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The Homeowner’s Guide to
Proper Drainage 
For many of us, the purchase of a new home – whether it’s our �rst home, or the home we’ve been waiting for all of our lives – 
will be one of the most important investments we make. And, when we invest in something that important, we want to be 
sure it is stable, safe, and sound. With this in mind, new homeowners often have questions about how to protect the structural 
integrity of their home through proper drainage of their property. Most importantly, homeowners want to know what steps 
they can take to maintain and improve drainage, and when there is cause for concern.

Let’s start with the �rst question: What steps have my homebuilder taken to ensure proper
 drainage?

Grades and swales have been established by your builder to ensure proper drainage 
away from your home. If these areas are modi�ed with additional grading, 
plantings, concrete, or any other obstructions, it is important to ensure 
proper drainage is maintained.  While the possibility of standing 
water  – not immediately adjacent to the foundation but in the 
yard –  after prolonged or an unusually heavy rainfall event
 can be expected, steps should be taken to protect the 
grading contours from erosion, blockage, over-saturation or any 
other changes.

Now let’s answer our second question: As a new homeowner, what can I
do to ensure proper drainage?

Under the conditions of your home’s warranty, the homeowner is responsible for maintenance of the home and the lot on 
which the home is located. Cleaning and proper preservation of grading around the home and drainage systems will allow for 
the proper movement of water away from your home’s systems and foundation. Best practices include, but are not limited to:

• Maintain adequate runo� drainage slopes established by your builder.

• Clean gutters and downspouts regularly.

• Ensure lawns and gardens are not over watered and properly maintain sprinkler systems.

• Prevent landscaping materials, plants, trees, or shrubs from contacting the exterior surface of the home, and from 
interfering with the proper drainage of water away from the foundation.

• Maintain positive slopes in your yard and do not alter drainage pattern or grade of the soil within ten feet of the 
foundation.

• Seal construction joints and cracks that develop over time.

• Inspect concrete and walls and repair cracks that are found as soon as possible.

Still have questions? Refer to your warranty coverage booklet or call your builder for more information.
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