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NEWS
Fifth Annual Jim Toy Community Center Birthday Bash April 15

Jim Toy on the Day of Decision, June 26, 2015.

YPSILANTI – Come join the Jim Toy
Community Center in celebrating Jim Toy’s
birthday April 15 at Arbor Brewing Company
in Ypsilanti.
Toy was the first person to publicly come
out in Michigan. He is the founding member
of many LGBT organizations in the state,

including the Jim Toy Community Center, and
helped co-pioneer the University of Michigan’s
Human Sexuality Office, now known as the
University of Michigan Spectrum Center, the
first staffed university office for addressing
sexual orientation issues in the world.
In 1972, Toy co-authored the “Lesbian-Gay
Pride Week Proclamation,” which made the
Ann Arbor City Council the first governing
body of its kind to officially recognize gay
pride.
Toy has been honored throughout
Washtenaw County for his achievements in
LGBT activism. In addition to the JTCC, the
University of Michigan’s Spectrum center
named its LGBT library the Jim Toy Library.
The JTL supports LGBT student development
by engaging students in the rich cultural,
social, historical, psychological, political and
relational aspects of LGBT people and their
identities, communities and experiences. The
library hosts over 1,500 titles including books,
videos and magazines.
Come celebrate Toy’s birthday at Arbor
Brewing Company in Ypsilanti beginning at
6:30 p.m. The event is for those 21-and-over;
minors are welcome with a parent. There will
be a $10 suggested donation at the door.
Arbor Brewing Company is located at 720 Norris St.
in Ypsilanti. To RSVP, visit the Facebook event page
at www.facebook.com/events/1714526335426651.

SAGE Metro Detroit Seeks Board Members
DETROIT – SAGE Metro Detroit is
seeking qualified individuals to serve on its
Board of Directors.
SAGE Metro Detroit values a diverse and
inclusive Board of Directors. The organization
believes a diverse and inclusive board will
help SAGE more effectively develop as an
organization and provide
greater innovation
and creativity in the
development of relevant
programs and services
for a diverse LGBT older
adult community living
in Metro Detroit.
All those interested
in serving on the board,
especially those from
h i s t o r i c a l l y u n d e rrepresented communities
who offer unique
experiences and perspectives, are encouraged
to apply.
SAGE Metro Detroit was established in
2015 and grew from the roots established by the
LGBT Older Adult Coalition, founded in 2010.
SAGE Metro Detroit works to ensure no aging
LGBT adult will face isolation, be silenced
or be denied LGBT culturally competent
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medical and care services. The organization
also informs and influences the state on LGBT
aging through community-based, local and
state advocacy efforts; provides leadership
and education to organizations, service
providers, faith institutions and businesses
on the aging LGBT population; introduces
professional services and
programs to aging LGBT
individuals in Metro Detroit;
and empowers LGBT older
adults to make important life
decisions and to advocate on
behalf of themselves.
In order to be considered
for the position, applicants
need to submit a completed
nomination form and will
soon hear back from the
board chair. After an initial
meeting with the applicant,
the board will then consider their application
and will then notify them of their board status.
Interested applicants should visit www.
SAGEMetroDetroit.org for more information
on the organization and its moving parts.
Questions about the application process are to
be directed to Kathleen LaTosch, board chair,
at klatosch@gmail.com.
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The Artists ‘Inn’ Detroit
Local LGBT Poet Envisions Future Artistic Neighborhood
BY AJ TRAGER

Detroit slam poet and Kresge artist fellow Natasha “T”
Miller on the steps of 1574 Cadillac in the East Village
neighborhood. Miller plans to renovate the property
and create an artist centered bed and breakfast for
LGBT and ally artists called “Artists Inn Detroit.” BTL
Photo: AJ Trager

Artists Inn Detroit will
provide artists with the
opportunity to create while
away from home by providing
different packages based
on the needs of the artist.
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DETROIT – Soon traveling and local
artists will have a space to create, network
and develop artistic opportunities in the city
of Detroit. Local activist, poet, author, film
producer and three-time Women of the World
Poetry Slam top five finalist, Natasha “T”
Miller, plans on opening an inexpensive bed
and breakfast called Artists Inn Detroit that
will provide artist lodging.
Miller purchased 1574 Cadillac and the
neighboring house earlier this year. The
1574 house, which has stood vacant for
nearly a decade, is located in the East Village
neighborhood. The area is home to Pewabic
Pottery’s headquarters and includes classic
apartment towers such as The Kean and The
Hubbard. East Village is located between
downtown Detroit and Grosse Pointe. The

neighborhood has the potential to be one
of the most desirable affordable housing
districts in the city, in a neighborhood rich in
history, family and opportunities for young
professionals.
“Usually artists go into communities and
they’ll stay a day or two and they’re gone – off
to their own city or the next city. But you’ll
get artists to stay in Detroit longer if they can
afford the lodging. Not only are they now in
a space where they can afford the lodging,
but they’re also in a creative hub,” she said.
In 2012, Miller become a Detroit Kresge
artist fellow and received a $25,000 grant for

her performance art. She has had the idea of
opening up an artists’ inn for years and after
winning Kresge, and running into the former
owners of 1574 who are working to renovate
the Cadillac block, she finally decided it was
time to move on the project.
Artists Inn Detroit will provide artists
with the opportunity to create while away
from home by providing different packages
based on the needs of the artist. Anyone,
regardless of artist status, can stay at the inn
under the standard rate. However, in exchange
for discounted rates, artists will have the
opportunity to contribute to the culture of
the city and the growth of the community
by choosing packages that will allow them
to go into local schools and neighborhoods
and provide workshops for students and local
residents.
“What entices investors the most is all
the programming that we’ll be able to do,”
Miller explained. “We’ll use it as a restaurant
and then we’ll have different performances.
We’ll rent it out for different things including
LGBT youth programming and workshops
and all types of things. It’s pretty much a hub
for many different things.”
Miller is no stranger to travel and knows that
traveling, or wanderlust, comes as naturally to
artists as creating. Through her performance
and activist work she has traveled all over the
country and told BTL that sleeping in hotel
rooms gets old really quick, and she would
much prefer to stay at an inn, like Artists Inn
Detroit.
The future inn needs a lot of work. Miller
plans on altering both the interior and exterior
of the space to make it more accessible to
visitors and also to bring out the style and
structure of the home. Miller has already
begun discussions with architects and home
renovation specialists in the area to plan
upgrades for rooms such as soundproofing,
better lighting and placing computers in the
rooms that will cater to the individual creative
processes of each artist.
The top floor of the space will be renovated
to provide a residency space for artists who
plan to stay in Detroit for longer periods of
time, possibly consisting of a two to three
month stay.
“Everything is going to look different six or
seven months from now, but you have to be
able to look at this now and see that it can be
something else. Which is hard,” Miller said.
On top of all of the services and networking

opportunities Artists Inn Detroit (www.
artistsinndetroit.com) will provide, Miller
plans on forming a strong relationship with the
neighborhood and possibly Pewabic Pottery.
She also plans on maintaining an urban garden.
“We want to make it a professional bed and
breakfast but still a community space where
you can come in and everything is as quality
as your most expensive hotel, but you still feel
at home,” Miller said.
Miller already owns two properties on
Cadillac Street and is looking to purchase the
neighboring property that is currently laying
vacant on the other side of 1574. If all three
homes are purchased for the project, Artists
Inn Detroit could potentially be looking at 30
available rooms.
“Like with any project, once people see
that it (Artists Inn Detroit) is happening
and are excited about it, it’ll be a whole lot
easier finding funding for the second or third
property because they’ll see that the inn is a
real thing,” said Miller.
Miller envisions a community with
blocks anchored by homeowners, renters
and businesses proactively contributing to
the stabilization of the neighborhood and is
committed to restoring the East Village by
redeveloping underutilized, blighted vacant
spaces and overseeing the renovations.
The full projected cost for renovations
and start up is currently $250,000. Every
dollar will go towards the residency program
for local artists, community art workshops,
renovations, appliances for the restaurant and
creating a space in the backyard for urban
gardening. The development team is also
applying for grants, housing public fundraisers
and investing personal funds to get the project
off its feet. Miller has set an initial goal of
raising $100,000 and at the end of March had
raised close to $3,000.
Miller will serve as CEO and founder and is
currently joined by Carla Tinsley-Smith, who
will serve as president; Chevis Mayes, future
top chef; Richard Todd Smith, community
consultant; and Shane Romero, board member.
Donations to the project are currently being
accepted at www.patronicity.com/project/artists_
inn_detroit#. Miller can be contacted by phone at
313-282-1196. Visit the Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/artistsinndetroit.

