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Prophetic Guidelines 
 

 

These are the guidelines we provide at Transformed Life Church to facilitate the proper exercise 

of prophecy in our church.  Guidelines are included for both the prophets and the persons 

receiving the prophecy. 

 

Three Foundational Principles1 

1. The primary purpose of prophetic ministry is to edify, encourage, and comfort God’s people 

(1 Corinthians 14:3). 

2. All believers are exhorted to earnestly seek after spiritual gifts, especially prophecy 

(1 Corinthians 14:1). 

3. All prophetic words must be judged/weighed by the body of Christ 

(1 Thessalonians 5:19-22; 1 Corinthians 14:29-35). 

 

Pastoral Oversight & Prophecy 

To maintain proper protocol with decency and order, we require that all prophetic ministry be 

conducted only in the presence and under the direction of our Pastors or Ministry Heads.   

In instances where prophecy occurs in small group settings (i.e. Life Groups, Classes & Ministry 

meetings) and a Pastor or Ministry Head is not present, the prophecy should be written and 

submitted for consideration by either the Pastors or a Ministry Head. 

Often our Pastor and Ministry Heads will be able to provide caring input into our lives with 

regard to the prophecy we receive, particularly in regards to the timing of certain words being 

fulfilled.   

It should be noted that personal prophecy does not replace the need for 'pastoral' counsel and 

oversight, nor does receiving a valid, genuine word from the Lord give one license to become 

independent or spiritually superior.  Prophecy is one way we can know the will of God.  Pastoral 

counsel is another, complementary way; the two should flow together. 

The reason for this policy is two-fold.  First, so that you can record all prophetic utterances; this 

practice is for the blessing of the person receiving ministry, as well as protection for the one 
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who is giving the prophecy.  Unrecorded prophecies are subject to each person’s remembrance 

concerning what was said and the context and spirit in which the word was ministered.  Often 

when receiving a prophecy we hear what we need or want, not what was actually said. 

Secondly, we are responsible to ensure that all ministry is effective and ministered in the 

proper spirit.  We want to evaluate and witness all personal ministry to ensure people are not 

misled, or do not respond improperly to their prophetic word. 

 

No “Parking Lot Prophecies” 

“Parking Lot Prophecies” are those prophetic utterances given from one person to another 

without spiritual leadership being present to provide spiritual covering for both the person 

ministering and those receiving ministry.  Therefore, please understand that prophesying to 

others you may encounter at Transformed Life Church without permission from our leadership is 

prohibited.  It is erroneous to think that if one senses a word, that he/she must give it.  

In fact the word of God says that the “spirit of the prophet is subject to the prophet”  

1 Corinthians 14:32.  Therefore wait for an appropriate time which allows the prophetic word 

to be weighed/judged 1 Corinthians 14:29-33. 

We therefore prophesy in the light with witnesses.  Beware of people who want to go 

somewhere private to prophesy to you and ask you to keep it private.  Experience has taught 

that the primary reason for doing this is to gain one’s confidence to get one’s money or 

influence, or to establish a soul tie with them that often ends up with sexual overtones.  

 

 

 
 

Fifteen Practical Do’s & Don’ts of Prophetic Ministry2 

"I am a prophet/have the prophetic gifting how do I proceed?" 

 

At Transformed Life Church we celebrate Godly Character over Gifts.  Since God’s gifts are 

irrevocable (Romans 11:29 NIV), the evidence of a prophetic gift does not provide the 

veracity of a Prophet of God.  Therefore Character of the man is more important than the 

Gifts he exhibits.  Develop your Character. 

 

The following are 15 guidelines we follow: 
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1. Do not publicly criticize or correct church leadership by name. Take such “words” privately 

to the Pastors/ Ministry Heads.  The NT doesn’t say "Be subject to the prophets" but rather 

"Be subject to the Elders" (1 Peter. 5:5; Hebrews 13:17). 

2. Do not expose someone’s sin or identify them by name.  Speak of sin in general/anonymous 

terms and ask the Spirit to bring conviction (1 Corinthians 14:24-25). 

3. Do not prophesy marriages or babies.  .  

4. If God reveals a person’s physical affliction, don’t immediately assume or suggest he intends 

to heal them. But of course pray for them! 

