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Lands atop Green Mountain and other Cumberland Outliers here in Northern Alabama have not always 

been regarded as a valued asset, particularly back when agriculture was deemed the most effective 

means of making economic ends meet. Throughout the Paleoindian, Archaic, and Woodland periods; 

mountain lands were merely viewed as a source of timber, wild game, coal, and medicinal waters. The 

first land patents with the majority of acreage found atop the higher elevations did not take place until 

long after sections of the lower valleys had already been purchased.  

Early records show land purchases atop Green Mountain did not occur until 1855 whereas the 

mountain’s unique environment, remoteness, rich timber, interior wetlands, and geology were 

thereafter appreciated by only a handful of owners for nearly 100 years. During the late 1950’s, the 

mountain would see major changes due to the ballistic missile era at Redstone Arsenal. It was around 

this time when the American Machine and Foundry (AMF) Company began aggressively purchasing 

lands atop the mountain. The plan was to develop an underground bunker system where missiles could 

be manufactured. Having easy access to both rail and water transportation off the southwestern edge of 

the mountain greatly enhanced its appeal for this type of installation. The decision to build an 

underground missile factory was eventually shot down mainly due to some mountain landowners having 

the courage to stand their ground. Another key with the decision was the government’s realization that 

despite being beneath thick-bedded layers of limestone and sandstone cap rock, any given bunker 

system would not be able to withstand enemy attack from the newer inter-continental ballistic missiles, 

most specifically those equipped with nuclear warheads.  

In 1963, AMF sold their land holdings to the Lane Development Group and Buck Creek Industries for a 

mere $500,000. The new owner/developers immediately went to work promoting the mountaintop 

community as “Monte Vedra”, named after a Spanish mountain city. Newspaper ads from 1963 show a 

completely new planned development housing project featuring multi-story high rise apartments, retail, 

a golf course, club house, new roads, bluff view lots, schools, and churches. Fresh water and electric 

power for the new development was to be fed off a series of pump stations and overhead power lines 

built up along an easement off the southwestern slope of the mountain near Green Cove Road. Efforts 

to build a new water reservoir atop the mountain were also underway. By 1966, the State Health 

Department had even approved plans for the required sewage oxidation ponds.  

While the new development looked promising to many, it was a little ahead of its time as efforts to sell 

the plan simply never lifted off the ground. As a result, the newly cut roads and remaining woodland 

areas atop the mountain remained dormant for years while becoming a popular hangout for late night 

party goers. One last glimmer of hope came in 1976 when all of the property holdings were sold to a 

private developer for $1.2 million. Continued efforts to sell and promote the area would still fall short 

such that in 1995, Huntsville’s largest ever public land auction took place with the property to help pay 

off any outstanding debts. Only recently would the mountain begin seeing a higher number of new 



home sites including many restricted subdivisions. Parts of the old water system that were constructed 

back in the 1960’s have since either been abandoned or upgraded to newer standards. 

I recall my first hiking expeditions across Green Mountain where some friends and I would follow a trail 

up from Sugar Tree off Weatherly Road near the foot of the mountain. Once atop the mountain, the 

“Spacewalk” trail was taken south past the TVA power lines until North Shawdee Road was reached. 

From here, we hiked and biked nearly every square foot of the mountain. Being the only true map 

reader of the group, I convinced everyone that the first place to visit was the Alum Cave just off the 

south end of the mountain (now part of the Land Trust). Once there, we paused beneath a canopy of 

short-leaf pines admiring the view of Campbell Cove found below. When asked “Where are we?” by a 

fellow mountain hiker who got lost fairly easy, I had him all tricked out by saying “Why we’re looking out 

over Birmingham!” Interestingly, he thought it was true! 

Having such appreciation for the mountain growing up, I convinced my father to loan me the money 

needed to buy land atop Keel Mountain over to the east and out across Big Cove near Cherry Tree. 

Similar to Green Mountain, this area is now starting to see its share of new development. As history 

shows, getting anything in terms of infrastructure atop these elevated sections carries a noticeable risk 

factor with the associated costs. Still, time well spent in the great outdoors atop any of these mountains 

means enjoying their rich forests, historic culture, geology, waterfalls, wildlife, natural resources, bluff 

views, archeology, and meeting the people who call the mountains home. In doing so, it never ceases at 

convincing me that we live in the greatest place on Earth. And with that, Green Mountain will always be 

noted as a point of true inspiration. 