www.PrideSource.com

www.PrideSource.com

March 31, 2016 | BTL

7

NEWS

Suicide Awareness Conference
to Discuss LGBT Youth
PLYMOUTH – “The Silent Epidemic: A Conference on Suicide,”
a production of Michigan-based suicide prevention charity Kevin’s
Song, will discuss how suicide directly impacts LGBT youth in the
state, along with many other factors affecting suicide rates.
Kevin’s Song was founded in 2013 by Gail and John Urso in
response to the loss of their son, Kevin.
“We lost our son to suicide in 2013. It was at that time that we
began to fully become aware of the extent of suicide in our society
and that it’s an epidemic affecting 41,000 people a year in this country.
We started to look at how we felt we could make a difference. There
were a few things we could do. One was to talk about it, spread the
word and educate the community,” Gail told BTL.
The Silent Epidemic conference
will be held April 7-9 at the Inn at
St. John’s and will feature mental
and medical health professionals,
first responders, educators, clergy
and survivors of and those who have
lost ones to suicide.
Nicole Law, PsyD, will present her
topic, “The Hidden Risks of LGBT
Youth,” twice during the conference.
During this presentation, Law will
discuss the impact heteronormativity,
culture and language have on identity,
Therapist Joe Kort, Ph.D.,
self-worth and suicide risk. The
will present his session,
session will explore methods of
“Understanding Males Who’ve
reducing the impact these factors
Been Sexually Abused and Why
They Attempt Suicide.”
have on suicide risk in school,
community and healthcare settings.
“After speaking to experts in the field, we found out that there is
an extensive risk of suicide for LGBT youth. I’m sure it’s related
to bullying, but it’s also the feeling of being different, not being
respected and all the factors that accompany being seen as ‘other,’”
Gail said.
In addition to Law’s panel, known LGBT therapist Joe Kort,
Ph.D., will present his session, “Understanding Males Who’ve Been
Sexually Abused and Why They Attempt Suicide.” Kort will explain
current reported statistics that say one in three women and one in six
men will be sexually abused in their lifetime. The workshop will help
participants understand the traits that are characteristic of survivors
of sexual abuse, specifically traits that are unique to male survivors.
Other topics that will be discussed at the conference include:
- how Henry Ford Behavioral Health Services transformed mental
healthcare
- the risk factors and warning signs of suicide
- youth suicide risk and bullying
- how mental health professionals can support someone through
a suicide crisis
- new media messaging for social media
- suicide stigma
- military and veteran suicide risk
- updates on the state of Michigan Department of Human Services
and Medicaid
- many more topics with keynote speaker Thomas Joiner, Ph.D.,
who will deliver his presentation, “Why People Die by Suicide.”
To register for the conference, go to http://kevinssong.org/conference. The
Inn at St. John’s is located at 44045 Five Mile Road, Plymouth.
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State Education Dept. Seeks Public
Comment on LGBT Guidance Statement
BY AJ TRAGER
LANSING – The Michigan
Department of Education’s Office
of School Support Services is
requesting public comment on the
draft “Statement and Guidance
on Safe and Supportive Learning
Environments for LGBT Students,”
which will be presented to the State
Board of Education during a May
10 meeting.
The guidance was first announced
at the 2016 Sexual Orientation
and Gender Identity Initiative
Conference hosted at Oakland
University by John Austin, president
of the Michigan State Board of
Education, and was further outlined
in a Feb. 23 memo from the MDE to
the State Board.
“Michigan needs to embrace
all our young people and create
environments in our schools and
communities that helps them feel
safe, welcomed and able to tune in
and learn,” Austin said Jan. 29. “Our
educators are looking for guidance
on the best practices and policies that
can meet the needs of transgender
students. I thank you for working
with us at the state to provide this
needed guidance.”
The school experience is
more difficult for students with
marginalized identities. Despite
widespread efforts, LGBT students
continue to face challenges that
threaten their health, safety and
learning opportunities in Michigan
schools. According to data from the
2015 Michigan Youth Risk Behavior
Survey, students who identify as
LGB are 2.3 times more likely to be
threatened or injured with a weapon
on school property than their nonLGB peers; forty-one percent of
LGB students report being bullied
on school property; and they are 4.5
times more likely to attempt suicide.
And according to the GLSEN 2007
National School Climate Survey,
26 percent of trans students were
physically assaulted in school in the
past year due to their gender identity.
“Not all LGBTQ students
are equally affected by these

risk factors,” the Feb. 23 memo
reads. “LGBTQ students with
intersecting, marginalized identities
(e.g., black gay males, LGBTQ
students with disabilities) are at
greater risk of negative outcomes.
The SBE recognizes the role that
power, privilege, discrimination
and oppression play in creating
disparities that exist between LGBT
students and their peers, and that
only by addressing the underlying
structural inequities will the existing
disparities in academic achievement
and health outcomes be eliminated.”
The guidance recommendations
include adopting policies that:
- protect LGBT students from
harassment
- designate a staff member who can
provide students with information or
support related to LGBT issues
- call for students to be addressed
by their chosen name and pronouns
that “correspond with their gender
identity”
- prohibit students from being
forced to use locker and bathrooms
incompatible with their gender
identity
- provide support for the formation
of Gay-Straight Alliances in middle
and high schools.
Amending Elliott-Larsen, the
state’s civil rights act, would provide
protections for LGBT Michigan
residents. There have been many
attempts over the past decade to
amend the Michigan constitution
to include protections for LGBT
individuals; however, no bill has
ever made it to the governor’s desk.
Under state law, Michigan schools
are required to implement model
anti-bullying policies to protect the
rights of LGBT students. The policies
were promulgated by the SBE in
2003 but have since diminished
unsafe learning environments for
LGBT youth.
“The draft guidelines from the
State Board of Education will
promote an enriching educational
experience that makes achievement
much more possible for transgender
students,” Amy Hunter, coordinator
of the ACLU Transgender Advocacy

Project, said in a March 24 statement.
“Studies show that the healthy
expression of gender identity is an
appropriate and typical aspect of
human development and plays a
crucial role in the ability of a young
person to succeed both at school
and in broader society. The State
Board of Education draft policies
identify resources and suggestions
for supporting all students’ safety
and well-being. Adoption of the
SBE guidelines will lead to better
education outcomes for all students
and will assist in the healthy
development of transgender students
in particular.”
Educators across the state have
requested the LGBT guidance
statement to help all students succeed.
The statement was developed by
over 70 minds representing key
education and health constituencies
from Michigan and the nation’s
top education and mental health
practitioners who are committed to
the expertise and best practices for
youth education.
MDE is requesting Michigan
residents submit written comments
to the statement by April 11 so that
they can be reviewed and considered
in the final version of the document.
Input may be submitted online
at the public comment site www.
everyvoicecountsmi.org or by going
directly to the Public Comment on
the State Board of Education Draft
Statement and Guidance on Safe and
Supportive Learning Environments
for LGBTQ Students page at
http://gaybe.am/evc.
Any written statements should
be addressed to Kim Kovalchick at
Michigan Department of Education,
Coordinated School Health and
Safety Programs unit, P.O. Box
30008 Lansing, MI 48909.
A full copy of the draft document
is available at www.michigan.gov/
documents/mde/Item_B_SBE_
Statement_and_Guidance_on_
LGBTQ_515608_7.pdf.
As of press time the guidance had
received 2,617 public comments on
the everyvoicecountsmi.org page.
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Huge Week of LGBT Legislation Throughout the US
I
mmediately following the controversial passage of HB
2 in North Carolina, businesses, universities, celebrities,
community leaders and thousands across the country took
to social media denouncing the law. Hundreds across NC joined
rallies, protests and vigils and tens of thousands signed petitions
calling for the law’s repeal. Even the White House spoke out
against the new law.
In advance of the North Carolina General Assembly’s
regularly scheduled session beginning on April 25, the ACLU
of North Carolina is calling upon Gov. McCrory and the
NCGA to repeal the discriminatory HB 2 and replace it with
comprehensive, LGBT-inclusive nondiscrimination protections
statewide in order to repair the state’s damaged reputation as
hostile to the LGBT community.
The ACLU reports that a variety of other legislative items
that impact equality are being moved on this week.

required separate marriage licenses for same-sex and oppositesex couples, was amended so that there would be only one
marriage license in Kentucky (The new marriage license
“would allow applicants to identify themselves as bride, groom
or spouse and would not require the county clerk’s signature.
That could be done by a deputy clerk”). Both Gov. Bevin and
the Clerks Association are supporting this version. This may
pass this week.
Virginia, SB 41: The ACLU is still waiting to see whether
Gov. Terry McAuliffe will veto SB 41, which passed the

Legislature over two weeks ago. The governor has until April 10
to act on this bill, which would allow any person or religiously
connected organization to refuse service to a married same-sex
couple. This means, for example, that a religiously connected
hospital could refuse to recognize a married gay or lesbian
person as a spouse for medical decision-making or visitation
rights, or a homeless shelter that gets government funding to
offer housing assistance to families could refuse shelter to a
gay couple and their children.