5. Unless you have explicit biblical warrant, do not tell a person what “God’s will” is for their 

life. Do not omit the conditions or qualifiers when giving promises. Prophecies are often 

conditional. They are invitations not guarantees. They require confirmation, prayer, 

obedience and hard work. 

6. Be extremely cautious in prophesying on public & political issues or natural disasters as well 

as residential moves, job changes or promotion. 

7. Avoid using prophecy to establish doctrines, practices, or ethical principles that lack explicit 

biblical support. 

8. Don't appeal to prophecy to set behavioral standards on secondary issues (e.g., whether 

Christians should attend R-rated movies, drink alcohol in moderation, listen to secular music, 

etc.). 

9. Be cautious about excessive dependence on prophetic words for making routine, daily 

decisions in life. 

10. Always resist the pressure to prophesy on demand, in the absence of a divine revelation. At 

all costs, resist the temptation to speak when God is silent. Some of the most severe 

denunciations and warnings of judgment are reserved for those who claim to speak for God, 

but don't (see Ezekiel 13:1-9; Jeremiah 23:25-32). 

11. Don’t let your identity be dependent on your gifting. Remember that prophetically gifted 

people are often more sensitive than others and can be self-defensive. They are easily 

wounded by criticism. Remind them lovingly that they are not their gift! 

12. Don’t despise prophetic utterances when things go badly or when people are offended or 

when someone gets it wrong (1 Thessalonians 5:19-22). 

13. Resist the temptation/pressure always to interpret and apply the revelation you’ve received. 

Share what God has shown you and be quiet! Again, there are occasional exceptions to this 

“rule”. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pt.%205.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%2013.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%2014.24-25
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezek.%2013.1-9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer.%2023.25-32
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess.%205.19-22
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14. Devote sufficient time to helping visitors, unbelievers, or cessationists understand prophetic 

ministry. They will often feel confused or find it weird. Make sure there is time to dialogue 

and debrief about what has (or has not) happened. 

15. Most negative prophecy gives insight into Satan’s intentions. Give assurance that 

repentance, faith, and obedience can stop Satan’s desire for destruction in someone’s life. 

 

 

 

Responding to Prophecy3 

"I have received a prophecy, now what?" 

 

1. Write out your prophecy and meditate on it. 

2. Review it with your Pastor or other spiritual oversight. Included in establishing our 

prophecy, is discussing it with our Leaders (even if they are the ones who gave the 

prophecy or it was given in their presence). We will want wise counsel for our victory and 

safety. Proverbs 24:6  

3. Don’t act without confirmation and counsel. If your prophecy contains direction or other 

revelation that calls for action on your part, seek confirmation and counsel from trusted 

spiritual advisors before moving forward. 

4. Confirm it with Biblical principles and the witness of the Spirit. Prophecy should always 

agree with scripture. Any part of a prophecy that contradicts scripture is NOT an accurate 

word from God. Compare your prophecy according to the Word of God and other 

prophecies you have received for agreement, further insight and encouragement. 

According to Romans 8:16 we need to witness with the prophecy, by the Holy Spirit in us 

(does it ring true in our own spirit where Holy Spirit abides; so we sense life in it). In 

conjunction with this is judging and weighing the word of personal prophecy by 

established Biblical principles (according to the Word of God).  

5. Read, say out loud and meditate upon your prophecy. This is necessary as it allows us to 

understand and have fuller meanings opened up to us that are not apparent at first. We 

will want to receive all that God intends. 1 Timothy 4:14, 15 states that we should not 

neglect the gift that is in us by prophecy so we will want to re-visit our prophecy 

frequently (weekly is recommended). Proverbs 24:6, Deuteronomy 29:29, James 1:21, 

3:17, Matthew 21:21, Psalm 34:2  
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6. Be aware of prophetic terminology and tenses. Words such as "now," "today," "soon," 

"tomorrow," "new," and others may mean something entirely different from what we had 

imagined. Stay open to God and seek wise counsel. Something prophesied in the present 

tense may actually refer to something in the future, and vice versa.  

