
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call 
to a Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had 
given them he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small 
group material is called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Broken 
Vessels, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: In the same museum where Michelangelo’s David stands are four 
partially finished figures originally intended to use in a massive monument on the tomb 
of Pope Julius but midway in the project Michelangelo decided not to use them. One 
has a hand protruding here, a torso of a man there, a leg, part of a head, but none are 
finished. Theodore Roder, the author, looked on these four figures that Michelangelo 
called “The Captives” and was deeply moved by what he saw. He wrote, “When I looked 
at those partial figures, they stirred up in me a deep longing to be completed—an ache 
to be set free from that which distorts and disfigures, imprisons and inhibits my 
humanness, my wholeness. But as with those statues, I cannot liberate myself. For that 
I need the hand of another.” 
 
No matter how hard we try to free ourselves, we never can quite pull it off. Like those 
figures of Michelangelo, we cannot break the chains that bind us and experience the 
fullness of being. We cannot achieve for ourselves the completion that was in the 
Creator’s mind when He brought us into being. We need the hand of another to free us 
and restore us to completeness.  
 
Jesus once set a captive free. He was a deranged madman, dangerous and demon 
possessed. Satan’s foul forces had driven him to violence. He would cry out like a wild 
dog howling at the moon. The caves among the tombs of a cemetery were his home. 
His family did not know what to do with him. Society did not know how to cure him. So, 
they bound him with chains, but he broke the chains. He ripped off his clothes and cut 
himself with rocks. He was like a rabid dog on the loose, a menace to society. He was 
absolutely no good to anyone. He had no home. He had no family. No one loved him. 
No one wanted him—except Jesus. 
 
 

1. Jesus met him (vv.1-2). 
 
The meeting took place in Gerasenes, seven-and-one-half miles across the lake from 
Galilee. The Hellenistic cities of the Decapolis occupied this area. It had long been 
considered evil. The people living here were descendants of the despised worshipers of 
Baal, with their perverted sexual practices, child sacrifices, and Asherah worship. They 
sacrificed pigs to their god—pigs, the symbol of evil. The other side of Galilee was the 
home of pagans, pigs, Gentiles—and Romans, no less.  
 
Jesus went to the land of evil for a reason—a lunatic man that everyone else feared. 
Jesus looked beyond the crazed eyes, the matted hair, the filthy skin, the bloody wrists, 
the foul smell, the self-inflicted wounds, and the ranting and raving. Jesus saw a man in 
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need of a Savior. A captive in need of a Deliverer. A madman in needed a cure. A 
broken soul in need of restoration.  
 
The next time you feel that you are beyond Jesus’ reach, just remember that He was 
willing to cross a lake during a storm to go where few dared go to save a madman from 
destruction. If He was willing to do it then, He is willing to do it now. No matter how far 
you have fallen, or desperate you are, Jesus is ready and willing to meet you. He knows 
the way to the other side. 
 
 

2. Jesus cured him (vv. 8-13). 
 
When Jesus met him, instead of attacking Jesus the madman fell at Jesus’ feet like a 
slave before his master. Jesus ordered the evil spirits out of him. “Come of the man, you 
unclean spirit!” (v. 8). There was no debate or argument or confusion as to who this was 
standing strong and courageously before the demoniac. For the forces of evil could not 
deny Jesus’ identity.  
 
“What is your name?” (Jesus) asked him, “My name is Legion,” he answered him (v. 9). 
 
A Roman legion was six thousand men strong. The demonic force stationed within this 
man’s soul was formidable, but in the presence of Jesus they cowered away. Instead of 
being sent into the abyss, the demons requested to be exorcised into the herd of pigs. 
Though they had reaped fear and havoc on a region, they begged for mercy from 
Jesus. His presence reduced them to groveling weaklings.  
 
Jesus granted their request. They threw themselves into the herd of swine. And, 
immediately, the possessed pigs rushed head long over the cliffs and into the jaws of 
the waiting sea below, killing the entire herd.  
 
What society could not do, Jesus does in an instant. He transformed a lunatic. He 
rescued a fallen person. He set free a prisoner. He changed a madman into a model 
citizen. He made a disciple in a cemetery. 
 
 

3. Jesus restored him (vv. 14-15). 
 
Because of the encounter with Jesus, this man who was once self-destructive, was now 
self-controlled. He was once naked and intimidating, but now was clothed and gentle. 
He was once isolated from people, but now was integrated into society. He was once 
mentally and spiritually tormented, but now was in his right mind. He was once destined 
for hell, but now was a child of heaven. 
 
It took years for Satan to whittle this man’s life down to such a tormented state; it took 
Jesus moments to restore it. Jesus is the great Restorer. His desire is to give back what 
Satan has stolen. His plan is to fix what the enemy has broken. 
 
 

4. Jesus commissioned him (vv. 18-20). 
 
Jesus gave him a mission. “Go home to your own people, and report to them how much 
the Lord has done for you and how he has had mercy on you” (v. 19). He was a 
madman turned missionary with no training, no teaching, no seminars, and no books. 
As Max Lucado wrote, “All he knew was that Jesus could scare the hell out of hell and 
apparently that was enough.” A man that one moment was a basket case was 
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commissioned to deliver the greatest message of all. A man that was washed up and 
used up by society became the first missionary Jesus commissioned. A man that by 
human accounts was worthless became useful. 
 
And, he got it. He got what Jesus was trying to demonstrate to His disciples. He got it 
that Jesus was God. Notice, the terminology shift. Jesus instructed the man to “report 
how much the Lord has done for you” (v. 19) and “he went out and began to proclaim in 
the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him” (v. 20). He realized that Jesus and 
God were one.  
 
God restored him. But not merely to dress him up. He restored him to do a task. The 
word restore was used in Biblical times to describe the mending of a fisherman’s nets in 
order to be useful the next day. It paints the picture of putting people back into workable 
and useable shape. In other words, putting them back on their feet again into useable 
and workable condition so they can accomplish the purpose in which they were 
intended. 
   
Conclusion: If you are living with a sense of desperation, if your life has been marred 
by Satan’s invasion, if a certain sin is so deeply rooted that deliverance seems 
impossible, if you have given up on your future, let me remind you that if Jesus could 
restore a madman living in a graveyard, He can do it for you. And, He can do it right 
here, right now. 
 
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor and author, living in South Carolina. 