Georgia, HB 757: Early Monday morning, Republican Gov.
Nathan Deal announced that he would veto a broad religious
exemptions bill that the Legislature passed late last week.
Of note, the NFL came out against this harmful measure. In
the press event where he announced the veto, Gov. Deal said
that HB 757 “doesn’t reflect the character of our state or the
character of its people.”
Mississippi, HB 1523: A broad First Amendment Defense
Act (FADA) that also would allow anyone, including businesses
and individuals, to act upon their discriminatory beliefs about
marriage for same-sex couples, sexual relations outside of any
marriage or gender identity, passed the House and the Senate
Judiciary Committee. A vote could occur as early as this week;
the legislative session lasts until late April.
Kansas, SB 175: A bill that would require public colleges
and universities to fund student groups even if they do not
comply with a school’s nondiscrimination policy was carried
over from the 2015 legislative session after having passed the
Senate. This was carried over from the 2015 legislative session,
after having passed the first chamber. The bill was revived,
quickly passed the House and was signed by Gov. Brownback.
Tennessee, SB 2387/HB 2414: After a stunning defeat last
week in a House committee, a bill that targets transgender
students was revived and is now expected to be heard again
before committees in both chambers over the coming weeks.
The bill would force students to use restrooms and locker
rooms that match the students’ birth certificates regardless of
the student’s gender identity. Of note, Republican Gov. Bill
Haslam has concerns that the bill’s passage could cause public
schools to lose federal funding.
Missouri, SJR39: A broad FADA-like religious exemptions
constitutional amendment would allow religiously affiliated
organizations receiving state funds, businesses and individuals
to discriminate against LGBT youth, same-sex couples,
children of same-sex couples and more. Big companies
including Dow Chemical and Monsanto came out against the
bill, and the NCAA has raised concerns as well. The measure
now moves to the House where timing remains up in the air.
If the Legislature passes this bill, it would go on the ballot
for a public vote either in a special or general election, to be
determined by the governor.
Kentucky, SB 5: Last week, SB 5, a bill that would have
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Parting
Glances
OPINION BY CHARLES ALEXANDER

Lemon Merin(gay), Anyone?

I

t was totally unexpected. Shocking. Downright naughty, even. Yet so
deliciously thrilling to the hundreds of angry gays who just happened
to be watching a late Des Moines TV newscast 39 years ago.
Anita Jane Bryant, America’s homophobe du jour, beaming her famous
Sunshine State, cocoa butter-wouldn’t-melt-in-my-mouth smile (“as God
is my witness”), got pie plastered right in her pert-and-pretty little kisser
by a brazen gay activist in the studio.
For once, the out-of-state, visiting demonessa of Dade County, Florida
– the self-styled Queen of OJ, the titular forerunner to now infamous,
quarterback Simpson – was struck dumbfounded. Speechless. It was,
well, heavenly.
But in spite of her castor-oil-in-the-OJ hostility, her pulp-and-pits
deceitfulness about us gays, in the long run we owe the 1959 Miss
America runner up turned popular, saccharine “Paper Roses” songstress
a footnote of thanks.

Pert angelic Anita Bryant, spokesperson for the
Florida Citrus Commission, wasn’t too happy when
a gay rights Dade County ordinance passed. Six
months later, speaking as a born again, Southern
Baptist mom, she launched a Save Our Children repeal
crusade. She mouthed lies, lip-syched stereotypes.
It was Anita who, more than anyone else then (and perhaps now),
served as a catalyst by default to bring our communities together, uniting
our movement to an unexpected solidarity. History in a nutshell...
Pert angelic Anita, spokesperson for the Florida Citrus Commission,
wasn’t too happy when a gay rights Dade County ordinance passed.
Six months later, speaking as a born again, Southern Baptist mom, she
launched a Save Our Children repeal crusade. She mouthed lies, lipsyched stereotypes.
She crooned to the media rafters. Gay people are wicked. Godless.
Out to stalk school playgrounds. “As a mother I know that homosexuals
cannot biologically reproduce,” she shrilled.
“They must recruit children. If gays are granted rights, next we’ll
have to give rights to prostitutes, people who sleep with St. Bernards,
nail biters.”
Her blend of nail technician, canine venom worked. On June 7, 1977,
Dade County’s anti-discrimination ordinance was rescinded by a margin
of 69 to 31 percent. But her cohorts didn’t count on a gay backlash.
“Anita brought us together big, big time,” says a nameless lesbian
interviewed in a 1970s documentary about the Dade County catalyst
to unity of action. Across America, hundreds of thousands militantly
marched.
Sorry to say (yeah, sure you are, Mary!), things haven’t gone too well
for Anita. Gay activists brilliantly organized a nationwide OJ boycott
(some enclosing $2 and asking for a copy of a nonexistent pamphlet
linking OJ with homosexuality.) The fallout from her political activism
poisoned her career.
See Parting Glances, page 11
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Transmissions

North Carolina: The Cost

I

BY GWENDOLYN ANN SMITH

n a special session, the North Carolina state
Legislature pushed through House Bill 2, delivering
it to Gov. Pat McCrory in roughly 12 hours. The
governor signed the bill nearly as soon as it could hit
his desk, wasting no time to enact what must have been
a vital piece of legislation to be enacted this quickly.
The bill, titled the “Public Facilities Privacy &
Security act,” is on its surface a reaction to the passage
of anti-discrimination protections passed a month ago
in Charlotte, North Carolina. That ordinance added
citywide protections based on both sexual orientation
and gender identity.
“The basic expectation of privacy in the most personal
of settings, a restroom or locker room, for each gender
was violated by government overreach and intrusion by
the mayor and city council of Charlotte,” said McCrory
in a statement released shortly after the passage of
House Bill 2. “This new government regulation defies
common sense and basic community norms by allowing,
for example, a man to use a woman’s bathroom, shower
or locker room.”

The bill goes much further, however, than simply
nullifying Charlotte’s anti-discrimination protections:
it removes any protections from local hands across the
state, requiring localities to rely on state protections
that do not cover LGBT individuals. It also repeals
protections for other groups in other municipalities,
such as veterans and others. The only explicitly covered
classes in North Carolina are race, religion, color,
national origin, biological sex, and in some cases, age
and disability.
As expected, House Bill 2 prohibits the use of
restrooms at schools and public institutions across the
state by anyone whose gender does not match their birth
certificate. It does not clarify how one would challenge
a person in a restroom, or how that same person would
respond. One has to presume that this “privacy” act does
not extend to the privacy of transgender residents of
North Carolina, who are now expected to answer to any
challenge to their gender. Or, of course, people who are
not transgender but who may still be challenged because
someone else decides they are not masculine or feminine
enough for a particular set of facilities.
See Transmissions: North Carolina, next page
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® Transmissions:

But the final tally on the passage of
House Bill 2 does not end with the cost
of this one-day session. Institutions
across the state have spoken out
on the bill, with statements from
Bank of America, Lowe’s, Google,
PayPal, Apple, American Airlines
and many other companies.

North Carolina

Continued from p. 10

House Bill 2 also removed the ability of people
to bring a civil suit over discrimination, even if
the discrimination actually does fall within the
categories explicitly banned under the bill. Oh, and
for whatever reason, the bill also prohibits “all local
ordinances, regulations or resolutions imposing
any requirements on employers pertaining to
compensation of employees.” This is broad
reaching, affecting minimum wage fights, leave,
benefits and even rights involving minors in the
workplace.
To push this bill through, the state spent
approximately $42,000 to hold a special one-day
session. Adding insult to injury, State Sen. Tom
Apodaca is pressing to have Charlotte cover the
bill for the special session – perhaps by taking the
cost out of appropriations or other state funds the
city would be expecting from the state.
But the final tally on the passage of House Bill 2
does not end with the cost of this one-day session.
Institutions across the state have spoken out on
the bill, with statements from Bank of America,
Lowe’s, Google, PayPal, Apple, American Airlines
and many other companies. The NCAA is raising
questions about their desire to host events in the
state and the NBA is suggesting a move of the 2017
All-Star Game. San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee has
also opted to ban city staff from traveling to North
Carolina at city expense.
The bad press and backlash from the
aforementioned institutions prompted the governor
to present an overly-cheery assessment dressed up
as a “Myths vs. Facts” release. The release does
an amazing job of answering only the questions it
presents, in as couched a language as it can.
By challenging the ability of trans students
statewide to use appropriate gender changing
facilities and restrooms, Gov. McCrory puts
an estimated $4.2 billion in federal funding by
going against Title IX protections for transgender
students. McCrory’s office is claiming they will not
face this in the aforementioned “Myths vs. Facts”
release, stating that House Bill 2 will not affect
federal funding “according to a federal court which
has looked at a similar issue.”