7. Receive your prophecy with faith, humility, meekness, vision and an open heart. Faith is 

having confidence that God does have a personal plan for your life and only your best 

interest at heart because He is your awesome. Hebrews 4:2, Deuteronomy 29:29, James 

1:21, 3:17, Matthew 21:21, Psalm 34:2  

8. Personal prophecy is partial, progressive and conditional. What you will receive will only 

be part of God's counsel for your life. You must be obedient to the part you have received 

from God if you are to progress into further revelation. Disobedience can nullify your 

prophetic word. You can delay or negate the fulfillment of your prophecy by unwillingness 

to follow after the Lord and His ways. The Lord’s promises still require our agreement and 

cooperation in order to come to pass. A person called to preach on another continent will 

never do so if they refuse to get a passport or step foot on an airplane! 

9. Prophecy does not authenticate character. The absence of rebuke or correction in a 

prophetic word in no way justifies the character or lifestyle of the individual receiving it. 

Not because God fails to mention a particular sin does it mean that He either doesn't 

know or doesn't care. Personal prophecy was never given for the purpose of exposing 

people's sins. We don't judge our "correctness" by personal prophecy, but by the Word of 

God. 

10. Never use personal prophecy to justify a personal decision, position or action. This is 

called spiritual pride and can lead to deception. Be careful that you do not allow your 

personal desires, wants and aspirations to cloud or influence your judgment and ability to 

properly interpret and respond to God's word for your life. 

11. Keep a record of your personal prophecies. Don't just read it once and discard it, but use 

it to strategically focus your prayers for spiritual breakthrough. Use the same principles of 

Scripture to establish faith for results. 

12. Wage a good warfare with your prophecy. 1 Timothy 1:18, 19. We are to declare and 

decree our prophecy so that we may (v. 19) hold fast to faith. We will need to believe and 

have faith for our prophecy to come to fruition just as Abraham didn’t grow weak in faith 

as he gave praise and glory to God fully persuaded that what God had promised (Abraham 

was the father of many nations) He was able to perform and would deliver. (Romans 4:16-

21).  So, thanking God and praising Him for the manifestation of the prophecy is also part 

of our warfare.  
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13. Wait patiently upon your prophetic word as timing is very important. Isaiah 40:31. 

Psalm 27:14, 37:7, Hosea 12:6, Hebrews 6:11,12 When patience is not applied and when 

we don’t wait on the Lord we may produce an Ishmael like Abraham and Sarah (a 

counterfeit, not of God) or simply negate our prophecy like Saul, who, anointed by the 

Lord as King ended up losing that position.  

14. Act upon your prophetic word when you have received confirmation and counsel. Do 

nothing different unless definitely directed following all directions to the detail and 

cooperating with God, neither going ahead of Him nor lagging behind.  Examples: David,  

1 Samuel 16:13, Jehu, 2 Kings 9, and Jehoshaphat, 2 Chronicles 20, Matthew 13:18,23 

15. Don't make major decisions based on a prophetic word. It was never God's intent for you 

to be led by prophecy, but to be "led by the Spirit" (Romans 8:14). Don't neglect God's 

Word, prayer, wisdom, mature counsel and your inward spiritual witness when making 

major decisions. 

16. Things may go completely opposite of what was prophesied to you for a season. Things 

may get worse before they get better after having received a prophetic word, though not 

always. Patiently hold fast to the promises of God (Hebrews 6:11, 12). 

17. We must be developed before certain things are manifested. If our Lord had to be 

equipped by having human experience for His office as High Priest then we will need to be 

perfected as well (Hebrews 2:6-10). Jesus was prepared for 30 years for only 3 years of 

earthly ministry.  

18. Present-day prophets are not infallible. Even a true prophet is capable of making 

mistakes or mixing a true word with error. Just as we should never accept a false prophet 

because of a true prophecy, we should never reject a true prophet because of a false 

prophecy. If after careful judgment part or all of your prophetic word is found to be 

inaccurate, then bring it to the Leaders' attention in a spirit of meekness rather than 

condemnation. Remember Paul's admonition to "Prove (test) all things; hold fast to that 

which is good" (1 Thessalonians 5: 21)  

19. The Character of the prophet is critical. Never receive a prophecy from a “prophet” with 

questionable character. The fruit of the Spirit must be evident from his/her life. 

 

 


