
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Real 
Relationships, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  Respect the authorities God has placed in your life. 
Introduction:  I had an uncle who worked as a foreman for a furniture company.  He 
had a cap on which was printed the following words: “Rule #1: The boss is always right.  
Rule #2: When the boss is wrong, see rule #1.”  When it comes to respecting authority, 
most people will agree that’s a bit of an overstatement.  My Dad had a more realistic 
perspective.  He once told me, “Your boss isn’t always right, but he’s still the boss.”  
Dad was a career soldier, so he understood authority.  Sometimes he had to work under 
officers that he did not particularly like, and some that were quite incompetent.  
Nevertheless, they were his superiors, and he was obliged to respect them.  
God has placed certain authority figures in our lives, and we are obliged to respect 
these figures even when they’re wrong.  That doesn’t mean we never disagree with 
them, nor does it mean we shouldn’t try to talk sense to them when they are genuinely 
wrong.  It does mean that we always treat them with the proper courtesy, and obey their 
instructions as much as possible.      

I. A unique chance. 
 
A. Saul was in pursuit of David. 

1. He had become jealous of David’s popularity. 
a. David had slain Goliath, and had also become very popular among 

the people of Israel. 
b. Saul was afraid David would take away his kingdom. 

2. His jealousy had become an obsession. 
a. Part of his anger may have been rooted in guilt (1 Sam. 15:26-29). 
b. Saul was also troubled by “an evil spirit from the Lord.” 

• Why would God send anyone an evil spirit?  Scholars debate his 
question, but the most likely answer is this was a judgment from God 
for Saul’s disobedience.  

3. He went into a cave to “cover his feet”. 
a. “Cover his feet” was probably a euphemism for a bowel movement. 
b. David and his men happened to be hiding in that same cave. 

B. David crept behind Saul and cut off the edge of his robe. 
1. This was an act of defiance. 

a. It defiled Saul’s garment (Num. 15:38-39; Deut. 22:12). 
b. It symbolized an invalidation of Saul’s authority. 
c. After David committed this act, he immediately regretted it. 

2. We could easily argue that David had good reason to kill Saul. 
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a. Saul was trying to kill him, so this could easily have been seen as 
an act of self-defense. 

b. David had already been anointed Saul’s successor. 
3. David forbade his men to strike Saul. 

a. Saul was still the duly anointed king of Israel. 
b. Though Samuel had already anointed David as Saul’s successor, it 

was not yet time for him to claim the throne. 
• One of my professors in seminary had a favorite saying that – if I 

remember correctly – he attributed to Bob Jones, Sr.: “It is never right 
to do wrong to do right.” 

C. Who are some important authority figures we should respect? 
1. Political leaders (1 Peter 2:13-15). 
2. Family structures (Ephesians 6:1-4). 
3. Employers (Ephesians 6:5-8). 

 
II. A unique chastisement. 

 
A. After Saul left the cave, David called after him. 

1. He assured Saul he had no intention of harming him. 
a. He showed Saul the proper respect by bowing down and 

addressing him as “my lord”. 
b. Saul very likely shuddered at the thought that he had actually been 

in the cave with David. 
2. He would not kill Saul because he was the Lord’s anointed. 

a. Our respect for authority is rooted in respect for God. 
b. Civil government is ordained by God, and must be respected. 
c. We must show respect to legitimate authority even when it is in the 

wrong (though we are not to do wrong ourselves). 
B. He showed Saul the piece of his robe that he had cut off. 

1. He had proven his loyalty and respect for Saul. 
a. He could have killed him easily, but chose not to do so. 
b. He was confident that the Lord would be the final judge. 

2. The incident humbled Saul, albeit temporarily. 
a. He wept and acknowledged David was a better man than he was. 
b. He returned home, though he would take up his pursuit of David 

again in the near future. 
C. What happens when you show proper respect for authority? 

1. Those in authority are more likely to respect you. 
2. Other people will be more likely to respect your authority. 
3. You will silence your accusers (1 Peter 2:15).   

 
Conclusion: When I was a college student, I had a job on campus.  There was one 
professor at the department where I worked who was not known to be a friendly man.  
He was widely disliked by both students and staff.  I didn’t exactly know what to think of 
him, but my parents had always taught me to respect authority, so I was determined to 
treat him with respect.  I made sure I always said, “Yes, sir” and “No, sir” to him, and I 
tried to carry out his directions to the letter.  Over time he began to notice, and he began 
to make conversation when he would see me on campus.  We found that we had a few 
things in common – such as a love of history – and these often became topics of 
conversation.  One night he even invited me out to dinner.  I was unable to accept due 
to a prior commitment, but I appreciated the invitation nonetheless. 
When you respect authority, will they always respect you in return?  Not necessarily, but 
I can practically guarantee this: they will never respect you if you don’t respect them.  
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Whether they return the courtesy or not is beside the point.  We should respect authority 
out of obedience to God.  He will notice, and He will bless you for it.  
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