® Parting

The Department of Justice affirmed its position
on Title IX protections for transgender students last
June in a case in Virginia, seemingly in opposition
to McCrory’s views.
“Prohibiting a student from accessing the
restrooms that match his gender identity is
prohibited sex discrimination under Title IX,”
stated the DOJ in that case. “There is a public
interest in ensuring that all students, including
transgender students, have the opportunity to learn
in an environment free of sex discrimination.”
While the state has tried to limit who can sue,
this will not stop legal challenges. The ACLU of
North Carolina and Equality North Carolina have
filed the first in U.S. District Court. This will be a
further financial drain on the state.
The cost of this bill, in the end, is not one of
currency, and it is not a cost that will be borne
by North Carolina, let along taken out of funds
intended for the city of Charlotte.
As I said above, in some attempt to provide
“privacy and safety” for non-transgender people,
based on a “bathroom predator” myth that has been
disproven at every turn, trans people like me are
not provided safety nor privacy.
The cost will come out of transgender and gender
non-conforming individuals in North Carolina, now
forced into further second-class citizen status and
declined even the most basic right to use a restroom
appropriate to their presentation – and ultimately,
I fear the cost will be measured in lives lost, not
dollars spent.
Gwen Smith has her North Carolina friends in her heart
and mind. You can find her at www.gwensmith.com.
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She lost her Florida Commission hefty salary,
followed by contracts with Coca Cola, Kraft Food,
Holiday Inn and Tupperware TV commercial accounts.
Her marriage to hubby Bob Green squeezed out. In
1980, she dumped him.
She married a second spousal lemon, Charlie Hobson
Dry, in 1990. They tried to salvage her career, booking
a series of small venues (including Windsor, Ontario)
Comeback proved elusive, and the Drys left behind
them unpaid employees and creditors. Bankruptcy
pie hit them twice. In 2005, Anita, matronly bigot
of 65, was parodied on “Will & Grace.” The lemon
merin(gay) moment now plays on YouTube.
Let’s drink to that! (Milk over OJ, anytime.)
Charles@pridesource.com
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Creep of the Week

Michael Brown

B

acklash. That’s what we’re
seeing here in the flurry of
anti-LGBT (and heavy on the
T) legislation that’s been proposed
and passed
across the
nation (or,
in the case
of Georgia,
vetoed.
Thank you,
Gov. Deal).
North
Carolina is
a shining
turd of an
Michael Brown
example of
what happens when the people in
charge are a bunch of assholes. No
wonder it’s called the Tar Heel State,
because they’ve really stepped in it
this time.
In case you weren’t paying
attention, North Carolina just passed
the harshest anti-LGBT law in the
country. It all started when Charlotte,
one of the state’s more civilized cities,
passed an anti-discrimination law
that included protections for LGBT
people.
And rather than let something so
terrible happen in their state, North
Carolina lawmakers held a special
session so they could bang out a
sweeping law that banned all cities
from enacting any laws that would
dare to protect fags, dykes or trannies.
They made sure to put particular
emphasis on making sure that
transgender students can’t go to the
bathroom. Or, more specifically,
can’t use the bathroom at school that
matches their gender identity. You
know, because trans students just have
too many rights.
The business community has come
out in strong opposition to the law.
Companies like American Airlines
and Bank of America are like, “Stop
it, this is bad for business.” This law’s
passage in spite of what corporate
America wanted highlights the fissure
going on in the GOP between the probusiness and pro-Jesus Republicans,
two factions that used to be basically
one in the same.
And if you’re Michael Brown,
author of “Outlasting the Gay
Revolution: Where Homosexual
Activism Is Really Going and How
to Turn the Tide,” then you see

BY D’ANNE WITKOWSKI

In case you weren’t paying
attention, North Carolina
just passed the harshest
anti-LGBT law in the country.
these companies as just a bunch of
schoolyard bullies trying to steal the
Christian kid’s lunch money so that
they can go spend it on sex-change
operations or something.
Criticism from these companies –
or anyone – will not stand!
“It is time for Christians and all
people of conscience to say: ‘Enough
is enough with your bullying,’”
Brown writes on CharismaNews.com.
“We are not going to bow down to
your threats. We will do what is right,
regardless of cost or consequence, and
in the end, we will be vindicated for
taking a stand.”
Ye a h ! S t o p t r y i n g t o b u l l y
Christians out of bullying everybody
else. If you’ve a threat of economic
or legal significance, take it to Jesus!
Specifically the Jesus we made up that
hates homos and stuff.
The “regardless of cost or
consequence” part is intriguing. I
hope that the result is both economic
and spiritual bankruptcy.
Brown also points out that “some of
the companies protesting the loudest
already have policies to protect
LGBT ‘rights’ and those policies are
completely unaffected by the new
law.”
It’s as if Brown thinks that these
companies exist in a vacuum and
that the LGBT people who work for
them and who live in North Carolina
aren’t negatively impacted by a law
that basically states they aren’t worth
a damn.
Brown claims that “the activists
who came out of the closet want to put
you and me in the closet.” He adds,
“That will never happen, and we will
go to jail rather than compromise our
convictions.”
To which I say, is that a threat
or a promise? It would be karmic
justice if people like Brown who are
so concerned about the “threat” of
trans people being allowed to use
bathrooms never get to take a shit in
private again.

In 1977 Anita Bryant was pied by gay activist.
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North Carolina Passes Discriminatory Law, ACLU Files Lawsuit
BY BTL STAFF AND AP WIRE
The North Carolina General Assembly
convened a $42,000 special session on March
23 to pass into law a sweeping measure that
prevents local governments in the state from
extending nondiscrimination policies to LGBT
people and requires restroom access in public
facilities, including schools, based on birth
assigned sex regardless of a person’s gender
identity and lived gender. It also jeopardizes
the more than $4.5 billion in federal funding
that North Carolina receives for secondary and
post-secondary schools under Title IX, which
prohibits sex discrimination in educational
institutions receiving federal funding, including
discrimination against transgender individuals.
Gov. Pat McCrory, who signed the law 12
hours after it was introduced, said the bill
was a response to a recently passed LGBT
nondiscrimination ordinance in Charlotte,
North Carolina’s largest city, but the scope
of the law is much broader, impacting local
employment policies and more. More than
200 cities, including Myrtle Beach and
Columbia, South Carolina, have adopted
nondiscrimination ordinances similar to
Charlotte’s without negative consequences.
The North Carolina League of Municipalities,
Attorney General Roy Cooper, and major
companies including PayPal, Red Hat,
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The Plaintiffs

American Airlines, Dow Chemical and Biogen,
have announced their opposition to the law. A
Public Policy Polling survey released on March
22 showed widespread, bipartisan agreement
among state voters that the Legislature should
leave Charlotte’s ordinance alone.
Other anti-transgender measures have failed
recently in South Dakota and Indiana. Close to
200 bills that authorize discrimination against
LGBT people have been introduced in state
legislatures across the country since January
2016.
The American Civil Liberties Union, ACLU
of North Carolina, Lambda Legal, and Equality
North Carolina filed a lawsuit March 28

challenging North Carolina’s sweeping antiLGBT law, HB 2. The case, filed in the U.S.
District Court for the Middle District of North
Carolina against North Carolina Governor Pat
McCrory, Attorney General Roy Cooper and
the University of North Carolina, is on behalf
of two transgender North Carolinians: Joaquín
Carcaño, a UNC-Chapel Hill employee, and
Payton McGarry, a UNC-Greensboro student,
and Angela Gilmore, a lesbian and North
Carolina Central University law professor.
“HB 2 is hurtful and demeaning. I just want
to go to work and live my life. This law puts
me in the terrible position of either going
into the women’s room where I clearly don’t

belong or breaking the law,” said plaintiff
Joaquín Carcaño. “But this is about more than
bathrooms, this is about my job, my community,
and my ability to get safely through my day
and be productive like everyone else in North
Carolina.”
“We’re challenging this extreme and
discriminatory measure in order to ensure that
everyone who lives in and visits North Carolina
is protected under the law,” said Chris Brook,
Legal Director of the ACLU of North Carolina.
“This cruel, insulting and unconstitutional
law is an attack on fairness in employment,
education and local governance that encourages
discrimination against thousands of LGBT
people who call North Carolina home, and
particularly targets transgender men and
women. HB 2 aims to override local school
board policies, local public accommodations
laws and more.”
“No Legislature should be using its power
to require cities, counties or school districts
to discriminate against anyone. This law is a
targeted and unprecedented attack on the LGBT
community, particularly against transgender
people, both young people and adults,” said
Tara Borelli, Senior Attorney with Lambda
Legal. “Clearly HB 2 is unconstitutional as
it not only violates the guarantees of equal
See North Carolina, next page
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Georgia Governor Says He Will Veto Religious Exemption Bill
BY KATHLEEN FOODY
ATLANTA (AP) – Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal on Monday
said he will veto legislation shielding opponents of same-sex
marriage, after a groundswell of opposition from companies
threatening to boycott the state if it became law.
The Republican announced his decision during a news
conference in his office at the Georgia Capitol, saying, “I have
examined the protections that this bill proposes to provide to
the faith based community and I can find no examples of any
of those circumstances occurring in our state.”
Deal added, “I do not think that we have to discriminate
against anyone to protect the faith-based community in
Georgia.”
Republican majorities passed the bill to broadly protect
people whose actions were rooted in their religion. It also
would have protected clergy who won’t perform gay marriages
and people who won’t attend a wedding for religious reasons.
Churches and affiliated religious groups could have used
their faith as an argument for refusing to serve or hire someone.
The bill’s opponents said it excused discrimination and could
trample local ordinances protecting lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender people.
Coca-Cola and other big-name Georgia companies joined
the NFL, prominent Hollywood figures and film studios urging
Deal to reject the proposal. Some threatened to boycott the state
if Deal didn’t veto.
Deal, in his second and final term, heatedly said that those
threats and questions about “my convictions and my character”
from some in the religious community were misguided.
“I do not respond very well to insults or to threats,” he
said. “The people of Georgia deserve a leader who will make
sound judgments based on solid reasons that are not inflamed
by emotion.”
Deal said he would sign the bill had it passed in its original
form, which was limited to protecting clergy who declined to
perform same-sex marriages. He said his decision to reject the
bill was “about the character of our state and the character of

