
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Real 
Relationships, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  Base every relationship on the unconditional love of Christ. 
Introduction: Years ago, not long after I finished seminary, I attended a conference on 
spiritual awakening led by Henry Blackaby.  If you’ll recall, he was the author of a study 
called Experiencing God, which was very popular in those days (and still is!).  At the end 
of one of the sessions, he took questions from the audience.  A college student went to 
one of the microphones and asked her question.  She explained that she was a new 
believer, and she was grateful for what God had done for her through her Christ.  Then 
she asked this question, “How can I pay God back?”  I didn’t doubt that her heart was in 
the right place, but I had to chuckle at her question.  The thought of repaying God for 
His goodness to us is downright absurd.  If we were capable of repaying Him, it would 
have been unnecessary for Jesus to die. 
On the other hand, I must also say that I appreciate the young lady’s perspective.  Even 
though we can never repay God for what He has done, we can still show Him our 
gratitude.  How can we do that?  The Lord Jesus told us in the fifteenth chapter of John.  
He knew He would be leaving His disciples soon.  The next day He would die on the 
cross, and shortly after His resurrection He would return to heaven.  He explained how 
His disciples could continue to show Him their love after He was gone.     

I. The importance of Christ’s love. 
 
A. Jesus loves us just as much as the Father loves Him. 

1. Jesus and the Father are the same, yet different. 
a. They are the same God in essence, but different Persons. 
b. Human intellect can never understand the mystery of the Trinity. 

2. How great is His love for us? 
a. Jesus is worthy of the Father’s love, but we are not. 
b. He loves us in spite of our unworthiness.   

B. We abide in His love by obeying Him. 
1. What does it mean to “abide” in Christ’s love? 

a. In verse four, Jesus told His disciples, “Abide in me.”  That means 
having Him as your constant companion. 

b. Abiding in Christ’s love goes along with abiding in Christ.  We live 
with a consciousness that He loves us and we love Him.   

2. The more we obey Him, the more we demonstrate that we love Him – 
and the more we love Him, the more we obey Him. 
 

II. The example of Christ’s love. 
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A. He commanded us to love each other as He has loved us. 

1. How much did Jesus love us? 
a. He loves us in spite of our faults and failures. 
b. He loved us enough to lay down His life for us. 

2. How do we show our love for Jesus? 
a. By loving one another. 
b. By spreading His message of good news. 

B. He calls us His friends. 
1. We are both servants and friends. 

a. He still has authority over us. 
b. Our love for Him motivates us to obey Him. 

2. What does it mean to be a friend of Jesus? 
a. “The servant knows not what his lord does” – A master does not 

have to justify himself to his slaves. 
b. Jesus does not have to explain Himself to us, but He has chosen to 

tell us His plans (and include us in them) because we are His 
friends. 

 
III. The duty of Christ’s love. 

 
A. The basis of our duty. 

1. He has chosen us. 
a. This does not annul our obligation to trust in Jesus as our Lord and 

Savior (Romans 10:9). 
b. We could never have chosen Him if He had not chosen us. 

2. He has appointed us.   
a. He did not choose us so we can sit back and take it easy.  He has 

given us a job to do. 
b. All of Jesus’ followers are called to serve Him, regardless of their 

ability or circumstances.   
B. The details of our duty. 

1. To “bring forth fruit”. 
a. We are to show Christ through our transformed lives. 
b. We are to bring others to faith in Him. 

2. To pray in His name. 
3. To love one another. 

 
Conclusion: In the middle of my sophomore year in high school, my family moved from 
Memphis to Bethel Springs, Tennessee.  We had lived in Memphis since I was a year 
old, so this was my first experience moving.  My Dad and I were cleaning out a storage 
room, and he came across a picture I had never seen before.  It showed a group of 
soldiers in uniform.  I asked Dad what it was, and he said it was his old World War II 
outfit.  Dad looked at the picture for a few seconds before he put it away, and I could tell 
he was in deep thought.  I knew combat was not one of his favorite subjects, so I didn’t 
ask any questions.  I’m sure some of the men in that picture didn’t return home, and 
Dad very likely saw several of them die. 
It’s always humbling to think of the many people who have shed their blood to keep our 
country free.  How much more humbling is it to think that God’s own Son shed His blood 
to secure our eternal salvation!  How can anyone not love a Savior like that?  If we truly 
love Him, we will love what He loves – and He has commanded us to love one another. 
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