
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Real 
Relationships” these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the 
small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction:  On Sept. 5, 2015, then-17-year-old Cameron and 22-year-old 
Christopher Ervin served their parents Xanax-spiked cocktails at the family's home near 
Snellville, Ga. They then waited for their parents to fall asleep, cut a gas line and 
attempted to blow the house up before going back in to beat their mother, Yvonne, with 
a rifle and stab their father, Zachary, more than 10 times. In green jumpsuits and 
chains, Christopher and Cameron stood in front of a podium on November 7, 2016. 
Christopher, the older, bulkier brother, spoke first. He apologized to the court and 
everyone in it. He'd been in a bad place that day and for several years before it, he 
said, addicted to drugs and alcohol. Cameron, the younger, more eloquent brother, said 
much of the same. He was regretful and remorseful and didn't know how it had 
happened, and wanted to spend the rest of his life "showing God how grateful I am that 
he spared them" — "them" being the parents he and his brother had tried to kill. "During 
my time that I have spent in the Gwinnett County Detention Center fighting this case, 
I've spent two birthdays in here," he said. "I've had at least one visit a week, which is at 
least 60 visits, with my parents, one on one. Thirty minutes a visit. That's over just a 
day, two days spent talking to one another. And I realize how much I love them. And I 
realize how much they love me." – Tyler Estep, AJC.com, “Gwinnett brothers plead 
guilty, get 20 years in parents' brutal attack” 
 David understood what these parents went through. Absalom was trying to get 
his throne, and he was willing to kill David to get it. When his son, who was supposed to 
stand by him, did not, there was a friend who did. 

1. A true friend is present when you are at your lowest point. “Hushai came to 
meet him” (15:32)  
Hushai wasn’t just present physically. He was present emotionally. The passage 
says that Hushai’s coat was “rent” and that he had “earth upon his head”. (v. )He 
was following the biblical mandate to “weep with those who weep” (Rom. 12:15). 
He felt David’s pain with him. David was on the run because his favorite son, 
Absalom, had stolen his throne and was trying to kill him. You don’t get much 
lower than that. Some of those who claimed to be David’s friends, Mephibosheth 
among others, had chosen to align themselves with David’s son. David wrote in 
the book of Psalms of what it was like to be betrayed (Psalm 41:9). That was 
prophetic of Jesus, but it was a reality in David’s life. A friend’s presence during 
difficult days is the true test of their friendship, because it is then that you have 
nothing to offer and that they have nothing to gain. A friend who sticks with you 
no matter what is something to be treasured. And even if you don’t have a friend 
who sticks with you, Jesus wants to be that friend, the friend that sticks closer 
than a brother (Prov. 18:24). 
  But what about when your friend sends you away? 
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2. A true friend listens when what you say is not what they want to hear. 

“return to the city” (15:33-37) 
David probably wanted Hushai to be with him, but he knew that the chances of 
being victorious were greatly enhanced if Hushai went back to Jerusalem and 
followed his plan. Hushai wanted to go with him, but David said that Hushai 
would be a burden to him (probably because of his age or some other physical 
limitation [19:35]). That’s not what you want to hear from your friend. Besides, 
David allowed others to go with him (15:19-22). It would be easy to question why 
them and not him. David knew where Hushai’s strengths lay…and his 
weaknesses. Friends know that about each other. Hushai staying with David 
would have created a deficit greater than any benefit his presence would have 
gained. If the plan worked, they would be re-united anyway. But it still wasn’t 
easy to hear…or do. It was another test of their friendship. Hushai passed. 
  Jonathon too had been willing to separate from David for David’s benefit. 
This time, it was Jonathon’s idea. “If I stay with you, I’ll hold you back. I can be of 
greater benefit if I go back.” Jesus told Mary Magdalene to let go of Him so that 
He could go back to His Father (Jn. 20:17). Are you willing to say goodbye to a 
friend for the friend’s benefit? What if you never see each other again? Are you 
willing to sacrifice the relationship for the benefit of the person? It may be 
necessary in order for your friend to be safe or for your friend to reach their full 
potential. 
 

