
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Broken 
Vessels, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: Diane, a sales manager for a major food company, was walking down the 
hallway of her office building when she noticed a sales associate sobbing alone in a 
corner. Diane didn’t know the girl very well and hesitated momentarily. But she decided 
to do something rather than pass by, even though she felt uncomfortable as to what to 
do and how to do it. Intuitively she walked over and put her arm on the girl’s shoulder. 
While the girl sobbed quietly, Diane stood there and said nothing. She stayed alongside 
for fifteen minutes or so, still saying nothing. After the sobbing subsided, Diane 
continued to offer herself as a potential listener in case her colleague wanted to talk. 
Her reaching out in silent friendship prompted the sales associate to say, “Thanks for 
being with me. Thanks for helping me.” 
 
There are a lot of hurting people in the world. People with depression, kids who are 
driving their parents up a wall by exploring drugs and illicit sex, husbands who are 
cheating on their wives, single adults with financial woes, stemming from bad 
investments and a consumptive lifestyle.   
 
What hurting people need is someone like Diane who will come alongside them and 
show them that they care. The Bible calls this action comfort. Comfort is a key word in 2 
Corinthians, especially in this text. The word means more than mere sympathy. It 
communicates the idea of one person standing alongside another to encourage and to 
support as a friend.  
 
 

1. God models comfort (vv. 2-4). 
  

Paul reminded his readers of four things that God has a monopoly on: 
• Grace—referring here to God’s sustaining grace, not His saving grace. 
• Peace—referring here to peace of God not peace with God. Note the order, one 

must receive God’s grace before he or she can experience His peace. 
• Mercies—referring to God not giving us what we deserve. Sometimes this word 

is translated compassion. Like a father who cares for his children, God does far 
more. 

• Comfort—referring to God coming alongside of us to help us in our weakness, 
lightens our load, and carries our troubles. 

 
God sees us in our burdens, sees us in our difficulties, sees us in our hard times, and, 
He, the God of the Universe, comes and takes the load off and carries it himself. 
 
All is another key word in these verses. “The God of all comfort. He comforts us in all 
our affliction” (vv. 3-4). He embraces all comfort, and He comforts all our troubles. That 
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means when you are sick, He is by your bedside. When you run out of money, He is 
there in your poverty. When you are abused and despised, He is with you when no one 
else will stand beside you. And, when you walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, He leads you by the hand and walks you through.  
 

2. God expects His people to comfort others (v. 4). 
 
God comforts us so we might comfort others. The comfort we receive from God is so 
that we might comfort others.  
 
God does not comfort us merely to make us comfortable, but to make us a comforter to 
others. We care for others because God has cared for us. We are helped by God so 
that we might become God’s instrument of help to others. God gives us a special 
assignment: to come alongside those who are hurting, to reach out and touch them in 
the same way the God of all comfort has reached out and touched us.  
 
God allows some things to come to you and to me so that after He has comforted us, 
we might then go and lift the burden from someone else. Our afflictions soften our 
hearts so that when we have received God’s comfort it’s easy for us to pass it along to 
someone else.  
 
In his book, Take Care, C. W. Brister explained caring as a “helpful response to 
humanity’s hurt and search for wholeness,” involving “supportive action on behalf of 
another.” He added, “Christian caregiving presupposes a context of risky investment 
and of involvement in bold mission ventures because life matters. Care is the 
fundamental capacity to cherish a person, family, group, idea, program, or cause to the 
degree that one acts willingly in the object’s behalf.” 
 
Comforting is more than sentiment. It’s an attitude of concern and compassion that 
motivates personal ministry to a hurting person.   
 
Oliver Wendell Holmes said, “Physicians rarely cure, often relieve, but always comfort.” 
The statement could be reworded to read: “Christians rarely cure, often relieve, but 
always comfort.” 
 
The warmth of human comfort is poignantly expressed in the movie The Elephant Man. 
The grotesquely disfigured elephant man asks hopefully of the medical doctor, “Can you 
cure me?” With deep concern the doctor answers, “No, but we can care for you.”   
 

3. As suffering overflows, even more does comfort (vv. 5-6). 
  
Just as suffering overflows in our lives, so does comfort. The greater the suffering, the 
greater the comfort. The greater the comfort, the more I have to share with others.  
 
Suffering qualifies us to minister to others. Because of our suffering we identify with 
hurting people. We know their pain because we have experienced pain. We know their 
sorrow because we have lost loved ones, too. We know their sadness because life’s 
misfortunes have greeted us, as well. 
 
Real comforting cannot take place until we’ve suffered, too. When we know pain and 
hardship, then we can see and understand other people’s needs. In a sense, our 
suffering becomes our badges that gives us the right (and responsibility) to care. 
Suffering allows us to live in another person’s skin. Through suffering we become the 
other in mind and heart. And, when we comfort, we become one’s brother, one’s sister. 
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When we comfort others, it does not mean that we are better than they are. It means 
that we can easily identify with their needs for comfort and help because we’ve 
experienced similar pain and hurt. Evangelism has been defined as “one beggar telling 
another beggar where to find bread.” Comforting is one sufferer telling another sufferer 
where to find comfort. 
 
 
Conclusion: Two final thoughts. One, some believers never discover the truth that as 
God comforts them they are to comfort others. They are perpetual gripers when things 
get difficult. They feel that they get the short end of the stick. They feel like God has 
singled them out for punishment. Such people never have a ministry to others. 
 
Two, some people need the help only you can give. Only you have had the experience 
they are going through and can truly understand what they are experiencing. Only you 
know the right words to say that will show understanding and bring cheer and hope. 
Only you can lift their burden and keep them in the race. Only your brokenness can 
become a channel of comfort that flows to help the hurting. 
 
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor and author, living in South Carolina. 


