
DIY WOOD PLANK 
WALL WITH TRIM



DIY WOOD PLANK WALL WITH TRIM
AT WATERSCAPE

SUPPLIES:
• Stain
• Nails
• Wood — I used 8-foot 4” x 1” kiln-dried cedar 

so there was minimal warping

TOOLS:
• Miter Saw
• Jigsaw
• Measuring Tape
• Nail Gun
• Speed Square
• Sponge Paint Brushes



PRELIMINARY WORK:
1. WOOD NEEDS - BASE LAYER OF PLANKS

To figure out how much wood you’ll need, measure the space that you want to cover. 
For example, if one wall is 10 feet wide and 8 feet tall, that translates to 80 square feet or 
11,520 square inches. Since I used the 8-foot 4” x 1” (which is actually 3.5” wide, that makes 
each piece 336 square inches), I divided the wall square inches by the wood square inch-
es and got the total pieces needed which was 34.28. I rounded up and got 35 to be safe.

2. WOOD NEEDS - RAISED LAYER OF PLANKS
To figure out how much wood you’ll need for the raised planks, first calculate the hor-
izontal and vertical pieces. For example, our wall is 10 feet wide and 8 feet tall and we 
need two horizontal pieces and four vertical pieces, thus we need 52 feet. To get a 
rough estimate for the diagonol pieces, divide the length by three and find the hypot-
enuse (the length between the shorter length and the height). The length of the diag-
onal can be found by using this equation: length2 + height2 = diagonol2. So ours would 
be 3.342 + 82 = diagonal2, which would be 75.16  = diagonal2. This means the length of 
the diagonol is 8.67 feet. We have 6 diagonols, which totals 52.02 feet for the diago-
nal. You’ll need at least 104 total feet of wood, but you should get one extra piece for 
waste and angle cutting.

3. TIPS FOR CUTTING AROUND AN OUTLET
• Be sure to remove the outlet plate

• Cut your piece to the full length that you need. Measure from A to B and B to D on 
the wall, then mark on the back side of the piece. Next, measure for the length of 
C and mark. Remember to mark opposite ends (illustrated below) because you will 
be flipping it back over. Cut out with jigsaw. 



STEP BY STEP:
1. BASE LAYER OF PLANKS

• Pick your stain colors - We used three different shades to give some variety and 
depth (one combination was a mix of the other 2 stain colors). The shades were 
similar enough that no one color jumped out. Here is the list that was used, but 
you can use more colors and / or go darker or lighter! We used the Minwax brand: 

• Classic Gray 271
• Weathered Oak 270
• Mix of above colors
• 4 parts Classic Gray 271 and 1 Part Weathered Oak 270

• Make a work/stain area. (You can use a table with plastic over it). You’ll want to 
stain outside because the fumes like to wiggle their way into material, and you 
probably don’t want your house smelling like a stain factory. Let the wood sit over-
night to dry. 

• Start cutting pieces to length and nailing or screwing them to the wall. We start-
ed from the top and worked our way down. Be sure to measure the length every 
couple of pieces to be sure you are working in a horizontal straight line. From this 
point on, you are on repeat. Just keep cutting, measuring and nailing until your 
walls are covered. Rotate between colors, keeping a good balance of color.

2. RAISED LAYER OF PLANKS
• Measure the wood needed (for this we used 4” flat trim) – Find the length and 

width of the wall and then you will need to divide the wall evenly into 3 sections. 
Look in the notes section for calculation assistance for the diagonals.

• Paint all the wood needed. We used Sherwin Williams 7076 Cyberspace in a satin 
finish.

• Attach the wood to the perimeter of the wall (at the corners, floor and ceiling).

• Apply the vertical pieces to divide the wall into 3 sections.

• Measure, cut and paint (wait for the paint to dry!), then attach the diagonal planks. 
You will need to cut the edges at a 45 degree angle (you can get a precise 45-de-
gree angle by rotating the base on your miter saw to 45 degrees).

• Hang art on your new wall!



Now post a picture of your finished product on Facebook or 

Instagram and tag HistoryMaker Homes to show off your work!

STAND BACK & ENJOY YOUR WORK. 

YOU DID IT!


