
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Real 
Relationships, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  Strong friendships thrive because of shared commitment. 
Introduction: When I was a college student, I served as a summer missionary in 
Gatlinburg, Tennessee.  We ministered in the campgrounds in the Gatlinburg and 
Pigeon Forge areas, and among other things we led day camps for children.  One day I 
was teaching the Bible lesson, and it was about David and Jonathan.  I began by asking 
the children if they had any friends.  We had a rather precocious little boy in the group 
who was about four years old, and he immediately spoke up: “I have lots of friends.  
People like me because they think I’m cute – because I am!” 
That was over thirty years ago.  I don’t know whatever became of that little fellow, but I 
hope he has learned more about friendship since then!  There’s more to friendship than 
having people admire your physical beauty or your cuteness.  The strongest kind of 
friendship is based on a commitment to the well-being of each other.  What are the 
characteristics of that kind of friendship? 

I. A selfless friendship. 
 
A. Jonathan developed a great love for David. 

1. In our overly sexualized society, some have argued that this 
relationship was more than platonic. Obviously there is nothing in 
Scripture that would indicate such a thing and much that would argue 
against. Rather, it is an indication of our lack understanding of godly 
friendship. 

2. David and Jonathan had much in common as friends often do. 
B. Jonathan made a covenant with David. 

1. He loved David “as he loved himself”.   
a. Since Jonathan was considerably older than David, he may have 

thought of David as a son. 
b. Love puts others ahead of oneself. 

2. He gave David his robe, his armor, his sword, and his bow. 
a. His robe was his princely garment.  He recognized David as the 

legitimate heir to Saul’s throne. 
b. His armor, sword, and bow were equipment for war.  He may have 

even taught David how to use them in combat. 
C. Proverbs 18:24 says, “A man who hath friends must show himself 

friendly.”  What are some ways we can demonstrate true friendship? 
1. By loving our neighbors as ourselves (Gal. 5:14). 
2. By showing humility toward each other (Phil. 2:3-4). 

Sermon Series:  Real Relationships 
To be used with:  Session 2: Forge True Friendships 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  A Model of True Friendship; What is a True 

Friend?; Friendship That Lasts  
Scripture:  1 Samuel 18:1-4: 19:4-7; 20:10-13 
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II. A loyal friendship. 

 
A. Jonathan was willing to take a risk for David. 

1. Saul had already determined to kill David. 
a. He was jealous of David’s victories. 
b. He feared David would take over his kingdom (18:7-9). 

2. Jonathan went to Saul on David’s behalf. 
a. David had not sinned against Saul. 
b. He had risked his life for Saul’s sake. 

3. Jonathan’s intervention was risky. 
a. Saul had already thrown his spear at David (18:10-12). 
b. He instructed Jonathan and all of his servants to kill David (19:1). 

B. Saul promised not to kill David. 
1. “As the Lord liveth” – This was a sacred oath on Saul’s part. 

a. Saul may very well have been sincere in making this promise, but 
he was troubled by an evil spirit. 

b. Jonathan took Saul at his word, and brought David back into their 
household. 

2. Unfortunately, Saul’s jealousy soon reared its head again. 
a. David won a major victory over the Philistines. 
b. Saul once again tried to kill David. 

C. How can you show loyalty to your friends? 
1. By defending them from unfair accusations. 
2. By helping them in time of need. 

 
III. A protective friendship. 

 
A. David proposed a test to see if all was well between him and Saul. 

1. When David didn’t show up at mealtime, Jonathan was to tell Saul that 
he had gone to Bethlehem. 

2. When Jonathan told Saul he had given David permission to go to 
Bethlehem, Saul flew into a rage. 
a. He called Jonathan a “son of the perverse rebellious woman.” 
b. When Jonathan tried to calm Saul down, Saul threw a spear at him. 
c. Jonathan was so upset by Saul’s behavior that he couldn’t eat. 

B. The next morning, Jonathan sent David a prearranged signal to flee. 
1. Jonathan fired an arrow, and sent a boy to find it. 

a. Jonathan called out, “Is not the arrow beyond thee?”  David knew 
this meant he had to flee. 

b. After Jonathan sent the boy back to the city, he met with David and 
bid him a proper farewell. 

2. David never forgot Jonathan’s kindness even after he had died. 
a. He showed kindness to Jonathan’s son, Mephibosheth (2 Samuel 

9:1-13). 
b. When David had to execute some of Saul’s descendants, he 

spared Mephibosheth (2 Samuel 21:7). 
 
Conclusion: Ravi Zacharias tells the story of when he was a seminary student, and 
one of his professors was lecturing about love.  The professor said, “Love is hard work.”  
Zacharias took exception to that statement.  He told the professor that God gives us the 
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capacity to love, so it just comes naturally.  The professor looked at him and said, 
“Zacharias, are you married?”  Zacharias admitted he was not.  The professor said, 
“Then sit down and shut up.  You don’t know what you’re talking about!”  Ravi Zacharias 
said a year later he did get married, and he soon learned a very painful truth: love is 
hard work! 
Love is hard work in other relationships besides marriage.  Most of us have known the 
pain of “fair weather friends” – people who seem to be our friends during good times, 
but who abandon us the minute trouble strikes.  A true friend will stay with you in good 
times and bad.  That kind of friendship involves hard work and sacrifice.  If those are the 
kind of friends you want, then you must learn to be that kind of friend to others.  Can 
others count you as a true friend? 
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