
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Real 
Relationships, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  We have a responsibility to introduce everyone to Jesus. 
Introduction:  Most Christians are not familiar with a man named Ed Kimball.  He was 
a Sunday School teacher in Boston in the mid-nineteenth century.  He became 
concerned about the young men he taught each Sunday, and he wanted to be sure that 
each of them had personally come to know Christ.  One day he visited one young man 
who worked at a local shoe store.  He gave what he thought was a very awkward 
presentation of the gospel, but the young man listened to him and he prayed to receive 
Christ.  That young man’s name was Dwight L. Moody, who became one of the greatest 
evangelists in the history of America. 
Not all of us can be great evangelists like Dwight L. Moody or Billy Graham, but all of us 
can share the good news of Jesus Christ.  Many will reject the message, but others will 
hear and be saved.  Besides, you never know how God might use the person that you 
lead to Christ.  Are you regularly sharing His message with others? 
 

I. The motivation for sharing Christ. 
 
A. The testimony of John the Baptist. 

1. John had already born witness to Jesus. 
a. The day before he had pointed to Jesus and said, “Behold the 

Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”   
b. John also told about seeing the Spirit of God descend on Jesus, 

and said he “bare record that this is the Son of God”. 
2. On this day, two of John’s disciples took note of what John said. 

a. One of them was Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter.  The other 
disciple is not identified, but most scholars believe he was probably 
the apostle John. 

b. Both men recognized Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah. 
B. These two men left John’s baptism and went after Jesus. 

1. They asked Jesus, “Where dwellest thou?”  They were probably at a 
loss for words, and this was the best they could do! 
a. Jesus invited them to come with Him. 
b. They stayed with Him until the “tenth hour”, which was about four 

o’clock in the afternoon. 
2. When you realize who Jesus really is, two things will happen: 

a. You want to learn more about Him. 
b. You want to tell others about Him. 

 

II. The method of sharing Christ. 

Sermon Series:  Real Relationships 
To be used with:  Session 5: Share Christ 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  The Best News in the World; Have You 

Learned How to Share? 
Scripture:  John 1:35-49 
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A. Andrew found his brother Simon. 

1. Unlike his brother, Andrew is not remembered as a great preacher.  
However, he is remembered for bringing people to Jesus. 
a. He brought a young boy to Jesus who wanted to share his lunch, 

and Jesus used his lunch to feed thousands (John 6:1-15). 
b. He and Philip told Jesus about some Greeks at the Passover who 

wanted to meet Him (John 12:20-22). 
2. We cannot all be great preachers or missionaries, but we can all be 

like Andrew and bring people to Jesus. 
• Preaching is undeniably important, but there’s still no substitute for 

that one-on-one witness for Christ either. 
B. Jesus changed Simon’s name to Peter. 

1. In biblical times, a person’s name reflected his character. 
a. The name “Simon” means “flat-nosed”. 1 
b. “Peter” means “rock” (the Aramaic version is “Cephas”). 

2. Jesus changed Peter’s name because He knew what He would do 
through Peter in the early church.   

 
III. The marvel of sharing Christ. 

 
A. The next day Jesus went to Galilee. 

1. He found Philip and called him to follow Him. 
a. He was from Bethsaida, as were Peter and Andrew.  The name 

“Bethsaida” means “house of the fisherman.” 2 
b. Philip found Nathanael and told him about Jesus. 

2. Nathanael was clearly unimpressed. 
a. “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” – This does not 

necessarily mean Nazareth had a bad reputation, but it was a small 
and seemingly insignificant town. 

b. Nathanael was from Cana (John 21:2), and some have suggested 
that there was a rivalry between the two towns. 3 

B. At Philip’s insistence, Nathanael met Jesus. 
1. Jesus knew more about him than he expected. 

a. He praised Nathanael’s character, even though the two men had 
never been formally introduced. 

b. He knew Nathanael had been sitting under a fig tree. 
2. Nathanael was so impressed and convicted that he believed on Jesus. 

• When I was a pastor in Missouri, I had a neighbor was a notorious 
heathen.  One day he had a health scare, and I went to visit him.  I 
shared the gospel with him and he prayed to receive Christ.  I 
baptized him and encouraged him to read his Bible.  Not long 
afterward I visited him in the hospital.  He told me he had been 
reading his Bible, and the enthusiasm showed in his face.  He said, 
“I didn’t know all that stuff was in there!”  It’s always exciting to see 
a person come to faith in Christ.  It’s even more exciting to watch 
Jesus change that person’s life as he grows spiritually.     

 
Conclusion:  I went to Mid-America Seminary.  One of our most beloved professors 
was Dr. Roy Beaman.  He had been with the seminary since it began, and before that 
he taught at New Orleans Seminary for many years.  Dr. Beaman was a scholar par 
excellence.  He had studied thirty-nine languages other than English, and he was also 
very knowledgeable in theology, church history, biblical archaeology, and a whole host 
of other studies.  Yet whenever he spoke in chapel or at a church, he wanted to be 
introduced simply as “Roy Beaman, a sinner saved by grace.” 
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One day Dr. Beaman was preaching in chapel, and he told the story of when God called 
him into the ministry.  He grew up on a farm, and he was plowing in the field one day 
when the call began to weigh on him heavily.  When he reached the end of a row, he 
stopped and bowed his head over his plow.  He said to God, “Lord, I can’t preach!”  He 
said the Lord spoke to him – not in an audible voice, but in his heart – and he told him, 
“I’m not asking you to preach.  I’m asking you to let Me use you!”  
Friends, that’s all God asks of any of us.  Be obedient and share the message of Christ 
with someone today.  You’ll be surprised at how God uses you!    
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