® North
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protection and due process in the U.S. Constitution but it also
violates Title IX by requiring discrimination in education. North
Carolina legislators cannot strip equality out of the Constitution
and the law. “
“The rhetoric on display last week by some members of
our Legislature showed just how transparent their anti-LGBT
motives were. Not only did they keep the bill language secret
until the morning it was introduced but it only took 12 hours
to pass and sign into law a bill with terrible consequences for
thousands of North Carolinians. North Carolina may also now
face a loss of federal education funding, revenue from businesses
that relocate or choose not to set-up shop here, and potential
income-generating sporting and entertainment events,” said
Chris Sgro, Executive Director of Equality NC, the statewide
LGBT advocacy group. “Now is the time to be on the right side
of history, because together we will show the politicians that
North Carolina refuses to be a leader in bigotry.”
The ACLU and the ACLU of North Carolina, and Lambda
Legal are filing the lawsuit together as co-counsel in the U.S.
District Court for the Middle District of North Carolina. In the
complaint being filed, the plaintiffs allege that through HB 2,
North Carolina sends a purposeful message that LGBT people
are second-class citizens who are undeserving of the privacy,
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our people. Georgia is a welcoming state; it is full of loving,
kind and generous people.”
Georgia’s General Assembly already has left the Capitol for
the year, adjourning after midnight on March 23. Lawmakers
can ask the governor to convene a special session, but need a
three-fifths majority in both the House and Senate.
If they can reach that threshold, overriding a governor’s
veto requires a two-thirds vote in each chamber. Republicans
don’t hold that margin in either the House or Senate, and all
Democrats voted against the bill.
Leaders in the House and Senate didn’t call for that step on
Monday.
House Speaker David Ralston said he respected Deal’s
“thoughtful consideration” but said he doesn’t believe the
bill permits discrimination. Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle said the bill
struck the “right balance,” adding that the state should actively
protect religious belief. He blamed “hyperbole and criticism”
for the raging debate.
“I’ve always advocated for Georgia’s status as the number
one state to do business, but as we move forward I will never
lose sight of the importance of an individual’s right to practice
their faith,” Cagle said.
However, one Republican state senator, Mike Crane of
Newnan, called for a special session to override the veto. Crane
is running for a congressional seat. Another supporter of the
bill, Republican Sen. Josh McKoon of Columbus, wouldn’t
make any guess about whether there is enough support for a
special session.
“I’m just disappointed,” McKoon said. “Governor Deal
ran for office as someone the faith community could rely on.”
National gay-rights organizations immediately hailed Deal’s
decision.
“We thank Governor Deal for doing the right thing,” said
Matt McTighe, Freedom for All Americans executive director.
“The governor understands that while our freedom of religion
is of critical importance, it doesn’t mean there’s a need for
harmful exemptions that can lead to discrimination.”

respect and protections afforded others in the state. The complaint
argues that HB 2 is unconstitutional because it violates the Equal
Protection and Due Process clauses of the 14th Amendment
because it discriminates on the basis of sex and sexual orientation
and is an invasion of privacy for transgender people. The law also
violates Title IX by discriminating against students and school
employees on the basis of sex.
On March 29, North Carolina Attorney General Roy Cooper
said that his office “will not defend the constitutionality of the
discrimination in House Bill 2,” the sweeping anti-LGBT law the
North Carolina General Assembly passed and Gov. Pat McCrory
signed last week.
In response, the American Civil Liberties Union, ACLU
of North Carolina, Equality NC and Lambda Legal – four
organizations challenging House Bill 2 in federal court – released
the following joint statement.
“North Carolina Attorney General Roy Cooper, the state’s
top law enforcement official, has concluded House Bill 2
is unconstitutional and harms North Carolinians without
justification. As our lawsuit highlighted yesterday, House Bill
2 singles out the LGBT community for discrimination. That’s
not only incompatible with the state’s constitutional and legal
obligations but also our shared values as North Carolinians. We’re
grateful the Attorney General stands on the on the right side of
history with the many cities, states, businesses and individuals
who have come out against this harmful measure.”
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Positive Thoughts

Young at Heart: Why We Need to Raise
HIV/AIDS Awareness Among Young People
BY ORIOL R. GUTIERREZ, JR.

I

was 22 years old when I was
diagnosed with HIV in 1992. I have
now been living with the virus longer
than I did without it. I’m grateful for
being alive and healthy, but I can’t say
that I’m happy to have HIV. I want to
believe that I’ll live long enough to see
a cure for HIV, but in the meantime I live
with it because I have no other choice.
After testing HIV positive, I was
convinced that I wouldn’t even see
my 30th birthday. As a young person,
I thought that I was being denied
something most of us growing up take
for granted – dying old. My fear of dying
young only grew worse in 1994 when my
ex-boyfriend, the person who I believe
gave me HIV, died. He was 30.
In 1996, effective HIV treatment
finally became a reality. As more and
more people began taking the new
medications and living as a result, my
fear slowly turned into hope. I had lived
those first few years after testing HIV
positive as if I wasn’t going to have a
future. It actually took me a long while to
get used to the idea again of growing old.
Much has changed in the HIV
epidemic since the dark early days.
Treatments have improved. Despite
getting diagnosed with HIV today, you
can expect to live a virtually normal life
span as long as you adhere to effective
treatment. The research is advancing for
a cure and a vaccine. New HIV cases are
increasingly being prevented.
All that said, there remains much that
isn’t better. Stigma and discrimination
related to HIV are stubbornly resistant
to change. Access to care and treatment
remain out of reach for too many people
living with the virus. Although HIV rates
have declined, there are still up to 50,000
new cases each year – and that has been
true for many years.
Unfortunately, one of the most
disheartening truths about HIV is related
to young people. Current estimates
are that one in four new HIV cases in
the United States occur among people
between ages 13 and 24 – and that 60
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Unfortunately, one of the most disheartening truths about
HIV is related to young people. Current estimates are that
one in four new HIV cases in the United States occur among
people between ages 13 and 24 – and that 60 percent of these
young people living with the virus don’t know they have it.
percent of these young people living with
the virus don’t know they have it. That is
just unacceptable.
To sound the alarm about HIV among
young people, National Youth HIV/AIDS
Awareness Day (NYHAAD) was created
in 2013. Commemorated each year on
April 10, NYHAAD seeks to educate the
public about the impact of HIV/AIDS on
young people. The day also highlights the
contributions of young people in the fight
against the virus.
The organizer of NYHAAD is
Advocates for Youth, a nonprofit that
educates young people about reproductive
and sexual health. Events will be held
nationwide with support materials from
the advocacy group. Local groups and
individuals will host events at such places
as high schools, colleges, churches and
community centers.
Awareness day organizers this year are
promoting the idea of a NYHAAD Bill of
Rights, which asserts that young people
should have certain rights and protections
related to HIV/AIDS. The declaration
has five articles, which are listed below.
Article 1: The right to live free from
oppression. Poverty, racism, homophobia
and other forms of oppression all
contribute to HIV risk and to quality of
treatment and care.
Article 2: The right to education. Young
people have a right to the education and
skills they need to protect themselves
from HIV.
Article 3: The right to prevention.
Young people have the right to condoms,
HIV testing and medication needed to
help prevent HIV, and have the right to

confidential, affordable and accessible
services.
Article 4: The right to treatment and
care. Young people are at risk of not
receiving medication regularly enough
to have their viral load suppressed. We
must ensure that all youth have access to
accessible and affordable HIV treatment.
Article 5: The right to live without
criminalization, discrimination and
stigma. Young people living with HIV
have the right to freedom and dignity.
Laws that criminalize HIV are founded
in ignorance and serve only to divert
attention and resources from real
strategies to end the epidemic.
Approximately 1,000 young people in
the United States become HIV positive
each month. Undoubtedly, many of these
young people living with HIV are LGBT.
As such, they need and deserve help from
the LGBT community.
To find out how you can help, please
go to YouthAIDSDay.org for more
information. You can also get the
latest NYHAAD updates by searching
“National Youth HIV & AIDS Awareness
Day” on Facebook or following @
YouthAIDSDay on Twitter.
Oriol R. Gutierrez Jr. is the editor-in-chief
of POZ magazine. Find him on Twitter @
oriolgutierrez. This column is a project of
Plus, Positively Aware, POZ, The Body and Q
Syndicate, the LGBT wire service. Visit their
websites – http://hivplusmag.com, http://
positivelyaware.com, http://poz.com and
http://thebody.com – for the latest updates
on HIV/AIDS.
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Pop Star on the Gays Who ‘Made Me Feel Pretty When I Didn’t Feel Pretty,’ New Album & Having an LGBT Son
BY CHRIS AZZOPARDI

