
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Identity, these 
sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group study, so the 
pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: Mother Teresa started a ministry to the “poorest of the poor” in Calcutta. 
As a young nun, one day she approached a dying, decaying man lying in the street. In 
him, she recognized “the distressing disguise” of Jesus. She then held the infested man 
and helped him drink a cup of water. When he whispered, “Why are you helping me?” 
she answered, “Because I love you. I see Jesus in you.” 
 
St. Francis of Assisi left a life of affluence to serve the poor. He said Jesus comes to us 
through the poor and the oppressed. He thought that the poor and the oppressed are 
actually sacramental; in other words, they’re like baptism or communion, that Jesus 
uses them to come to us. Not that in themselves they are particularly holy, but Jesus 
comes to us through the poor and the oppressed.  
 
Why would Mother Teresa see Jesus in the poor? Why would Frances of Assisi say 
that? One reason is because of Jesus’ words concerning the final judgment as recorded 
in Matthew 25:34-40. The context of this passage is how we treat poor believers—“the 
least of these brothers of Mine” (v. 40).  

 
Three overarching biblical truths capture the essence of God’s heart for the poor.  
 

1. God exalts the poor. 
In this text and repeatedly the Bible lifts up the poor. For example, in the Old Testament 
we read, “He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the garbage pile. He 
seats them with noblemen and gives them a throne of honor” (1 Sam. 2:8). The 
Psalmist recorded, “I know that the LORD upholds the just cause of the poor, justice for 
the needy” (Psalm 140:12). Over and over the Bible speaks of God’s commitment to 
uphold the cause of those who are impoverished and unable to free themselves from 
the yoke of oppression. Throughout history God acts to exalt the cause of the poor and 
the oppressed. 
 

2. God opposes and judges the rich and the powerful for exploiting the poor.  
Jesus’ teaching specifically addressed our judgment concerning our treatment of the 
poor. We will be held responsible regarding our treatment of the poor. In addition, the 
song of Mary included these unsettling words: “My soul proclaims the greatness of the 
Lord . . . He has satisfied the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty” 
(Luke 1:46, 53). James uttered this stern warning: “Come now, you rich people! Weep 
and wail over the miseries that are coming on you” (James 5:1). 
 
God sees wealth as a gift as long as we steward it and share it to help others. Poor 
people are not given a more privileged position due to their lack of wealth than wealthy 
people. The problem comes when the rich oppress poor people to gain their wealth or 
when the rich fail to use their wealth to help the needy.  
 

Sermon Series:  Identity: Living Out Who I Am in Christ 
To be used with:  Session 5 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  Caring for the Poor 
Scripture: Matthew 25:34-40 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

Wealth often hardens the heart rather than creating generous people.  
 
God desires that we work hard and create wealth in just ways. That wealth is a 
blessing—both for the worker and it can be a blessing to the poor as it is shared. God 
desires that the wealthy act generously toward the poor. 
 

3. God’s people are to share His concern for the poor. 
God identifies so strongly with the poor that caring for them is almost like helping God. 
“Kindness to the poor is a loan to the LORD, and He will give a reward to the lender” 
(Prov. 19:17). By way of story, Jesus instructed us feed the hungry and clothe the 
naked. “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me” 
(Matt. 25:40). The opposite is true, too. “The one who oppresses the poor person insults 
his Maker, but one who is kind to the needy honors Him” (Prov. 14:31).The apostle 
John issued the same stark warning: “If anyone has this world’s goods and sees his 
brother in need but closes his eyes to his need—how can God’s love reside in him?” (1 
John 3:17).  
 
God’s heart breaks for the poor. While caring for the poor is not the basis of our eternal 
salvation, Jesus made caring for the poor a critical component in our walk with Him.  
 
Christians must care for the poor. Ron Sider, author of Rich Christians in an Age of 
Hunger, wrote, “But when today’s poor look at the church, they have strong reasons to 
doubt that we are very serious about following Jesus’ example. Unless prosperous 
believers match God’s concern for the poor, our testimony as his people will lack 
credibility and power.” 
 
The poor of the world need Jesus. They need to see that the God who sent his Son to 
die for their sins also cares about their poverty, hates injustice, and invites them to 
become coworkers in his kingdom. Believers play an important role in pointing people to 
Jesus, by being his hands, his feet, and his voice in the world.  
 
 
Conclusion: 
Sometimes we are overwhelmed by the sheer numbers and the overwhelming issues. 
But, we must resist the unbiblical rationalization that we cannot make a difference. 
Often we say: “But I’m just one person. How can I eliminate poverty?” The answer is 
that you can’t; we can’t. Jesus said, “You always have the poor with you” (Mark 14:7). 
But that shouldn’t inhibit our actions.  
 
A poster asked, “How can you help a billion hungry people?” The answer below was 
right on target: “One at a time.” A billboard regarding world hunger read: “1 out of 6 are 
hungry. 5 out of 6 can help.” 
 
In the end, do Christians need to be compassionate toward the poor? A better question 
is can we be Christians without being compassionate toward the poor? 
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