
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Real 
Relationships” these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the 
small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
Introduction: John, the Apostle, says that when he got to see into heaven, he saw 
streets paved with gold. Sounds like gold is a pretty common substance in heaven. And 
the fact that gold is what everyone is walking on would suggest that God doesn’t value it 
very highly. So what is it that God values? What is it that gets Him motivated and 
excited? We don’t have to guess because He tells us. It’s humanity. 

1. Human life has value because we are made in God’s image. (Gen. 1:26-31)  
God made us unique “in our image” (v. 26) The previous verses of chapter one 
rehearse the variety of animals that God placed in His creation. To none of them 
did God breathe the breath of life or make them in His image. 
 
God made us different “male and female” (v. 27) Both genders were needed in 
order to fulfill the plan that God had for them – producing children. Within Adam 
and Eve was the infinite genetic diversity necessary to produce the variety that 
we have in humanity today. The fact that one person is of a different gender or 
different variety than you doesn’t diminish their value. 
 
God made us good “it was very good” (v. 31) God’s evaluation of His work was 
before Adam and Eve had done anything – good or bad. Value isn’t determined 
by productivity or lack thereof. A couple of chapters later, Adam and Eve stopped 
being good, but they didn’t lose their value. That becomes clear from the 
requirement that God gave to protect it. 

 
2. Because human life has value, God protects it and expects us to protect it.  

(Gen. 9:1-7) 
We have greater value than animals “meat for you” (v. 3) God gave Adam and 
Eve, and by extension, all humanity the responsibility of tending the garden and 
ruling over – protecting – the animals. But after Noah got off the boat, animals 
became food. God placed animals on a lower level of value than humans. Part of 
the reason for this is that humans do not cease to exist after they die. God says 
we can kill animals. He says something different about humans. 
 
We do not have greater value than one another “blood be shed” (v. 6) 
These words came to Noah right after he got off the boat having survived a flood 
that killed approximately 99.99% of humanity. God sent that flood because of the 
overwhelming evil that was in the world and the violence that manifested that evil 
(Gen. 6:11, 13). It would appear that because of their actions, God didn’t value 
humanity anymore. He had thrown humanity under the boat, and onto the refuse 
pile. That’s what you do with trash – things that have no value to you. But two 
facts communicate that God did still value humanity. The first was that God 
rescued humanity through Noah and the boat he built. The second is that God 
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says that every man’s life is to be protected. No man had the right to determine 
when another man should die. God also said that no man had the right to 
determine when there were enough of us. 
 
We do not diminish our value through multiplication “bring forth abundantly” (v. 7) 
Humans determine value in weird ways. Age plays a huge factor, but its role can 
be confusing. In some cases, old is considered more valuable (i.e. antiques, 
paintings, coins), and new has little value (i.e. ideas, members). In other cases, 
new is considered more valuable (i.e. car, clothes) and age has less value (i.e. 
people). The rarer something is it seems, the more valuable it becomes. If an 
animal is about to become extinct, more effort and expense is exerted to 
preserve it than is used to save a human baby from abortion. The difference is 
that we have LOTS of babies and only a few humpback whales. Thankfully, God 
assesses value by a different system than humanity does and requires that all of 
humanity – no matter how many there are – must be protected. 
 

3. When human life is protected, it can accomplish its God-designed 
purpose. (Psalm 139:13-18) 
God beautifully purposed our bodies “fearfully and wonderfully made” (v. 13-14) 
“What is my purpose? Why am I here?” Purpose gives value. An automatic 
defibrillator will set you back a little over $1000. But to a person who is having a 
heart attack, it is invaluable. God designed our bodies for an invaluable purpose 
too – to honor Him (1 Cor. 6:20). So whenever we use our bodies for less than 
honorable purposes, it pains Him. We take what is valuable and make it as if it 
was common. Do you want to be treated like mama’s china or like a paper plate? 
One gets protected and proudly displayed, and the other gets used and 
discarded. 
 
