
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Broken 
Vessels, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small 
group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: You’ve likely heard the story of the super-spiritual guy who climbed the 
roof of his house and trusted God to rescue him. A neighbor came with a canoe and the 
man rejected it because he was sure God would save him. He also rejects a police boat 
and a helicopter. Each time saying that he knew God would save him. Eventually he 
drowned and when he stood before God, he questioned the Lord’s provision.  “Lord, 
why am I hear in heaven? I pray for you to save me, I trusted you to save me from that 
flood.” To which the Lord responded, “Yes, you did my child. And I sent you a canoe, a 
boat and a helicopter, but you never got in.”  
That illustration has been used in several different ways to show how believers can 
sometimes have their heads so far in the clouds that they ignore God’s provision right in 
front of their face. The same thing happens with missions. We desire to be epic and to 
do epic things. We post big quotes like, “Expect great things from God, attempt great 
things for God” and yet don’t read the Bible with our own children. It doesn’t take doing 
epic things to make a difference in the kingdom. Often the best place for us to minister 
is in our own backyard.  

The early disciple Matthew understood this. Jesus’ call to follow led Matthew into a den 
of tax collectors—his fellow co-workers.  

1. The transformation of Matthew 
Levi was a Jew. And he was also a tax collector. This made him a despicable sell out. 
Nobody likes paying taxes, but it was even more despised in first century Capernaum. 
There were two types of tax collectors. The first type was the general tax collectors—
they collected things like property tax, income tax, and poll tax. These were a fixed rate 
and usually collected by Romans. The second type of tax collector was the one who 
would tax everything. (This was somewhat similar to our sales tax today but it wasn’t a 
fixed rate). The way these tax collectors made their money was in whatever they could 
squeeze out of the people. They’d give what was due to Rome and then pocket the rest. 
The more corrupt they were the more money they could make. Rome didn’t care what 
kind of tax these locals charged so long as they got their cut.  
Matthew was the second type of tax collector. Now some of these types of tax collectors 
would be like a chief tax collector they’d hire others to do their dirty biding. If you 
remember Zaccheus he was one of these. But not Matthew. Matthew was one of the 
little guys who did his own thing—who set up his own lemonade stand and milked his 
own people out of their hard earned dollars.  
Matthew lived in a world marked by legalism. Even if he wanted to repent—there is no 
way that he could live up to those expectations. He was a bum. He’d always be a bum. 
And Matthew was probably just as much a legalist as the Pharisees but he had given up 

Sermon Series:  Broken Vessels: How God Uses Imperfect People 
To be used with:  Session Six: Right Here, Right Now 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  What Transforms Tax Collectors, Tax 

Collector to Party Host 
Scripture: Mark 2:13-17 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

on the game. His identity was now that of a sinner. The world was divided into two 
categories the righteous and sinners. Matthew fell into the latter category. The righteous 
were the ones who worked hard to follow God. The sinners are the ones who didn’t. We 
see this in verse 16. The word for “sinners” is one that really just means common folk—
those people who don’t give themselves to studying the Torah 24/7. These are the 
“less-thans”, the outcasts, the ones who fail every religious test.  
But Jesus blows that system up. Yes, there are still categories of righteous and 
sinners—but God is the only one in the righteous category. And everyone else is in the 
category of sinner. In order to be made righteous it doesn’t happen through effort it 
happens through union with Christ. You see this in Jesus’ calling of Matthew. He calls 
him to “follow Himself”. It is through this union that Matthew will be cleansed.  

2. Matthew’s missional response  
Not being a tax collector is part of Matthew’s transformation. Notice that he leaves the 
tax collectors booth. And so there isn’t a “follow me” without real heart change and 
repentance. But there is something to this—Jesus is willing to be positively identified 
with this tax collector. This tax collector is becoming one of his followers. Jesus isn’t 
simply into moral reform he is after total transformation.  
And the transformed heart always goes straight to mission. Matthew starts sharing the 
gospel with his buddies. Grace always goes before a message on evangelism. If you 
get grace—if you get transformed like Matthew did—you cannot help but tell your 
friends about Jesus.  
Why does Matthew invite tax collectors and sinners to his party? Because that is all he 
knows. This is what happens—Jesus gets ahold of somebody and that somebody goes 
back to the world they know, the people they know, and they begin working to transform 
that world with the gospel of Jesus. It isn’t usually flashy. Seldom do they immediately 
go off to a foreign mission field. Usually it’s just being faithful and transformed in the life 
you were living before Jesus showed up.  
Conclusion:  
Sinners and tax collectors like Matthew have no hope of ever becoming righteous. But 
the problem is, neither do the Pharisees and scribes. They too are sinners but they 
don’t have the capacity to see it. You see, legalism doesn’t change the world. You want 
to know what will change the world? It isn’t do good, try harder, etc. Legalism just simply 
doesn’t work. It will never change the Matthews and Levi’s of the world. And it won’t 
change the heart of the Pharisee either. Only the gospel will do this. And only the 
gospel is powerful enough to send us on mission.  
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