D

on’t speak? Gwen Stefani can’t help it
as she opens up about her latest release
– the “record that saved my life.”
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Featuring a multitude of diary-like
outpourings related to Gavin Rossdale, whom
the No Doubt frontwoman divorced in 2015
after 13 years of marriage, “This Is What the
Truth Feels Like” is Stefani’s third solo album

and first since 2006’s “The Sweet Escape.”
“It’s so therapeutic to talk about it,” she
says the day before the album’s release. “And
I hope it saves some other lives. I really, really
truly do hope that. That’s the message I wanna

give.”
During our candid tell-all, Stefani also
talked about her gay besties who “made me
look pretty when I didn’t feel pretty,” being a
(mostly) respected woman in a man’s world
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and how she and boyfriend Blake Shelton hang
with the same “big posse” of gays.

In the last year, when the going got tough, which
gay friends of yours could you count on to have
the wine cupboard fully stocked?
Most of my gay friends are talented, close
people who work with me: my hairdresser,
my makeup artist. Those are probably my
two closest gay friends, and what I love about
them is how unique they are and how spirited
they are and how talented they are. I think
“passionate” would be a really good way
to describe them. They’re not representing
all gay men, but they represent the ones in
my life who’ve had a huge impact on me. I
turned to them this whole time period, during
my whole tragedy, and they have been really,
really super supportive and loyal and made
me look pretty when I didn’t feel pretty.

How did collaborating with Justin Tranter of
Semi-Precious Weapons, who’s gay, affect your
recording sessions for “This Is What the Truth
Feels Like”?
I didn’t know who he was or anything, but the
thing that was so great about working with
Justin was that he had followed my career for
the longest time. He knew everything about
every song I’d ever done, whatever I’d worn,
every piece of jewelry. It was like, whoa.
And he’d wanted to work with me for a long
time and I didn’t know that, but it was like
God put us in the same room at the perfect
time because I needed his understanding and
compassion. He was so supportive of me and
so confident in me, and I had lost a lot of my
confidence, so he really brought that out of
me. I felt so comfortable around him from the
moment that I met him. So, he was a huge
support in making this record and a good
friend – an instant friend, weirdly, because I
didn’t know him at all. But now I feel like
he’s one of my closest friends.

I don’t think it’s too far of a stretch to say that
any gay man would instantly connect with you.
Awww! That makes me happy.

Did Blake have to get your gay friends’ approval?
Well, I mean, Blake’s definitely like – how
would I describe it? All the same people all
the time are always in the room together
and we do everything together, so it’s like
we’re all a big posse. It’s funny, too, because
Blake’s mom was a hairdresser growing up,
so he was definitely introduced to that world
a looong time ago.

As the frontwoman of No Doubt, there have been
many times you’ve been the only female rocker
on a festival bill. For you, what’s that experience
been like? Did the boys take you seriously from
the beginning?
No, it’s crazy. I’ve been so unbelievably
blessed. I grew up in a man’s world and it
really doesn’t make any sense either. In the
past, as a girl – a baby girl – I was a girly
girl and I wasn’t guyish at all, but when I did
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discover music, I really got into this niche
music, which was ska. I really related to it.
All of the people who were my mentors as
far as music, they were all guys, and to be
in a band with my brother (Eric Stefani) and
then my boyfriend (Tony Kanal), I was in this
little family and very protected. I always felt
like my opinion was counted, and not even
counted but even counted with double stars.
My creativity was respected.
There was a moment back in the day when
I was doing festivals and we were just getting
known and I do remember being disrespected
here and there – they’d want me to take my
top off or whatever – but it really didn’t take
long for me to be able to prove that I wasn’t
gonna stand for that. I don’t know where
the confidence came from, but I would get
up there and I just knew I was gonna win
them over and do whatever it took to win
them over. I was not gonna leave the stage
until I had a pit going. That’s it. No question.
It was a fire that was inside of me. I wasn’t
rebellious; I had this really normal, easy,
beautiful, loving family. But I feel like I’ve
always been respected and never had to really
worry about, “Oh, I don’t get respect because
I’m a woman.” And that’s a really good thing,
because that means if I can have that, other
women and other people can have that and
we are making some progress.

You’re known for your sonic soul-barings, but
lately, you also seem especially candid in
interviews. Why did you decide to be so open
about your life in the last year?
Because I’m the kind of girl that’s just
not good with secrets. I tell everybody
everything. If ate too many Oreos, I’mma
tell you about it! I grew up Catholic, so I just
need to confess everything.
I feel like I’ve always been really open, but
there was a point in my marriage and in my
relationship (with Gavin Rossdale) – because
maybe we born out of the ’90s – it felt
cooler and more protected to not talk about
the relationship, or it felt awkward because
maybe we were both doing the same thing
and I didn’t wanna say something and he’d
be like, “Why’d you say that?!” There were
probably some limits during that relationship.
And then with my children, obviously I can’t
talk about them because they’re gonna be
15 and like, “Mom, why did you say that?
You’re embarrassing me!” I have to think a
little bit about that now. But I just think… I
don’t know how else to be. Everybody knows
what happened to me. I got a divorce. It’s the
worst thing that can happen to me besides
death.
My whole life all I wanted to do was be
a mother and a wife, and I had the dream of
having this family because that’s what I had.
I have parents who’ve been married since
high school, who are in love, and they’re
still in love and having their big wedding
anniversary. I had a perfect example, so

Coming Out June 2016
April 15 Deadline

Continued on page 26
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ANN ARBOR
IGNITE BRILLIANCE
How are you going to say...

I Love You?
20000 W. Stadium Blvd, Ann Arb
bor
734.9994.55111 www.leewisjewelers.ccom

Hers & Hers

Custom Made Easy by
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LGBTQ Culture in
the Ann Arbor Area
Ann Arbor and its surrounding areas are
known as inclusive and celebratory when
it comes to the LGBTQ community. With a
long and storied history in regards to LGBTQ
issues, the Ann Arbor area is full of great
things to do for a day trip, weekend getaway or
week-long vacation. Visit Ann Arbor compiled
a summary of just a few of these events and
attractions that may be of interest to LGBTQ
travelers and others.
Events geared toward the LGBTQ
community are plentiful in the Ann Arbor
area. Love film? The Ann Arbor Film Festival
features Out Night, with LGBTQ short
films featuring documentary, experimental
and narrative works. This annual program
within the Film Festival is geared toward the Sera (they also host many special events
exploration of LGBTQ issues and interests. of interest to the LGBTQ community), and
OUTFest, held at hotspot Braun Court, is a tasty breakfasts and coffee at Beezy’s. Also
weekend festival in the Kerrytown District in Ypsilanti, Drag Queen Bingo is a regular
of Ann Arbor to celebrate community,
event at the Tap Room,
allyship and pride.
a neighborhood bar with
Presented by the Jim
fantastic drink specials.
Toy Community Center,
Ann Arbor is home
this is a fun-filled Tree
t o TA G A p p r o v e d
nn Arbor and its
Town weekend of food,
hotels (as well as many
entertainment, vendors
other lovely hotels
surrounding
areas
are
known
as
and historically beautiful
and bed & breakfasts),
weather. In conjunction inclusive and celebratory when it
LGBTQ nights on
with OUTFest, a Pride
Thursdays at LIVE
Picnic is held at a local comes to the LGBTQ community.
Nightclub and Fridays
park, with familyat Necto Nightclub, and
With
a
long
and
storied
history
in
friendly food, games and
a thriving LGBTQ local
music. Also, the artistic, regards to LGBTQ issues, the Ann
community. Sports fans
bohemian community
are sure to enjoy U-M
of Ypsilanti, just outside Arbor area is full of great things
athletics (Go Blue!),
Ann Arbor, hosts Ypsi to do for a day trip, weekend
and thespians will find
Pride, a celebration of
plenty of professional
getaway or week-long vacation.
LGBTQ culture.
and amateur theatrical
Whenever you visit
productions year-round.
Ann Arbor, you’ll want
For more information,
to spend some time in
visit www.visitannarbor.
the beautiful Braun Court
org/play and click on “LGBTQ.”
area. Home to \aut\ BAR (known for its
incredible brunch), Braun Court is a beloved Upcoming events of particular interest to
area of Ann Arbor for the LGBTQ community. the LGBTQ community include:
The Bar at 327 Braun Court is a neighborhood - “SPIN” at Theatre Nova: A fast-paced and
bar specializing in fabulous cocktails such funny play marrying spoken-word poetry and
as the Absinthe Frappe; Common Language romantic hip-hop, set in a homeless shelter for
Bookstore has served the LGBTQ community LGBTQ teens. June 17–July 10
for over two decades; and the Jim Toy - Ypsi Pride: June 18, 2016 (Location TBD)
Community Center is a prominent resource - Day of Decision Celebration at Braun Court:
for the LGBTQ community in Washtenaw June 26, 2016
County. Other notable hotspots include Arbor - Equality on Tap at Bill’s Beer Garden: June
Brewing Company (the first microbrewery in 2016 (Date TBD)
Ann Arbor), Zingerman’s Deli (for renowned - OUTFest at Braun Court: Aug. 5-7
sandwiches) and Tio’s (a great Mexican - Pride Picnic: Aug. 7 (Location TBD)
eatery). In Ypsilanti, you’ll find delicious
internationally-inspired cuisine at Bona Originally published at www.visitannarbor.corg.
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Cool Cities