3. A true friend is loyal when betrayal could work for his benefit. “the counsel 
of Hushai is better” (17:14) 

 
Absalom accused Hushai of betraying David. That’s what it looked like. There 
may still have been people in the area that were loyal to David and thought 
Hushai a traitor for his words not knowing his motivation. Though the Bible does 
not condone the deception that Hushai perpetrated, it does hold up his loyalty as 
a great example. Hushai was willing to have his reputation dirtied for the sake of 
his friend. He was willing to lose even more than that.  

Absalom knew the friendship that David and Hushai had experienced 
(16:17). He was probably a little suspicious of Hushai and where his loyalties lay, 
but the good advice that Hushai gave in opposition to Ahithophel caused him to 
believe that Hushai was in fact loyal to him. Ahithophel held a high position as 
advisor to the king. But more significant than that, he had a high reputation. His 
advice was considered to be so wise and so beneficial that it was as if he spoke 
the very words of God. David and his troops were more fearful of Ahithophel’s 
ability to strategize than they were of the armies of Israel (15:31). But now, 
Hushai’s advice had been received with more favor than that of Ahithophel. This 
was Hushai’s opportunity to capitalize. It created a job opening. Ahithophel 
committed suicide soon after this, and there was no better candidate than 
Hushai. He risked nothing and gained everything by NOT reporting to David; He 
risked everything if he did report. Which would you choose? David had already 
had so many that betrayed him. Hushai would just be one more on the list. But 
he refused to put his needs above those of his friend. 
 

4. A true friend is willing to put himself in danger for others. “tell David” (17:15-
21) 
Hushai first went against Ahithophel, who was considered the voice of God, to 
give counsel that would be favorable to David. That was dangerous. That’s like 
playing chess against Garry Kasparov or getting in the ring with Muhammed Ali. 
Then he made sure that David got the information he needed in order to get to a 
safe place. In order to do so, He had to involve other friends of David in his 
mission and their sons. Do you have a friendship that is so deep that you would 
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endanger your children – or your friend’s children – for someone else? That’s the 
kind of friend that Hushai was to David. 
  Though the text does not say, when Absalom came back from following 
Hushai’s advice, he was probably confused, frustrated and angry. David was 
already gone when he got there. Hushai’s advice had sounded so good. Absalom 
looked like a fool in front of Israel’s armies during his first military campaign. First 
impressions were so important. He demanded an answer. It wouldn’t have taken 
much time or work to figure it out. Absalom knew something about deception, 
planning and patience. He had worked for two years to orchestrate the death of 
his brother. Hushai’s messengers had been seen, identified and reported to 
Absalom. Hushai was, in fact, David’s friend and had betrayed Absalom. Hushai 
was willing to go all the way and die for his friend. That may very well have 
happened because there is no record of him beyond this point. Are your friends 
willing to put their lives in danger for you? What about you for them? 

 
5. A true friend does what is right without thought of recognition or reward. 

“Baanah the son of Hushai” (1 Kings 4:16) 
David was eventually victorious over his son. Many of the people who helped 
David in this difficult time are mentioned and rewarded at the end of the whole 
ordeal. Hushai is not. It seems kind of odd because he put himself in greater 
danger and was probably of greater benefit to David than anyone else. Maybe 
Absalom did kill him. We don’t know. But we do know this. Hushai didn’t do what 
he did in order to get recognition. He did it out of love and loyalty. That qualifies 
him as a great friend. 

Conclusion: Most people never get to experience the kind of friendship where 
someone would be willing to die for you. David got to experience it twice – first with 
Jonathon and then with Hushai. David was a blessed man. That is true of anyone who 
has that kind of friend or is that kind of friend. 
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