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Support for
Extraordinary
Educational
Programs

Dear Friend of the Granby Education Foundation:
Thanks to your generous support, the Granby Education Foundation has
experienced another banner year. Our base of support has increased,
we’ve received more funding requests, our board of directors has grown
stronger, and our dialogue with area educators has continued to improve.
In addition, here are some other highlights from fiscal year 2003-04:
•We celebrated the completion of the Salmon Brook Ecology Center
with a reception and Open House for our supporters. More than 300
people attended.
•We distributed $6,500 through our Mini-Grant Program.
•We held our first annual Gran-Bee, a fundraiser that drew hundreds of town residents out for an evening of friendly competition.
•We laid the foundation for a Granby Arts Endowment.
Our goals for the coming year are relatively straight-forward:
1. continue to spread the word about our work and further expand
our base of support;
2. continue to reward innovative proposals with funding through our
mini-grant program;
3. work to raise at least $200,000 to create a Granby Arts Endowment.
The all-volunteer board of the Foundation works exceptionally hard
to get the maximum bang from every dollar that you donate. I hope
you’ll agree, upon reading this report, that your contributions to the
Foundation already have made a significant impact on the educational
offerings in our town. And rest assured, there’s more to come.
Thank you so much for your continued support. It is appreciated more
than you know.
Sincerely,

Patricia L. Percival
Chairperson
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Eco-Friendly Eco-Center
Construction of the Salmon Brook Ecology Center, which was started in
the summer of 2002, was completed in the spring of 2004. This was made
possible through the generosity of more than 300 townspeople, businesses and charitable foundations, including Meadowbrook Nursing
Home, the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, the John G. Martin
Foundation, and Pierce Builders, Inc.

Our Mission:
The Granby Education Foundation
is a nonprofit, volunteer organization that
promotes and enhances educational
excellence by raising funds in support of
innovative educational initiatives for
people of all ages, in both public and
private sectors, in Granby and
throughout the region.

A Brief History
A town’s educational system should
extend beyond its schools. It is with this
in mind that a group of private citizens
established the Granby Education
Foundation, a non-profit, all-volunteer,
501(c)(3) organization, in the year 2000.
By increasing community involvement,
expanding the capabilities of area educators, encouraging creativity in teaching,
and stimulating an interest in life-long
learning, the Foundation works to foster
innovative educational opportunities for
area residents of all ages.
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Students of all ages will learn about ecology and the importance of protecting the environment in this Center. In fact, the building itself is a
lesson in environmental protection, as it was built with environmentally
friendly materials, it is heated and cooled geothermally, and it is powered by photovoltaic panels that convert power from the sun.
A whole new world is open to Granby students through this facility.
At an Open House last fall, middle school students gave tours of the
building, and it was clear from their enthusiasm and knowledge that
the lessons learned in this hands-on learning laboratory have real
meaning to them.
In the future, a mentoring program will match high school students with
middle school students, giving some students experience in teaching,
while giving others a new learning experience. In addition, a graduate
program will bring college students to the Center to conduct research.

The “key” to the Salmon Brook Ecology
Center was handed over from the Granby
Education Foundation to the Salmon
Brook Ecology Center Advisory Board and
eventually to the Granby School System
in a ceremony on May 14, 2004.

Everyone who made a contribution,
financial or in-kind, to the construction of
the Salmon Brook Ecology Center, was
invited to celebrate its completion at an
open house and reception hosted by the
Education Foundation on May 14 at the
High School.
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Mini-Grants with Major Impact
Many teachers, both inside and outside the school system, have wonderful, creative ideas that they simply cannot implement because
there’s not enough money in their budgets. Mini-grants serve as catalysts for these teachers, transforming their visions into actions.
The Granby Education Foundation awarded $6500 in mini-grants to
area educators in 2003-04. While these grants cost a fraction of some of
the Foundation’s larger projects, they can pack an enormous punch.
The Foundation looks for programs that are innovative and creative,
and that demonstrate a breadth of impact.

