
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Victory, these 
sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group study 
theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: A pro-choice feminist and a pro-life conservative were debating the 
relative merits of the sanctity of life issue. Sensing victory in the debate, the feminist 
declared, "You don’t understand, we’ve won in the White House, and we’ve won in the 
courthouse. Face it, it’s over, the fat lady has already sung." The pro-lifer calmly replied, 
"Wrong, it’s not over until the trumpet sounds." 
 The people of God are under attack, and it’s easy for the enemy to claim victory 
early. That’s what happened when an Israelite town was under attack. The enemy 
thought that they were going to have an easy time of putting the people of God under 
their control. The God of the people had a different plan. 

1. A possession of God’s people was under attack by the enemy of God’s 
people. (vs. 1-3) 
a. The enemy threatened the people of God. (v. 1) 

This event happened right after Saul was established as king. The 
Ammonites wanted to test this new leader and see what he was going to do if 
they attacked. It becomes obvious that they had contempt for the Israelites 
and for their king. Notice that they didn’t even actually attack the city. All they 
did was show up. Just by their very presence, they created a panic among the 
people of God, so much so that the city was already preparing to surrender. 
 

b. The enemy wanted to shame the people of God. (v. 2) 
The leadership of Jabesh-Gilead wanted to know what they could do to 
prevent their destruction. The news wasn’t good. If they were willing to have 
their right eyes gouged out and serve the Ammonites, they would not be 
killed. Can you see the picture? Anytime that a citizen from this town went 
somewhere in Israel, invariably they were going to get asked, “What 
happened to you?” And then they would tell the tale of how their city was 
threatened and that no one from all of Israel was willing to come to their aid. 
Forever their town would be known as “the town that no one was willing to 
help”. It would be a shame to them and a shame to all of Israel. 
 

c. The enemy considered themselves above the people of God. (v. 3) 
Interestingly, when the townspeople asked for time and opportunity to call for 
help, the Ammonites gave them permission. Why would they allow this? 
Either they thought no one would come, or they thought that even if someone 
did come, it wouldn’t make a difference. How could anyone from Israel defeat 
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them? They were arrogant and considered themselves above defeat at the 
hands of lowly Israel. 
 

2. The king of God’s people was made aware of the hurt of God’s people. (vs. 
4-6) 
a. The people reacted with sorrow but did nothing. (v. 4) 

When the message reached Gibeah, Saul’s hometown, they wept…but they 
didn’t do anything. It’s interesting that they did not bring the problem 
immediately to the king. Their original purpose in getting a king was to lead 
them into battle. Now was their chance. But they weren’t used to bringing 
their problems to the king. They were used to dealing with them on their own. 
Does that sound like you? Are you used to dealing with problems on your own 
instead of bringing them to the King? All that produces is sorrow not solutions. 
 

b. The king reacted with anger and got busy. (v. 5-6) 
Saul learned about the situation, and the Spirit prompted him with holy anger. 
Saul got angry for at least two reasons. One, he was angry because an 
enemy was attacking his people. Two, he was probably even more angry that 
none of the rest of the people of God were doing anything to protect their 
brothers. How do you think that the King responds to His people being under 
attack? Just like Saul. The only difference is that our King doesn’t need to be 
made aware of the attacks on us. He knows, and He is acting to bring about 
our rescue. 
 

3. The king of God’s people provoked God’s people to seek the victory. (vs. 
7-8) 
a. Saul sent a graphic message to all the people. (v. 7) 

Saul took the oxen with which he had been violently stirring up hard ground 
and used them to violently stir up hard hearts. With cut up pieces of oxen, he 
communicated this message: “If you don’t go with me to destroy our enemy, 
then I will become your enemy.”  
 

b. The people sent a powerful message to the enemy. (v. 8) 
Saul’s tactic worked. The people came out as one man, 330,000 strong. Unity 
sends a powerful message, especially when the enemy expected that not one 
was going to show up. 

 
4. The messenger of God’s people proclaimed hope to God’s people. (vs. 9-

11) 
a. The people who had been sorrowful were now glad. (v. 9-10) 

They sent out messengers with just about as much anticipation of a response 
as the Ammonites had expressed. Imagine their joyful surprise when they 
received word that help was on the way. The news spread quickly throughout 
the city. Just as time was running out, fear was replaced with joy. Can you 
see the leaders of the city as they come to the Ammonites and tell them that 
they surrender? Can you see them trying to hide as best they can the smiles 
that were creeping up from their joyful hearts? To the Ammonites, the city 
accepted its complete embarrassment. But among themselves, they knew 
that it was the enemy who was going to have to run away home. 
 

b. The people who had been fearful were now victorious. (v. 11) 
The Israelites had originally stayed home not because they didn’t care what 
was happening or because they didn’t know what was going on. They were 
fearful for their own safety: “If I go, I’ll get killed!” They needed someone to 
pull them together, to lead them into battle. The victory here wasn’t just a 
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victory for Jabesh-Gilead; it was a victory for every Israelite – not over their 
enemy but over their fears. 

 
5. The victory of God’s people prompted rejoicing among God’s people. (vs. 

12-15)  
a. They rejoiced in the victory that God brought. (v. 12-13) 

Some suggested that those who had despised the choice of Saul as king 
should now be brought out and killed. Saul rejected that thinking. It wasn’t 
time to think about the negative. It was a day of rejoicing. The enemy wanted 
to shame them and destroy them, but they had failed. Why should he or 
anyone else do the enemy’s work for them? This day was a day of rejoicing. 
Let the word be proclaimed! The God of the people had given victory, and it 
was time for everyone to hear what a great God He was! 
 

b. They rejoiced in the leader that God brought. (v. 14-15) 
Recognizing more fully now that Saul was the king that Israel needed, they 
went to God and thanked Him for His goodness. They declared their 
allegiance to their earthly and heavenly King at the same time. As long as 
they stayed faithful to both, they believed that victory was the only thing in the 
future for them. 

Conclusion: It was June 18, 1815, the Battle of Waterloo. The French under the 
command of Napoleon were fighting the Allies under the command of Wellington. The 
people of England depended on a system of semaphore signals to find out how the 
battle was going. One of these signal stations was on the tower of Winchester 
Cathedral. Late in the day it flashed the signal: "W-E-L-L-I-N-G-T-O-N---D-E-F-E-A-T-E-
D- -." Just at that moment one of those sudden English fog clouds made it impossible to 
read the message. The news of defeat quickly spread throughout the city. The whole 
countryside was sad and gloomy when they heard the news that their country had lost 
the war. Suddenly the fog lifted, and the remainder of the message could be read. The 
message had four words, not two. The complete message was: "W-E-L-L-I-N-G-T-O-N- 
- -DE-F-E-A- T-E-D- - -T-H-E- - -E-N- E-M-Y!" It took only a few minutes for the good 
news to spread. Sorrow was turned into joy, defeat was turned into victory! The enemy 
is usually quick to proclaim a victory, but the people of God can be confident that no 
matter how bleak things may look, they can be confident in their eventual success.  
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