
PARCC vs. ACT 
 

There seems to be much confusion among high school students, their parents, and some high school teachers in regard 

to PARCC and the ACT test.  We began fielding questions about both tests last spring and have received many more 

questions since this school year began.  This particular flyer was prompted by the following email I recently received 

from a parent: 
 

“My daughter (currently a freshman) told me that one of her teachers told them that the current ACT test will be 

replaced by a different standardized test by her sophomore year. Is that accurate info?” 
 

This parent and their student were confused.  They are not the only ones as I have spoken with others that had similar 

concerns.  This flyer is an attempt to provide information, so families can help their students prepare for college. 
 

Brief History 
 

The No Child Left Behind ACT (NCLB) was signed into law in 2001.  Part of the law required all states to select 

standardized tests that would be used to measure schools.  Colorado and Illinois were the first two states to choose the 

ACT test to measure high school students.  Illinois chose the ACT because they wanted a test that meant something to 

most students and would ensure maximum individual effort since the ACT is used for college admissions.  For the past 13 

years, Illinois has required all public school juniors to take the PSAE ACT in late April, two weeks after the National April 

ACT test had been offered. 
 

The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) decided a few years ago to adopt the new Common Core standards.  Every 

state that decided to use these new standards needed a way to measure classroom results.  The ACT is a college 

performance test, not a high school test.  The ACT test was not designed to assess Common Core standards.  Therefore, 

Illinois needed a new measuring tool and chose the PARCC test.  The new PARCC test was piloted during the spring of 

2014 and will be fully implemented this school year. 
 

Initially, ISBE was no longer going to offer the ACT to public school juniors for free due to lack of funding.  Many school 

districts asked the ISBE to reconsider.  ISBE decided to offer school districts the option of providing the ACT to all public 

school juniors for free for this year only.  However, there is one catch.  The free public school ACT has to be 

administered on Tuesday, March 3rd. 
 

So will the PARCC test replace the ACT?  
 

Answer: Yes, as a standardized test in Illinois BUT not for college admissions.  College bound students will still need to 

take the ACT. 
 

PARCC is very clear that their assessment will NOT replace the ACT.  The following is a statement from the PARCC 

website: 
 

The assessments are not intended to be used by colleges and universities in decisions about college admission.  They are 

intended only to give students a college and career-ready determination that indicates they are academically prepared to 

enroll in first-year, credit-bearing courses at two- and four-year institutions and can be exempt from taking a placement 

test at the college or university they attend. 
 

On the ISBE Fact Sheet – High School Transition to PARCC – it states the following: 
 

The PARCC may eventually be used toward college entrance. 
 

College entrance is not the same as college acceptance.  Many universities, including community colleges, require 

incoming students to take college entrance exams to determine which classes a student will be eligible to begin with in 

disciplines such as math.  This makes sense and the long-term vision is that PARCC may eventually replace those exams. 



 
 

What does this mean to a student who plans to go to college? 
 

A college-bound student still needs to maximize their ACT score.  The past 13 years public high schools have emphasized 

the ACT because their schools were held accountable by the PSAE ACT results.  Now, schools will be held accountable by 

the PARCC performances, not the ACT.  Most likely this will lead to changes in how standardized tests are discussed in 

high school classrooms.  I have already had students tell me that all they heard the first week of school was PARCC, 

PARCC, PARCC, and how the ACT no longer matters.  Well, it might not matter to some high school teachers who are no 

longer held accountable by the school’s ACT scores, but it does matter to EVERY college bound student. 
 

Upcoming National ACT Test Dates offered in Illinois  
 

Saturday, October 25th 
 

Saturday, December 13th 
 

Saturday, February 7th 
 

Tuesday, March 3rd (public school offering only) 
 

Saturday, April 18th 
 

Saturday, June 13th 

With the exception of the March 3rd test date, students must register online at ACTstudent.org 
 

How current juniors should prepare for the ACT 
 

In the past, many students used the February ACT and/or the National April ACT tests as warm-ups for the PSAE April 

ACT which was always two weeks after the National April ACT.  This year, however, Illinois students should be using the 

March test as a warm-up for the April 18th test.  There are only eight weeks between Christmas Break and the March test 

date.  Focusing on the April ACT gives students fourteen weeks following Christmas Break to prepare.   
 

Regardless, all juniors should be taking the December ACT.  The following test dates are special:  December, April, and 

June.  Those test dates allow a student to purchase a copy of the test and their answers.  This is invaluable as a student 

can study their results, especially English and math concepts missed, in order to prepare for the next test.  This is why 

my fall semester classes are designed to prepare students for the December ACT and my spring semester classes 

prepare students for April.  GOAL: Students really want to maximize their performance by the April ACT of junior year. 
 

For students who have busy schedules or live too far from my live classes or want to focus on the February or March 

ACT, then I have an online video class that has been highly successful.  Last year it was piloted in ten states and students 

achieved score improvements similar to my live classes.   
 

Quick ACT Facts 
 

 Students can take the ACT up to twelve times. 
 

 Colleges do not care how many times a student takes the test, they just want the highest score. 
 

 Some colleges super-score, which means they take the highest subject score off any ACT taken and then re-compute 

the composite.  The super-score can only stay the same or go up; it cannot go down. 
 

 Over 100 countries offer the ACT. 
 

 The National April ACT is the most popular test of the year.  Most juniors around the world focus on that test date. 
 

 It’s never too early to start.  I have had over 50 middle school students in my classes.  My eldest daughter took her 

first ACT in seventh grade and scored at the college level in two of the four subject areas. 
 

Questions?  Need more information?  Email Jason Franklin at Jason.Franklin@BetterPrepSuccess.com 

Jason has trained over 10,000 students for the ACT through his live classes.  95% of his students improve their ACT score 

after completing his course.  The average student improvement is four composite points.  More information can be found 

at BetterPrepSuccess.com. 