The following is a list of all of the mini-grants awarded during the
last fiscal year.
•

$1500 to Holcomb Farm Learning Centers, Inc. to establish an
adventure training/teambuilding program at Holcomb Farm;

• $1000 matching grant to Granby Memorial Middle School teachers
Deborah Randzio and Patricia Orlowski for bringing Shakespeare &
Co. to the school for an assembly, workshops and a performance of
Romeo and Juliet;
• $1000 to the Town of Granby to fund a program that will encourage
Granby teens to view the media with critical eyes, ears and minds;
• $1000 to sponsor a series of parent workshops to address issues
surrounding tolerance and diversity;

Granby Memorial Middle School students work with volunteers from The
Hartford to write one-act plays with a disability theme for the Arts for All
Connecticut’s “Ability Playwright
Program.”
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Children’s author Johanna Hurwitz visited Kearns school for a reading of her
works. Her visit was funded in part by
the Granby Education Foundation.

• $500 to Wells Road School to support a visit by children’s author
Johanna Hurwitz;

Adventure programs and teambuilding
exercises are conducted at Holcomb
Farm through a grant from the Granby
Education Foundation. One program
that especially benefits is the Farm’s
Link and Learn program, which partners children from Granby and East
Hartland with peers and mentors from
Hartford Public Schools.

• $500 to VSA arts of Connecticut toward bringing the Ability Playwright Program to Granby Memorial Middle and High Schools.
• $500 to Granby Memorial Middle School for the purchase of two
AlphaSmart computers;
• $500 to the 8th Grade Adventure Club to fund the purchase of a
digital camera so that the Club can document its activities and create
a year-end recruitment/reward video.
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An Endowment for the Arts
Studies show that the arts are
critical to learning – for people of
all ages. Because the arts engage
not only a student’s mind, but
often his heart and body as well,
the student of the arts feels
invested in ways that are deeper
than knowing the answer to a
question. In addition, the arts
often reach students who are not
otherwise being reached.
Ye t t h e a r t s a r e , o f c o u r s e ,
famously underfunded. For all of
these reasons and more, the
Granby Education Foundation
has established the Granby Arts
Endowment.
The Foundation’s goal with this
Endowment is to raise at least
$200,000. The interest income
from this capital will then be
used to fund community programs in support of the arts. As
always, the Foundation will
seek to fund programs that
reach people of all ages. In keeping with the Foundation’s mission, these will be programs
that cannot be funded within
school and town budgets.
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Once the Foundation has reached
its fundraising goal, it plans to
distribute no less than $10,000
annually for innovative educational programs in the arts, such
as dramatic, musical and dance
performances, poetry readings,
storytelling, and workshops led
by accomplished artists. These
activities may be geared toward
a single audience (young children,
for example) or toward all ages.
These programs will utilize the
beautiful new high school auditorium and other appropriate
venues.

Town A-Buzz After GEF
“Fun”-Raiser
One way in which the Granby
Education Foundation raises
funds – and fun! – is through its
annual “Gran-Bee” trivia contest.
The first Gran-Bee was held on
February 27, 2004, and the Granby Memorial High School auditorium “buzzed” with excitement as
teams such as the “Drones,”
“Killer Bees,” “Stingers,” and
“Wiener Dogs” showed off their
knowledge.
Forty teams competed in all,
raising about $7,500 for the
Foundation, and more than 500
people had a fun night out on
the town, whether as participants or as spectators.

Granby’s Director of Community
Development, Fran Armentano served
as the timekeeper; while GEF ViceChair Dave Emery and Granby’s Town
Manager, Bill Smith, acted as the illustrious panel of judges for the 2004
Gran-Bee.

Mark your calendars! The second annual Gran-Bee will be
held March 11, 2005.

Ray Sweetland, Eileen Sylvester and
Mark Diters, a.k.a. the “Bible Beezers”
from South Congregational Church, won
the 2004 Gran-Bee Trivia Contest.
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