Florida before, the interest
generated by Latitude
Margaritaville far exceeds
the level of interest and

national publicity of any
of its other projects, Bullock said.
Since February, when it
announced plans to build
a real-life Margaritaville
in Daytona Beach, Bullock
said more than 45,000
people have registered
to receive regular email
updatesontheproject.“It’s
a huge number,” he said.
“We were told by the Margaritaville (Holdings) guys
to expect amazing things
and so far it’s come to fruition. We’ve never seen this
magnitude of interest in a
project this early on.”
Minto officials have
said they expect to sell
and build at least 300
homes a year at Latitude
Margaritaville and could
potentially increase the
size of the community to
as many as 8,000 homes,

should the demand
merit it by acquiring adjacent land from
Consolidated-Tomoka.
Reports of plans to
develop the Jimmy Buffett-themed community,
first reported by The
News-Journal, “literally
went viral on us,” Bullock said. “This is really
the first time a builder
has partnered up with an
iconic lifestyle brand with
the reach that Jimmy Buffett has.”
Mike Belmont, president of Minto’s U.S.
operations, said he’s not
surprised by the buzz that
Latitude Margaritaville
has generated. “Everyone
relates to fun and escapism,” he said, adding
that the community will
be “rich with activities,”
including concerts and
special events, as well
as amenities such as a
resort-style pool and
pickleball courts.
“It’s a great location,”
Belmont added. “Daytona
is a fun place to be, with
a beautiful beach, and
it’s just 45 minutes from
Orlando. It’s the perfect
location.”

Local public health
officials did not attribute the minor slips on
the list to any one thing
in particular.
A number of health
behaviors showed
signs of improvement
in Flagler except for
alcohol-related driving deaths and sexually
transmitted infections,
both of which increased,
and the rate of excessive
drinking which remained
the same.
Snyder said the
increase in infections
was due to an uptick in
chlamydia cases. But
that 42 percent of automobile accidents in the
county involved alcohol
surprised him. Statewide
and in Volusia, only 28
percent of crashes were
alcohol-related.
“That’s a concern,”
Snyder said. “I’ll be
giving thought to which
community partners we
need to work with over
the next two to three
years to see if we can
address that one.”
In Volusia, some quality of life measures took
a hit compared with last
year. A higher percentage of people reported
being in poor or fair
health, and the share
of babies born with low
birth weight did not
change. The share of
adults smoking fell by 3
percent.
“We really didn’t
expect to drop. We
thought that with a lot of
our efforts that we were
going to move up some,”
said Thomas Bryant III,
who directs the office
of planning and performance management at
the health department
in Volusia.
“The other side of
that, too, is that it’s not
necessarily that we did
a lot worse but it could
also be that someone
underneath us did so
much better and jumped

A11

Central Florida
Region
14. Flagler
16. Orange
25. Brevard
30. Osceola
42. Volusia

TOP 5
1. St. Johns
2. Collier
3. Sarasota
4. Seminole
5. Martin

BOTTOM 5
63. Hamilton
64. Putnam
65. Madison
66. Gadsden
67. Union
SOURCE: ROBERT WOOD
JOHNSON FOUNDATION

us.”
Sometimes the data
doesn’t reveal the full
picture, Snyder said,
referring to what appears
to be an improvement in
the obesity rate.
“There is one indicator where it says adult
obesity is 24 percent and
Flagler is lower than the
state average. But when
you take into account
obesity plus the percentage of people that
are overweight in Flagler County combined,
it’s 57 percent of our
population.”
In both counties, the
public health agencies
are focusing on weight
loss as a broader goal.
The foundation’s rankings provide a sweeping
view of a community’s
health and how they
might stack up against
others. Many of the
issues identified in the
rankings, like unemployment, cut across
different agencies.
“We’re grateful that
the unemployment rate
has come down in Flagler
County and continues
to do so,” Snyder said,
“because that means
more folks have jobs,
(and) have access to
health insurance. All of
that is linked.”