God beautifully purposed our days “all my members were written” (v. 15-16) God 
not only laid out a body for you. He laid a pathway for you to follow. In one 
translation, the 2nd half of verse 16 says this: “Every moment was laid out before 
a single day had passed.” (NLT) Most things that you value, you have a plan for. 
God has a plan for us – to serve Him and to find joy by doing so. It’s not that God 
has pre-determined each of our days and that we have no choice, but that He 
has a particular destination that He wants us to reach because that is where He 
is. 
 
God beautifully purposed our spirits “with thee” (v. 17-18) I don’t know what 
comes to mind when you think about you. Maybe thoughts like that make you 
shudder. “I can’t blame them for leaving. I’d leave me if I could. Who would want 
to be around me?” God would. When God thinks about you, He thinks beautiful 
thoughts because He sees the you that you will become with His help. 
Apparently, God is like a new parent who just can’t help hovering over the crib 
and watching their new child breathe. God has a purpose for your spirit – to be 
with Him. In fact, He wants so much to be around you permanently that He 
purchased your body for His home. 

 
4. In order for us to fulfill our purpose, God paid the ultimate price. (1 Cor. 

6:19-20) 
God purchased us for His home “temple of the Holy Ghost” (v. 19) I’ve purchased 
a home for my family three times. In that process and because of our budget, I’ve 
gone into some homes that, shall we just say, needed a LOT of work. Maybe 
that’s the category that you would put yourself into. Maybe you have asked, “Who 
would want to live here?” You’ve probably heard of house flippers – those who 
purchase houses that have been foreclosed, trashed and otherwise discarded for 
the purpose of remodeling and selling them. These people have vision. They can 
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look past all the dirt and the holes in the walls and the water spots on the ceiling 
and see a beautiful finished product (Phil. 1:6). There are at least two differences 
between them and God. One, He doesn’t intend on selling you when He’s done. 
He wants to move in, and not when all the remodeling is complete, but right now 
in the midst of all the mess. And two, He’s not doing this for His own benefit, but 
for yours. But surely God must get something out of it. In the spirit of full 
disclosure, that must be admitted. He does receive something – glory. Much 
deserved glory. 

 
God purchased us for His glory “glorify God in your body” (v. 20) Again, you 
might ask, “How can God receive glory through my life?” It happens the same 
way for Him that it does for one of those house-flippers. You’ve probably seen 
some of the shows – Property Brothers, Flip or Flop, This Old House and Love it 
or List it. When the families come back in and see the work that has been done, 
it’s always the same. Shock. Praise. Thanks. Awe. Now do you understand how 
God can get glory? It’s not through what you are right now. It’s through what He, 
by His power, His grace, His wisdom and His love is going to make out of you. 
(Eph. 1:4-6) When the universe sees the finished product, all that they will be 
able to do is clap their hands in praise to Almighty God. For it is then that they 
will see that the value didn’t really rest in us but in the One who created, 
protected, purposed and fixed us. 
 

Conclusion: On Monday, May 11, 2015, more money was paid at auction for a single 
piece of artwork than ever previously – 179.4 million dollars. It was given to buy Pablo 
Picasso’s Les femme d’Alger. The previous owner had purchased it for 31.9 million. 
That’s quite an increase in value. Most people, obviously not art connoisseurs, would 
look at it and wonder if their kindergartner could take to art and net them a hefty sum. 
Many would expect to find something like it at a garage sale for a buck. I guess it takes 
someone with a certain eye to be able to see beauty where others just see a jumbled 
mess. It has been said after all that “beauty is in the eye of the beholder.” 
 What do you see when you look in the mirror? What do you see when you look at 
the person in the next cubicle? Maybe you don’t see much. But understand this. Value 
is not determined by intrinsic worth, but by what someone is willing to pay. And when 
you were on the auction block, God bid His only Son. I’d say that makes you the highest 
priced and most valuable item ever. 
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