The creators of “Welcome to Night Vale,” one of the
world’s most downloaded podcasts, will bring their
acclaimed live show to 18 U.S. cities beginning
April 2. Like the podcast, the stage version of “Night
Vale” tells stories from the strange desert town of
Night Vale, delivering rich, nuanced drama in the
form of a community radio show hosted by Cecil
Palmer (played by Cecil Baldwin).

Ann Arbor

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD • YOUR MARKET
Pinpoint your ad dollars where
they will do the most good . . .
Advertise in the next Cool Cities
TO PLACE AN AD CALL 734.293.7200

With guest stars and live musical score by Disparition, and featured musical guests Danny Schmidt
and Carrie Elkin, the “Welcome to Night Vale” live show appeals to uninitiated audiences as well
as to dedicated fans of the podcast, who hang on Cecil’s every word. The brand new touring script
— their fifth since “Welcome to Night Vale” first hit the road in 2013 — works equally well as a
standalone show and as a complement to the constantly evolving narrative of the podcast.
The tour will stop at The Fillmore in Detroit 8 p.m., April 8. Tickets are $27.50. Find out more at
www.ticketmaster.com.

Detroit Free Press “Third Annual
Freep Film Festival” Featuring
“Accidental Activists,” “From This Day
Forward” and “Treasure.”. Multipple,
Detroit. March 31 - April 3. www.
Freepfilmfestival.com
Michigan Theater “CineManga Film
Series” Different anime or Japanese
film each Wednesday night. State
Theater, 233 State St., Ann Arbor. Jan.
13 - April 27. 734-668-8397. www.
Michtheater.org

THEATER

If/Then A new musical. Fisher
Theatre, 3011 W. Grand Blvd., Detroit.
March 29 - April 10. 313-872-1000.
www.Ticketmaster.com
The Hung Man Tickets: $10-20. The
Ringwald Theatre, 22742 Woodward
Ave., Ferndale. April 1 - April 25. 248545-5545. www.Theringwald.com
Thoroughly Modern Millie Tickets:
$6-20. Western Michigan University,
University Theatre, 1903 W. Michigan
Ave., Kalamazoo. April 8 - April 17.
269-387-7222. www.Wmu.edu

ART ‘N’ AROUND

OUTINGS
Thursday, March 31
Town Hall with Pastor Frank Turner
6 p.m. Affirmations Faith Alliance, 290
W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248398-7105. www.Goaffirmations.org
Faith & LGBTQ Townhall 6:30
p.m. Pastor Frank Turner, from the
Believers Congregation in Novi, will
be the Keynote and Moderator for
the event. Refreshments will be
served. Affirmations, 290 W. Nine
Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105.
www.Goaffirmations.org/programsservices/community-events-activities

Friday, April 1
Brackets For Good Online
Tournament Starting Feb. 26, online
donations to help your favorite
nonprofit organization advance in
Brackets For Good and get one step
closer to $10,000 can be made by
visiting annarbor.bfg.org. $1 equals 1
point. Brackets For Good, Ann Arbor.
www.Annarbor.bfg.org
Transgender Michigan Meet and
Greet Transgender Michigan, 200 S.
Washington Square, Lansing.

Woodward Ave., Detroit. 313-4716611. www.Olympiaentertainment.
com

Wednesday, April 6
Relationship Skills Class This
7-session series is for LGBTQ
people and their friends & loved
ones. Topics include: exploring
relationship values, healthy conflict
resolution, establishing boundaries,
accountability and building
community connections. This series
is open to everyone, regardless of
relationship status or relationship
history. The cost of the series is $35
per person. Affirmations, 290 W. Nine
Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105.
www.Goaffirmations.org

Saturday, April 9
Transgender Day of Visibility Art
Show Pittmann-Puckett Gallery, 290
W. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248398-7105. www.Goaffirmations.org

Monday, April 11
Happy Hour 4 p.m. Come join us for
happy hour and Man Crush Monday.
Grenadier Club, 3101 McDougall,
Detroit. 313-910-6867.

MUSIC & MORE
Classical
Detroit Symphony Orchestra
“Beethoven’s Pastoral” . Max M.
Fisher Music Center, 3711 Woodward
Ave., Detroit. 8 p.m. April 2. 313-5765111. www.Dso.org

Concerts
Michigan Theater “Ani DiFranco”
Tickets: $30-55. Michigan Theater,
603 E. Liberty St., Ann Arbor. 8
p.m. April 2. 734-668-8397. www.
Michtheater.org
The Fillmore Detroit “Welcome
to Night Vale” Tickets: $27.50. The
Fillmore Detroit, Detroit. 8 p.m. April
8. www.Ticketmaster.com

Dance
UMS “American Ballet Theatre: The
Sleeping Beauty” Tickets: $29-109.
Detroit Opera House, 1526 Broadway
St., Detroit. March 31 - April 3.
734-764-2538. www.Ums.org/
multiperformance/american-ballettheatre-the-sleeping-beauty/

Film & Video

DIA “Dance! American Art 1830-1960”
The exhibition is organized by the DIA
and presents more than 90 paintings,
sculptures, photographs and costumes
brought together for the first time to
celebrate and explain the important
place of dance in American culture.
Detroit Institute of Arts, 2100 Woodward
Ave., Detroit. March 20 - June 12. 313833-7900. www.Dia.org
Flint Institute of Arts “From Heart
to Hand: African American Quilts from
the Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts”
Throughout history, quilts have held an
important and cherished place in our
culture, particularly in the American
South. Flint Institute of Arts, 1120 E.
Kearsley St., Flint. Jan. 24 - April 10.
810-234-1695. www.Flintarts.org
Mid-Michigan Antiquarian Book
Dealers Association “63rd Annual
Michigan Antiquarian Book and
Paper Show” $5 admission; children
13 and under free Lansing Center,
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 9:30
a.m. April 3. 517-332-0112. www.
curiousbooks.com
robert kidd gallery “Laurie Tennent”
Botanicals: Intimate portraits robert kidd
gallery, 107 Townsend St., Birmingham.
April 9 - May 6. 248-642-3909. www.
Robertkiddgallery.com

Saturday, April 2
From Heart to Hand 7 a.m. Join Step
On Bus Tours as we travel to the Flint
Institute of Arts to see the exhibition
From Heart to Hand African American
Quilts from the Montgomery Museum
of Fine Arts. See history sewn before
your eyes as you marvel at the amazing
patterns and learn the stories of each
quilt. The tour includes admission to
the Flint Institute of Art, a docent lead
tour of the display and a filling lunch
nearby the exhibit. Dont forget shopping
with a great discount at a wonderful
sewing and quilt store. This is a must
do for any quilt lovers. $58person
Step On Bus Tours, 215 w Troy St.
Ste2046, Ferndale . 248-619-6692.
steponbustours@gmail.com http//www.
steponbustours.com/trips.html

Sunday, April 3
Hunkapella 7 p.m. Tickets: $3848. Olympia Entertainment, 2301
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As part of this year’s Classical Series, the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra and PVS Chemmicals, Inc.
present Beethoven’s “Pastoral.” The special one night
show features Michelle Merrill as conductor and
Kevin Brown on double bass.
The main piece of the night is none other than
Beethoven’s “Symphony No. 6, ‘Pastoral.’” The pieces
preceding this work are: Piston’s “Ballet Suite from
‘The Incredible Flutist’”; Dvorak’s “Carnival Overture”;
and Vanhal’s “Double Bass Concerto.”
Beethoven’s “Pastoral” begins at 8 p.m. Saturday,
April 2. The Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher Music Center
is located at 3711 Woodward Ave., Detroit. Classical tickets start at $15. For more information, call
313-576-5111 or visit www.dso.org.

www.PrideSource.com

Q Puzzle

Mark My Words
Across
1 Barely beats
5 Stat for Richard Simmons
9 They’re tops on the beach
13 It can bear fruit
14 Morales of “La Bamba”
15 Wilde country
16 “Cabaret” mister
17 Mild oath

www.PrideSource.com

18 Once more
19 Start of Mark Hamill’s
answer about Skywalker’s
orientation
22 Coin of Foucault
23 Boob tubes
24 Memorial designer Maya ___
27 Go gaga over Lady Gaga, e.g.
30 Restroom, for short
33 “Double Fantasy” artist

34 More of the answer
35 Sex attachment
36 E. Wolfson or R. Cohn
37 Came together
39 P-town’s Crowne Pointe, e.g.
40 “May the ___ be with you”
42 More of the answer
44 Like a muscle Mary pumping
iron
46 “At Swim, Two Boys” writer
Jamie
47 Like some exotic fruit
50 End of the answer
54 He cruised for forty days
straight
55 “Ed Wood” role
56 Blast furnace fuel
58 Stud fee?
59 Richard of “A Summer Place”
60 One of the Brewer models
61 Jethrene Bodine portrayer
Max
62 Bianchi and Hulce
63 Material for Sylvia Beach?

