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Can We Trust the
Bible?

We can trust the Bible
because of the integrity of
the Scriptures.
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Scriptural integrity is
confirmed thru textual
criticism.

Plato’s Republic = 7 manuscripts - 1400
years after authorship
Aristotle = 49 manuscripts - 1200 years
later than authorship
Original manuscripts of Shakespeare (@
1600)? NADA!

But there are more than 20,000
pieces of manuscript evidence for
the New Testament, some dating
to early 4th century.
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Less than 10 verses under suspicion
as non-canonical (e.g., Acts 8:37, 1
John 5:7-8)
However! These variables in no way
alter any Bible doctrine!!!

Can I prove the good confession as
being a part of the plan of salvation
without Acts 8:37?
Matthew 10:32; Romans 10:9-10

Would the omission of 1 John 5:7 in
any way diminish the doctrine of the
Trinity?
Matthew 3:16-17; Ephesians 4:4-6; 2
Corinthians 13:14;
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Codex Siniaticus – the oldest complete
New Testament in the world.

Note the blank column
This text stops at Mark 16:8 at the
top of the column. But paper was
expensive, so why leave so much
blank space?
The copyist knew the remaining 11
verses of Mark 16 belonged in the
text, so he left room to add it when
he had a manuscript to copy it.

Codex Alexandrinus - the oldest
complete Bible in the world.
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This Bible is also opened to Mark 16,
but there is no blank. All 20 verses of
Mark 16 are present in the text.

Fragment of John’s Gospel
3rd Century
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Fragment of Revelation
3rd – 4th century

First-edition King James Bible
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Your Bible is
Historically Accurate!

All photographs were taken at
the British Museum or the
British Library.

Black Obelisk of
Shalmaneser III
The arrow shows
Jehu, King of Israel,
bowing and paying
reverence to
Shalmaneser III.
Jehu was anointed
king in 2 Kings 9
(circa 841 B.C.)
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Black Obelisk of
Shalmaneser III
The inscription directly
above says, “Tribute of
Jehu the Israelite: silver,
gold, a golden bowl, a
golden vase, golden
tumblers, golden
buckets, tin, a staff for a
king, hunting spears I
have received.”

Inscription Shalmaneser

Jehu

Stela of Shalmaneser III
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Stela = “from the Greek
stele, meaning to set up.
Usually a carved or inscribed
stone slab or pillar used for
commemorative purposes.

This stela reports on a
military campaign from 853
B.C. where Shalmaneser
says he fought against a
king who had gathered 12
other kings to help.
Among the kings mentioned
as helping is Ahab the
Israelite, who supplied 2000
chariots and 10,000 foot
soldiers. Ahab’s reign began
in 1 Kings 16:28.

Relief of Sargon,
who succeeded
Shalmaneser V.
The only biblical
reference to Sargon
is in Isaiah 20:1.
No record of him was
found until Emile
Botta discovered his
palace near ancient
Nineveh in 1843.
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Winged bull from the
entrance to Sargon’s
palace.
An inscription on the
stomach of this bull
says Hezekiah paid
tribute to Sargon.
The rear figure is the
attendant genie equal
in height to the bull.

Sanded stones
used in slings
found at Lachish.
Slings like these
were used by
ancient hunters
and soldiers, and
were not unlike the
weapon David
used to kill Goliath
in 1 Samuel 17.
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Among the soldiers
of Benjamin are
listed 700 lefthanded men who
“could sling stones
at a hair breadth
and not miss”
(Judges 20:14-16).

This is the six-sided
Sennacherib cylinder, more
commonly known as the
Taylor Prism.
It details Sennacherib’s
campaign against Lachish
and Jerusalem. It notes his
conquering of 46 cities in
Judah and his siege of
Jerusalem. He boasts of
having “Hezekiah the
Judahite” within the city “like
a bird in a cage.”

The cylinder never mentions
the fall of Jerusalem. This is
because God intervened on
Judah’s behalf and sent his
angel to deliver Judah.
The angel slew 185,000 of
Sennacherib’s men in a
single night (2 Kings 18-19).
Upon his return in such
ignominious defeat, his sons
murdered him.
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The next six pictorial slides
are from a wall relief detailing
Sennacherib’s assault upon
Lachish. These images run
from left to right as the
account is detailed.

This slide shows the stone slingers
positioned behind the archers in the
assault. This implies the slingers
could throw a stone farther than an
archer could shoot an arrow.
Note the upright arm position of the
slingers. A closer look will reveal the
round stones within the sling pouch.

Stone in sling pouch

Note the angle of
the archers’ aim.
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The spearmen are in front of the archers with the
shield bearers protecting the front. Note the
steeper angle of the archers as they near the wall.

The next slide shows the
Assyrians flaying two Jewish
captives alive.
Note the detail of the exposed
thigh and calf muscles.
Is it any wonder Jonah didn’t
want to go to Nineveh?
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The next slide shows an Assyrian
executing a Jewish captive.
Some think this is a beheading. I
believe the relief shows the head
pulled to the left with the
executioner’s blade thrust
downward in front of the shoulder
piercing the heart.

The next photo shows
Sennacherib sitting on his throne
receiving the spoils of war.
2 Kings 18:14-17 confirms that
Sennacherib was present at
Lachish and resided there during
the siege of Jerusalem.
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A nearby inscription reads:
“Sennacherib, king of the world, king of
Assyria, on a seat he sat and the spoils
of Lachish passed before him.”
Knowing his nearing defeat, not to
mention his boastful words of 2 Kings
18:17-36, one cannot but think of
Proverbs 16:18 – “Pride goeth before
destruction, and a haughty spirit before a
fall.” To this we say, “Amen!”

The next photo shows Jewish
captives as they were forced to
play their lyres as they were
marched into Assyrian captivity.
This event is vividly lamented in
Psalm 137.
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Actual pillar from the
temple of Diana, one
of the seven ancient
wonders of the
world.
Located in Ephesus,
it was at the theater
nearby where her
disciples created an
uproar at the apostle
Paul’s preaching in
Acts 19:23-41.

Actual section of the frieze
of the Greek Parthenon

16

9/18/18

Pictured below are seven
Greek gods:

Hermes Dionysos Demeter Ares Iris Hera Zeus

the Archon Basileus, “king magistrate”
Women bearing stools
Girl bringing the
peplos to Athena
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It was in view of this very scene on Mars’
Hill where Paul made the following
declaration in Acts 17:24-25:

The God who made the world and everything
in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does
not live in temples made by man, nor is he
served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives to
all mankind life and breath and everything.

And it is this same
God who gave us the
Bible!
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