
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Victory, these 
sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group study 
theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: "I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat. We have before 
us an ordeal of the most grievous kind. We have before us many, many long months of 
struggle and of suffering. You ask, what is our policy? I can say: It is to wage war, by 
sea, land and air, with all our might and with all the strength that God can give us; to 
wage war against a monstrous tyranny, never surpassed in the dark, lamentable 
catalogue of human crime. That is our policy. You ask, what is our aim? I can answer in 
one word: It is victory, victory at all costs, victory in spite of all terror, victory, however 
long and hard the road may be; for without victory, there is no survival. Let that be 
realized; no survival for the British Empire, no survival for all that the British Empire has 
stood for." 
 When Winston Churchill said those words just days after becoming prime 
minister, he showed that he was a natural born leader and the right choice for that hour. 
No one would have thought that of Gideon. Gideon was just as scared of the enemy as 
all the other people around him. But God saw something in Gideon that no one else did. 
And God could do something in Gideon that no one else could. 

1. Gideon had good reason NOT to fear. (vs. 7-10)  
a. God had proven himself able to defeat any enemy’s gods. (v. 8-9) 

Midian was their oppressor, but they had no reason to fear this enemy. Israel, 
of which Gideon was a part, had a long history of God defeating nation after 
nation as He came to the defense of His people. God always comes to the 
defense of His people, especially when they humbly recognize their failed 
reliance on other false sources of help. 

b. God had commanded them not to fear their enemy’s gods. (v. 10) 
The reason they were in this mess was not because Midian was stronger than 
Israel or because Israel’s God was weaker than the gods of the nations 
around them. It was because Israel had started to fear and obey the gods of 
their enemies. The fear of an enemy always comes with the failure to fear 
God. They had brought the situation they feared on themselves. God had 
warned them about this action and its consequences. And even though they 
had not listened, God mercifully responded to their pleas for help by sending 
a message to Israel and a messenger to Gideon. 

2. Gideon, along with the rest of Israel, was afraid anyway. (vs. 11-15)  
a. Gideon was afraid he was incompetent. (v. 11-12, 15) 

“Who am I?” It’s the question that most ask when they receive the call of God 
for a mission. Moses asked it. So did Saul. Maybe you have to. It’s not 
necessarily that you’re not willing; it’s just that you don’t feel like you’re 
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qualified. God likes using unqualified people to accomplish His mission. Then 
He gets the glory when great things happen (1 Cor. 1:25-29) 

 
b. Gideon was afraid he was alone. (v. 13) 

“Where were you?” That’s the corollary to the first question. If I’m not good 
enough to handle whatever is coming my way, then I certainly can’t go it 
alone. In his question, Gideon even seems to be making a little bit of 
accusation: “Where were you, God, when the enemy was attacking us?” It 
seems pretty normal to accuse God of leaving us when we are the ones who 
moved. But that doesn’t make it right. 

 
3. God met Gideon at his point of weakness to deal with his fear. (vs. 16-21)  

a. God promised His presence and success. (v. 14, 16) 
Gideon considered himself to be weak, small and a failure. He had good 
reason to think that. When the angel came to him, he was threshing wheat 
inside a winepress to hide it from the Midianites. To this weak man, God 
promised success. What would you attempt if you knew you could not fail? 
Failure is what he feared, and failure is what God promised would not come. 
But it wasn’t because of how great Gideon was that this success was going to 
happen. It was because of the presence and power of God. 

 
b. God permitted him to receive signs. (v. 17-21) 

Gideon still needed reassurance. So God once again met him at his fear and 
gave him some signs – one having to do with a sacrifice and the other setting 
out the fleece.  He had the promise of God. That was all he really needed. But 
when Gideon wasn’t willing to express faith in that, God was gentle and 
patient and gave him what he needed.  

 
4. With God’s help, Gideon gained victory over his fear. (vs. 22-24) 

a. Gideon gained peace when he feared God. (v. 22-23) 
Gideon started out fearing the enemy and fearing the assignment. It wasn’t 
until he feared God and that fear became bigger than any other fear that he 
had enough peace to move forward in what God required of him. It isn’t until 
God becomes the biggest thing in view that we realize that everything else 
diminishes in comparison. If God wasn’t going to kill him, then he had nothing 
to fear from a human enemy. 

 
b. Gideon gained peace when he worshipped God. (v. 24) 

When Israelites did a sacrifice, the sacrifice was a substitute for them. They 
were sacrificing themselves. They were dying to themselves. They were 
acknowledging that they deserved to die. They were worshipping God. It is 
normal to worship when the victory has been gained and things are going 
well. Gideon worshipped before he ever picked up a sword. He worshipped 
before he gained the victory because he had already gained the victory over 
himself. 

Conclusion: Reuben Gonzales was in the final match of a pro racquetball tournament. 
In the 4th and final game, at match point, Gonzales made a super kill shot into the front 
wall to win the game. The referee called it good. Two linesmen affirmed that the shot 
was in. But Gonzales, after a moment’s hesitation, turned around, shook his opponent’s 
hand, and declared that his shot had hit the floor first. As a result, he lost the match and 
walked off the court. Everybody was stunned. They couldn't believe that a player with 
everything officially in his favor, with victory at hand, disqualified himself at match point 
and lost! When asked why he did it, Reuben said, "It was the only thing that I could do 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

to maintain my integrity. I could always win another match, but I could never regain my 
lost integrity." 
 Reuben Gonzalez and Gideon both understood that gaining the victory over 
yourself and your own fears is far more significant than gaining the victory over any 
opponent. I am my own worst enemy. When I defeat me, then I am prepared to face 
and defeat anything and anyone. 
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