Down
1 Ordinal for John Nash
2 Hot temper
3 “Frasier” actress Gilpin
4 Workers at the bottom
5 Bridge call
6 Twin to Jacob
7 Dogs do it when they’re hot
8 Visit Judy Garland’S
birthplace, e.g.
9 Billy and family

10 Button’s place
11 “We ___ Family”
12 Work under Edith Head,
perhaps
20 “__-hoo! Fellas!”
21 Nurses stick these in
24 Sits on one’s bottom
25 Coming up behind
26 Cathedral word in gay Paree
28 California has a big one
29 Heart test
30 One of the Mario Brothers
31 Record in a queer archive
32 Record material
37 Part of MGM
38 Shore of Palm Springs
41 Position near Dave Pallone
43 Goes for
45 “Dang straight!”
46 Indian et al.
48 Rag˙ alternative
49 Religion of Allah
50 Sometime Capote associate
Chaplin
51 It has a fickle finger
52 “The Music Man” setting
53 It comes after fore
54 Snatch
57 Split one in the locker room

Find solution to this puzzle at
www.pridesource.com
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® Gwen
Continued from p. 21

it’s super tragic for me. My dreams are
shattered and I feel so embarrassed about
what happened. I don’t feel embarrassed
to talk about it though, with respect to my
kids. I just think what happened was: In
February (2015), my family fell apart. It was
devastating. I didn’t know what to do. It was
a real big secret, but as I just explained, I’m
not good with that. I tried everything to fix
it. By June (2015), I went into the studio and
started writing. I was praying. I had already
started on a spiritual journey when I got
pregnant with Apollo (in 2013) that was sort
of like, “Wow, really? I’m gonna be blessed
with a baby... now?” That was a miracle.
It just started me on this spiritual journey
and thank God it started then because I was
prepared when I had the tragedy. I had that
nest of spirituality in me.

They say everything happens for a reason.
And you kind of can’t see it until you go
through it and look back at it and see all
the signs. I had the baby. Then I got “The
Voice,” which was so needed. I needed to do
something like that. I needed to play that role,
and I also got in the room with Pharrell again
who’s been like a guardian angel to me.

You mentioned Apollo, and you also have two
other sons: Kingston and Zuma. There are
people who don’t appreciate the fact that you
allow them to explore their feminine sides by
painting their nails. How would you respond to
those critics?
Obviously I’ve lived my life with criticism
for a very long time and my personality is,
I live in truth and reality, and if somebody
says something about me and I don’t know
them and they’re not my friend or part of my
life, it really doesn’t affect me. Of course
everyone’s gonna have their perspective and
their opinion, and I know what’s real and
what’s honest and true, and that’s really all
that matters to me and all that’s important.
So, it doesn’t really bother me. As long as
my boys are protected and happy and I’m
spending quality time with them, whether it’s
doing sports or doing nails, it really doesn’t
matter.

What would you say to one of your boys if they
came out to you one day?
I would be blessed with a gay son. You know
that I would feel blessed about that. I just
want my boys to be happy and healthy, and
I just ask God to guide me every day to be
a good mother because it is not an easy job.
I’ve been lucky enough to have such a
blessed life. I’ve been able to travel the world
and meet so many different kinds of people.
And it doesn’t really matter if you’re gay,
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straight, whatever. There are good and bad
people, and I would be happy. I just want
my kids to be happy, and whatever journey
God gives them is their journey. I just need
to be there to be the most supportive mom
that I can be and that’s what I’m gonna be. I
always ask my gay friends, “OK, so what was
it like when you were a little boy?” Because
I do know that it’s gotta be difficult to be the
alternative, to not be the mainstream, or to be
different, if you want to call it that. I feel like
it’s less and less (like that) these days, and it’s
hard for me to understand because it doesn’t
seem different or weird or anything anymore
because it just seems so normal to me. I just
saw that movie… what was it… “The Dutch
Girl”?

“The Danish Girl”…?
Yeah, “The Danish Girl.” I think what was
so incredible about that movie was just – that
was so long ago. I mean, can you imagine
back then? Whoa. Now it feels like nothing
anymore.

As a pop star over 40, what’s it like navigating
the pop world with so much pressure on youth,
age and beauty?
There was a moment right before I did “The
Voice,” in between (2012’s No Doubt release)
“Push and Shove” and “The Voice,” where I
was concerned about it and desperate to have
new music and it took a little earthquake to
be like, “OK, let’s get some perspective here.
You’ve already had the longest career. You’re
so blessed to have any of this and any of this
that happens after this is literally icing on the
cake.”
I’m not delusional about where I’m at in
my career. I know that this opportunity to
have new music is magical, and there’s not
one second that I don’t appreciate it and I
think it is what it is. I feel proud of the career
that I’ve had and I feel so grateful for it and
I mean, we all have to go through life. This
is life. Life is… “born to blossom and bloom
to perish.” That’s it. That is what it is. And
the way to do it is to be grateful and to be
spiritual and try to do the best you can every
single day – to be in the moment.
I’m not thinking about the future. I’m really
trying to focus on right now, today. I wanna
be in the moment right now because it’s so
much better if you’re not thinking about the
past or the future.

Gwen, you have such a healthy perspective on
life.
Oh, I have to work on it! I work on it every
single day. Some days I’m a mental case.
Chris Azzopardi is the editor of Q Syndicate,
the international LGBT wire service. He once
made Jane Fonda cry. Reach him via his website
at www.chris-azzopardi.com and on Twitter (@
chrisazzopardi).
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Classifieds Call 734-293-7200 ext.15
201 REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE AGENTS

350 PETS - PETS

Instant FREE access to Michigan
and the Nation’s Top
Gay & Lesbian Realtors.
Free Buyers Representation,
Free Sellers Market Analysis Free Relocation Kit!
On-line
WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM
or Toll Free
1-888-420-MOVE (6683)

MALE AND FEMALE ENGLISH
BULLDOG READY TO GIVE
AWAY ( FREE FOR ADOPTION)
CONTACT ME FOR MORE INFORMATION GREMORE34@
GMAIL.COM

Licensed Swedish

408 PROF. SERVICES COUNSELING

1102 EROTICA MASSAGE

301 EMPLOYMENT GENERAL

Psychotherapy

Massage for men. Safe-Discrete,
good prices. Royal Oak Area.
12yrs. Experience.
Call Lee 248-548-6516

MUST LOVE DOGS !!
Happy Hounds Dog Day Care is
now hiring part-time hourly dog
lovers. Please call or stop in to
fill out application.
734-459-DOGS
673 South Main St.
Plymouth, MI 48170

CARING DRIVERS
WANTED

ENGLISH BULLDOGS

Sliding fee/No fee
Dale Rogalski
Masters Candidate
Supervised by Dr. Stephanie
Williams, Ph.D.
Offices in Pleasant Ridge, 9
1/2 Mile & Woodward, and
Plymouth
248-658-8791
248-259-1991
www.plymouthpsychologist.com
Dale@drstephaniewilliams.net

428 PROF. SERVICES MASSAGE
Auburn Hills
Kansonn
248-672-0669
kanrubu@yahoo.com

MASSAGE

Transport people to prescheduled
medical appointments in Wayne
County and beyond. Must have reliable 4-door vehicle, cell phone,
and access to email or fax. Great
way to supplement social security,
disability or a pension income.
(989) 738-8671

Resource
Please be sure to
check out our special
pet guide online @
www.pridesource.com
It provides great
articles and resources
throughout the year
that help you care for
your pet!

BTL Pet of the Week - Beth
Meet Bethl! This 1-year-old Shepherd mix is a fun and
social girl! She loves to run, play and snuggle! The
adoption fee includes sterilization, age-appropriate
vaccinations, the MHS Adoption Guarantee and much
more. For more information, visit or call the MHS
Detroit Center for Animal Care at (313) 872-3400 and
provide the pet ID number, 825205 .

www.PrideSource.com
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